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Introduction 


HIS volume of the guide to northern caves is the first to deal 
with part of the classic area centering on the Three Peaks. The 

highest of the peaks—Whernside—is included within the present 
area. Although there are many caves and potholes under its flanks, 
and plenty of potential for further exploration, it is beneath the 
slopes of its lower western neighbours that the major caves lie. 

From East and West Kingsdale, Leck and Casterton Fells almost 
all the underground drainage resurges at only two places—Keld 
Head and Leck Beck Head. The task of linking the various separate 
caves draining to these risings into two huge systems will provide 
discoveries and extensions for many years to come and if a link can 
be found between the two the combined network would be 
enormous. It is on such a link that the hypothetical network—the 
Three Counties System—depends. Further east the possibilities are 
not on the same scale but there are still many problems to solve. 

Thanks are due to everyone who has helped with information and 
as always we would appreciate news of any discoveries so that 
future editions of the guide can be kept up to date. A revision of 
Volume I is nearing completion and should appear next, closely 
followed by Volumes 3 and 2; it is hoped that all these three will 
be published within a year. 
July, 1974. 


Access and the C.N.C.C. 


HE inclusion of a cave or pothole description in this guidebook 
does not imply any right of access to the site or even that per- 
mission to visit can be obtained. However, in most cases permission 
is readily given. It is essential to ask the appropriate farmer, game- 
keeper or landowner before visiting a cave or pothole; only by 
baring the courtesy to do this can relatively free access be main- 
tained. 

A full and up to date list of where to ask for permission is pub- 
lished in the Northern Cave Handbook by the Council of Northern 
Caving Clubs. This series of guidebooks is intended to be used in 
conjunction with the Handbook, which is essential reading as it 
also includes references to ,surveys and articles on original 
exploration. 

Access to some areas has to be strictly controlled at the insis- 
tence of the landowners. This thankless task is administered by the 
C.N.C.C. by prior booking for member clubs through its area 
secretaries (addresses in Northern Cave Handbook). For more 
informa gon contact:— 


Council of Northern Caving Clubs, 

c/o The Sports Council (N.W. Region), 
Byrom House, 

Quay Street, 

Manchester M3 5FJ. 


The Caving Code 


LWAYS tell a responsible person where you are going and tne 
approximate time of your return. Use your common sense 
before calling out the cave rescue to an overdue party. 

Check that all your equipment is sound before going under- 
ground. Wear a safety helmet and adequate clothing at ail times. 
Take good lights with reserves. Make sure that all the party have 
whistles and use the standard code of one blast, stop; two blasts, 
haul in; three blasts, pay out. Keep the lifeline taut and only use 
appropriate knots. Think of the return journey when planning 
arduous trips. 

Practise the Country Code—close all gates, do not knock down 
walls or fences, cover up all digs. Take your litter home with you, 
particularly old clothes, tins, etc. Spent carbide should be taken 
out. 

Protect all underground phenomena against vandalism and 
accident, particularly calcite formations, etc. Remember that stalac- 
tites lose most of their beauty when removed from a cave. Never 
disfigure cave walls by writing or drawing on them. Treat caves and 
potholes as natural reserves and avoid polluting the water. In caves 
where archaeological finds have been or might be made do not do 
any digging. Any accidental find of archaeological material should 
not be touched and must be reported immediately to a museum or 
similar authority. 

If you intend taking up caving seriously join a club. Advantages 
include experienced companions, reliable tackle, library facilities 
and safer caving. 

ACCIDENT PROCEDURE—SEE OUTSIDE BACK COVER. 


Caving Club Abreviations 


Bradford Pothole Club 

British Speleological Association 
Birmingham University Speleological Society 
Cave Diving Group 

Council of Northern Caving Clubs 

Craven Pothole Club 

Earby Pothole Club 

Fylde Mountaineering Club 

Gritstone Club 

Heath Rovers Caving Group 

Happy Wanderers Cave and Pothole Club 
Kendal Caving Club 

London University Caving Clubs ; 
Lancaster University Speleological Society 
Manchester University Speleological Society 
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Northern Cave Club 

Northern Cavern and Fell Club 

Northern Pennine Club 

Northern Speleological Group 

North Ribblesdale Caving Group 

Preston Polytechnic Speleological Group 
Red Rose Cave and Pothole Club Nes 
University of Leeds Speleological Association 
White Rose Pothole Club 

Yorkshire Ramblers’ Club 

Yorkshire Underground Research Team 
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The Grading System 


HE grades usually apply only to the normal route to the deepest 

or furthest point of a cave. In complex systems they can only 

be a rough guide; where convenient the different sections of such 

caves are separately graded and the grade then includes the route 

from the surface to that section. When this is not practicable the 

cave is given more than one grade to indicate that there are routes 

of varying difficulty; the differences between them are generally 
apparent from the text. 

When planning trips remember that the grades refer to fit and 
competent parties with proper clothing and equipment; novices in 
particular will probably find the caves harder than indicated. 
Potential hazards for careless or unwary cavers are too numerous 
to mention in the descriptions and an easy grade does not imply 
that they are non-existent. Similarly, route-finding in a complex 
cave defies adequate description and there is no substitute for an 
experienced leader. 


Mention of a free dive does not mean it is easy; whether or not 
to dive is your decision. Remember~the dangers—breaking or 
snagging lines and difficult route finding—and that hazards may 
change and cannot all be listed. Always go with a competent diver 
who knows the sump well. 

Any stream cave or pothole can flood rapidly and unpredictably; 
so can many which are usually dry. The warnings are for guidance 
and cannot cover all circumstances—no warning does not mean no 
flooding. If in doubt—stay out. 


Grade I Easy cave; no pitches or difficulties. 

Grade II Moderate caves and small potholes. 

Grade III Caves or potholes without any particularly hazar- 
dous, difficult or strenuous sections. 

Grade IV Caves and -potholes which present some hazard, 
difficulty or large underground pitch. 

Grade V Caves and potholes which include very strenuous 


sections or large and wet underground pitches. 


IMPORTANT: While every effort has been made to ensure the 
information in this guide book is accurate, neither the authors nor 
the publisher can accept responsibility for any errors or inaccuracies 
contained therein. 
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A. Ribblehead 
BATTY GREEN CAVE _NGR SD. 763794 Grade I 


Alt. 955 ft. (292 m.) Length 180 ft. (55 m). 
Explored 1974, G.C. 

Two small entrances at either end of elongated shakehole 350 ft. 
(105 m.) W of sink of stream from Runscar Caves. Tight upper 
entrance into upstream bedding cave. Easy crawling for 60 ft. 
(18:3 m.) then roof gradually lowering over mud and water. Lower 
cave is 30 ft. (9:1 m.) crawl to block collapse and pool. The whole 


cave fills up in wet weather. 


BATTY WIFE CAVE NGR SD. 764791 Grade I 


(S100) 
Alt. 975 ft. (298 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
A suitable trip after a heavy night at the Station Inn! The 
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entrance is just below the junction of the cart track to Gunnerfléet 
with the B6255. Normally a dry roomy crawl over limestone scree 
to a blank wall and a slot down to the right where water is heard. 
Stream emerges from entrance in wet weather. 
Note—Hydrologically this cave belongs to Ingleborough since it 
carries water flowing from sinks on Park Fell via Gauber Quarry. 


BLACK RAKE CAVES NGR SD. 785821 


Two small caves on opposite sides of the bridle track across 
pe Rake, about 3? mile (1:2km.) NNW of the Hawes-Ingleton 
road. 

1. Alt. 1,380 ft. (421m.) Length 100 ft. (30-5 m.) Grade II 

Low bedding plane to left of rising from blocks and to E of bridle 
track. Flat crawling on chert floor to easier going along zig-zagging 
roof joints past two ends of a choked oxbow to point where roof 
joints die out and bedding plane continuation is too low. 

2. Alt. 1,410 ft. (430 m.) Grade I 
Length 20 ft. (6:1m.) Depth 10 ft. (3 m.) 

Small shakehole near sink on W side of bridle track. Descend 
through boulders and crawl to drop into transverse rift which closes 
in both directions, although stream can be heard down narrow joint- 

(For location see Total Area Map, page 4.) 


BLACK REEF CAVE NGR SD. 774794 Grade III 
Alt. 910 ft. (277m.) Length 1,800 ft. (549 m.) 

Explored 1959, Oxford University Caving Club. 

WARNING—The cave floods rapidly causing the entrance canal to 
rise close to the roof. 

On N bank of Batty Wife Beck, 4 mile (0:8 km.) E of Ribblehead 
road junction. Entrances in shallow depression just over wall 200 ft. 
(61 m.) W of barn. 

Downstream cave is passage 3 ft—5 ft. (0°9m.—1:5m.) high 
which divides but rejoins and terminates in sump. 

Upstream is chest-deep wading for 160 ft. (49 m.) with ox-bows 
at roof level. Floor rises and rift passage continues 10 ft. (3 m.) high 
to where North Inlet Passage enters 6 ft. (1:8 m.) up on right. Main 
Passage continues for a further 500 ft. (153 m.) to a choke beyond 
a series of pools which were originally dammed up by fragile reefs 
of black, shaly, material. 

North Inlet Passage involves hands and knees crawling for 250 ft. 
(76 m.) to a junction. The right branch with stream becomes too 
tight after 60 ft. (18:3 m.) and the left branch degenerates into a 
silted bedding after 120 ft. (36:6 m.). 


CONDUIT SPRING CAVE NGR SD. 769795 Grade IV 


Alt, 960 ft. (293 m.) Length 700 ft. (214 m.) 
Explored 1965, N.R.C.G. 


WARNING—The cave floods severely and without warning, making 
both downstream and upstream ends impassable. 
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Obvious rising 30 ft. (9:1 m.) from road. Commences as a flat-out 
crawl in stream then water gets deeper. Beyond duck is waist-deep 
wading then easy going for 300 ft. (91:5 m.) apart from short crawl. 
Right turn at “T” junction is tight upstream rift passage with awk- 
ward bends only passable to very slim cavers. Eventually 50 ft. 
(15:3 m.) of crawling leads to junction with Middle Scar Hole 3. 


COVE HOLE NGR SD. 782794 Grade III 
Alt. 960 ft. (293 m.) Length 4 mile (0-4 km.) 

Explored 1906, Y.R.C. 

WARNING—The cave should be explored in settled weather. The 
entrance crawl can quickly become impassable. 

Entrance where Cove Sike goes underground 150 ft. (46 m.) NE 
of barn at Thorns. A typical stream passage of increasing height 
after an initial 30 ft. (9-1 m.) wet crawl. 

After 140 ft. (43 m.) a wide inlet on right is a mud-floored crawl 
for 90 ft. (27-5 m.). Downstream are some ox-bow meanders and a 
second constricted inlet on right. Main stream descends short falls 
in twisting rift passage 20 ft. (6-1 m.) high, then sinks under right 
wall where chamber, ‘Halfway House”, is reached 640 ft. (195 m.) 
from entrance. Cave alters in character beyond with lower, joint- 
controlled passage in which water backs up. The final 300 ft. 
(91:5 m.) to a boulder blockage is a deepening canal with soft mud 
floor and coated walls. 

Permission, Ashes Farm, Ribblehead. 


CUDDY GILL CAVE NGR SD. 766799 Grade II 
Alt. 1,060 ft. (323 m.) Length 500 ft. (153 m.) 

Extended 1974, G.C. 

WARNING—Flood water backs up from the Cuddy Gill Pot sump 
and can fill the cave to the roof. 

Obvious stream sink 650 ft. (198 m.) N of Runscar Scar. Narrow 
stream passage more. easily entered at secondary opening 30 ft. 
(9:1 m.) from sink. Downstream after 75 ft. (23 m.) is small aven 
with branch passage to right. This is Decoy Passage which is 100 ft. 
(30°5 m.) long inlet entered by a 6 ft. (1:8 m.) climb beyond a sludgy 
duck. Main downstream passage is high, narrow rift involving 
crawling in parts. The roof tube can also be followed by crawling to 
a chimney descent 100 ft. (30:5 m.) downstream. Small inlets enter 
and passage widens 275 ft. (84m.) from entrance. A huge boulder 
has virtually blocked the passage 25 ft. (7:6m.) from its exit in 
Cuddy Gill Pot, reached by a tight crawl in the stream. 


CUDDY GILL POTS NGR SD. 766799 Grade II 


Alt. 1,060 ft. (323 m.) 
1. Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Large open hole marked by tree, 200 ft. 
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(61 m.) SE of cave entrance. Easy walk down from E end to where 
stream emerges from cave and immediately sinks in a choked 
sump. Just inside the cave mouth is a very low inlet passage. The 
stream is next seen in Scar Top Cave. 

2. Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.), 90 ft. (27-5 m.) W of 1 is a straight shaft 
choked at the bottom. : 

3. Depth 10 ft. (3m.). A few feet S of 2 with an easy scramble 
down. A very small inlet stream runs away down a low tortuous 
passage which becomes too tight after 15 ft. (4:5 m.). 

ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
No. 2 Pot 25 ft. (7:6 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
FOOTBALL CAVE NGR SD. 767792 Grade I 


(P72) 
Alt. 935 ft. (285 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

The obvious sink by the roadside, in Batty Wife Beck. An 
efficient trap for missiles from warring picnickers. The stream 
cascades into a wide bedding plane and a crawl across a shelf leads 
to a small step into a sump pool—usually sprinkled with an assort- 
ment of balls. 


GREAT BANK GILL CAVE NGR SD. 768798 Grade III 
Alt. 1,030 ft. (314m.) Length 350 ft. (107 m.) 
Explored N.R.C.G., extended 1974, G.C. 

Entrance in large shakehole on SE side of Great Bank Gill sinks. 
A short squeeze and tight rift descent lead into joint passage with 
small stream. Flat crawling for 90 ft. (27-5 m.) then cave widens and 
height increases to 3 ft. (0°9m.). Behind eroded stalactites on left 
is crawl to small chamber and low, wet oxbow which rejoins the 
main passage 50 ft. (15:3 m.) downstream. After a further 50 ft. the 
cave deteriorates into three constricted openings, all of which take 
water. Only the right-hand passage can be followed for any distance, 
too straight fissure which gets too tight after about 100 ft. 

‘i. 


GREAT BANK GILL POT NGR SD. 768798 Grade III 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) Length 270 ft. (82m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Extended 1963, N.R.C.G. 

Entrance NE of Runscar Cave, 400 ft. (122 m.) S of Great Bank 
Gill main sink. Very small opening in shallow shakehole descends 
through bank of drift which is in process of collapsing. Climbable 
15 ft. (4:5 m.) pitch is tight at top and has narrow inlet entering part 
way down. From foot of pitch the passage starts as a narrow crawl 
which may be obstructed by inwashed gravel. Height increases in 
rift to junction with larger passage after 40 ft. (12:2 m.). Upstream 
goes through difficult duck to 70ft. (21:-4m.) of rising passage 
leading to secondary entrance in shakehole 80 ft. (24-4m.) SW of 


12 


RIBBLEHEAD 


Pot. Downstream rift continues for 80 ft. (24:4 _m.) then lowers to 
muddy crawl blocked by rock flake. 


GREEN SLACK CAVE NGR SD. 774800 Grade III 
Alt. 1,060 ft. (323 m.) Length 450 ft. (137 m.) 
Explored 1954, C.P.C.; extended 1974, G.C. ‘ 

In second dry valley behind Little Scar, 800 ft. (244m.) from 
road. A narrow, twisting passage carrying a small stream. After 
roomy aven 175 ft. (53 m.) downstream progress is made by traver- 
sing at a higher level. The roof crawl closes down but it is possible 
to descend to the stream at Casino Corner, where small roof level 
inlet enters 80 ft. (24-4m.) beyond the aven. An extremely tight 
fissure can then be followed at stream level, widening out after 
50 ft. (15:3 m.). A very low, wet and muddy crawl follows for 60 ft. 
(18-3 m.) to a “T” junction where impassably narrow inlet enters 
from right. 20 ft. (6:1 m.) downstream is a deep sump beyond which 
the fissure closes,’ 


HOLME HILL CAVE NGR SD. 785802 Grade II 
Alt. 1,025 ft. (313 m.) Length 700 ft. (214 m.) 
Explored 1924, Y.R.C.; extended 1970, B.S.A. 
Resurgence on N side of Gayle Beck below junction of Cam Fell 
track with Hawes road. Cave was once gated just inside entrance. 
Easy going for 400 ft. (122 m.) in 5 ft. (1:5 m.) wide stream pas- 
sage. Stream enters from low bedding on left where main passage 
dwindles to choked crawls. In dry, settled weather, stream can be 
followed by constricted crawling in water for 200 ft. (61 m.) to 
emerge in shakehole just E of main road. The upstream continuation 
of the crawl has little airspace and is choked after 30 ft. (9-1 m.). 
Permission, Far Gearstones Farm. 


KATNOT CAVE NGR SD. 780797 Grade II 
(Capnut Cave) 

Alt. 975 ft. (297m.) Length 2,200 ft. (671 m.) 

WARNING—The cave carries a large stream in flood conditions. 

On S bank of Thorns Gill, 550 ft. (168 m.) downstream from 
fobtbridge near Gearstones and 100 ft. (30°5 m.) from resurgence. 

Obvious entrance to roomy passage. Beneath right wall stream 
can be followed down to sump behind resurgence. 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
upstream is chamber and then floor gradually rises in fine clean- 
washed streamway with pools and small cascades. Two abandoned 
inlets end in gravel-choked bedding planes. 

1,000 ft. (305 m.) from entrance, the main stream enters from 
two restricted inlets which can be followed in dry: weather, with 
little air-space, to beneath sinks in bed of Gayle Beck. The main 
passage can be followed forward by crawling in water for 600 ft. 
(183 m.) to a low bedding chamber. 

Permission, Far Gearstones Farm. 
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MIDDLE SCAR HOLES NGR SD. 770796 Grade II 
1. Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

Higher of two prominent shakeholes marked on 234” O.S. map 
is a large depression containing a stream. At upstream end, a 
squeeze down through collapsed blocks gives access to a canal in 
a cross-rift with no way on above water level. 

2. Alt. 990 ft. (302m.) Length 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

At lower end of same depression is descent into short down- 
stream passage 4ft. (1:'2m.) high. Stream continues into partly 
choked bedding plane which may be obstructed with gravel. This 
has been forced through to upstream passage from 3. 

3. Alt. 980 ft. (299m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) 

Lower of two shakeholes marked on map is 15 ft. (4:5 m.) deep 
with stream at bottom. Downstream is hands and knees craw! for 
only 30 ft. (9:1m.) to where stream turns into very low bedding 
piane obstructed by rocks. Upstream is crawl in canal followed by 
very low bedding plane connecting with 2. On left of canal 40 ft. 
(12:2 m.) in is low crawl over shelf which leads to head of arduous 
downstream fissure passage in Conduit Spring Cave. The cave fills 
up after heavy rain and overflows down this passage. 


NEWBY HEAD MOSS CAVE NGR SD. 796836 Grade II 
Alt. 1,370 ft. (418 m.) Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 
Explored 1970, Y.U.R.T. 

Small rising in side of bank just E of road junction. Low entrance 
opens immediately into roomier chamber with passage to left which 
ends too low. Main stream comes from right, where shale-roofed 
crawl in water can be followed past oxbows to step up into dry 


oxbow and crawl to boulder choke through which the stream 
descends. 


(For location see Total Area Map page 4.) 


OLD LIMEKILN GREEN CAVE NGR SD. 783815 


Grade II 
Alt. 1,400 ft. (427 m.) Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Dry hole at rising in Gate Cote Gill. Crawl through pool and 
over boulders into canal. Wallowing past low bedding plane to left 
to a drier continuation which becomes too low for progress with- 
out digging. Stream is farm water supply. 

(For location see Total Area Map page 4.) 


RIBBLE HEAD CAVE NGR SD. 777797 Grade II 

Alt. 990 ft. (302 an Length 800 ft. (244 m.) 

Explored 1958, G.C. 

WARNING—The entrance becomes impassable after heavy rain. 
In shaJtow depression with tree, 150 ft. (46 m.) S of Hawes road, 

4 mile (0-4 km.) SW of Gearstones. Drop through boulders into low 

crawl with stream, opening up after 10 ft. (3 m.). Roomy streamway 
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descends past two short inlets to Remembrance Chamber after 
180 ft. (55 m.). Main Passage continues for 200 ft. (61 _m.) with a 
deepening canal leading to sump. , 

Rift passage entering chamber leads to climb up into 100ft. 
(30-5 m.) long constricted inlet with collapse chamber and choked 
crawl at end. Roof traverse above climb enters Vandal’s Crawl— 
an abandoned downstream passage. After 30 ft. (9:1m.) is the 
Mudbath and beyond a mud-iloored bedding with straw stalactites 
leads to a constricted sump after 180 ft. (55 m.) 

The resurgence for the stream is only 400 it. (122 m.) SW of the 
cave entrance. Two small caves can be entered where water sinks 
again for a short distance. 

Permission, Far Gearstones Farm. 


ROGER KIRK CAVE NGR SD. 761796 Grade III 
Alt. 1,020 ft. (310 m.) Length 1,635 ft. (498 m.) 
Explored 1953, Clayton Boggarts; extended 1963, B.S.A. 

An interesting through cave with four entrances. The top 
entrance, the East Sink, lies in a small shakehole to rear of Roger 
Kirk Rocks where two smail streams sink; the other éntrancés are 
situated out in the small basin below the scar. 

A small drop at the East Sink enters a low bedding crawl with 
stream entering on right, and soon a small chamber is encountered. 
Beyond, crawling and sideways shuffling in a narrow rift reach a 
junction. Upper passage quickly chokes, whilst left follows the 
stream into The Tube. As the airspace is limited this is best 
tackled on one’s back, and in normal weather presents no problem. 
At far end the passage enlarges considerably and the way on 
becomes walking size with a gradually deepening canyon in the 
floor. Occasiona! crawling along shelves to White Corner, and just 
beyond at the head of a cascade is a 20 ft. (6-1 m.) flat-out crawl on 
the right to a stal choke. 

From the cascade a short traverse on wide ledges and an easy 
climb down regain the stream at the start of a long canal. The first 
part is walking size but it quickly narrows to become a sideways 
shuffle. After about 250 ft. (76 m.) the water becomes waist deep 
and at a sharp left bend an inlet enters from up in the right wall. 
A tight crawl at the start of this gives way to walking in a muddy 
rift only to end after 100 ft. (30°5 m.) at a choke. Back in the main 
passdge the canal ends and the way on is in a 4ft. (1:'2m.) high 
trench with a wide roof bedding. Soon the roof lowers and a crawl 
in the stream beside a pile of boulders emerges in a larger passage 
with daylight entering from overhead at the Middle Entrance, 
which can be reached easily by a scramble up a boulder slope. 

On downstream the trench narrows and the way on is a wet 
crawl at floor level, to where the passage widens to permit walking 
in a meandering canyon. Beyond some large boulders and a pool’ 
the rift narrows and a gravel bank slopes down into the start of a 
canal. Crawling through this for 65 ft. (20 m.) enters a small cham- 
ber and a further small crawl emerges in another chamber with a 
steep mud slope leading up to the left to a small exit in the side of a 
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low, grassy mound. From this chamber crawling in the stream in a 
small clean-washed passage passes two acute bends to reach a low, 
wide chamber at the bottom entrance to the system. 


ROGER KIRK WEST SINK NGR SD. 760798 Grade III 
Alt. 1,020 ft. (310m.) Length 600 ft. (183 m.) 
Explored 1957 G.C., extended 1963, B.S.A. 

Small stream sink in “L” shaped shakehole at rear of Roger 
Kirk Rocks. Entrance lies a few feet from where stream disappears 
and consists of an easy descent down beside a large collapsed rock 
flake, and boulder pile to a small chamber. Crawling leads to a “T” 
junction, either route on ultimately arriving at the same place, 
although that to the right is the easier, and also passes a short inlet 
passage. From where the ways rejoin a narrow rift can be followed 
by traversing at various levels until at roof level an impassable 
tube leads to daylight. Just before this the floor can be followed 
as a low crawl to where the passage enlarges slightly to permit 
walking. Ahead the rift narrows and further tight crawling alter- 
nating with short stretches of walking in a meandering passage 
enters a chamber. Beyond this more crawling over collapsed blocks 
leads to an open stretch of low streamway and just in front is the 
start of the terminal choke. A tight crawl can be followed up into 
the boulders to end quickly, and a low crawl with the water under 
the right wall can be forced a few feet to where it becomes too 
tight. This point lies within a few feet of The Tube in Roger Kirk 
Cave. 


RUNSCAR CAVES NGR SD. 765797 Grade II 
Alt. 1,035 ft. (316m.) Total Length 880 ft. (268 m.) 

A pleasant series of stream caves suitable for novices. 
1. Length 100 ft. (30:5 m.) 

Entrance below a prominent cliff. Short cave under boulders ends 
at a great tilted block. The water flows from a bedding plane to 
the right which soon becomes very low. To the left a crawl down 
behind a boulder into a muddy tube emerges in Scar Top Cave. 

2. Length 110 ft. (33:5 m.) 

Immediately below the highest entrance is a scramble down 
boulders into stooping height passage. To left is an alcove and 
downstream on right is a boulder choke. Passage leads to two exits 
in a shakehole. 

3. Length 400 ft. (122 m.) 

At opposite side of shakehole to lower entrance to 2. A boulder 
slope drops into a high streamway and good going with odd pools 
until the passage widens and lowers before an exit to daylight via 
a doorway in a small cliff. 

4. NGR SD. 765796. 
Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 270 ft. (85 m.) 

Downstream of doorway entrance the stream passes under bridges 
into a high passage. Inlet to left divides and becomes impassable, 
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but downstream leads to a canal and wet crawl to an area of fallen 
slabs. A crawl out of the water to the right reaches daylight near 
the resurgence. 


SCAR TOP CAVE NGR SD. 765798 Grade IIT 
Alt. 1,040 ft. (317 m.) Length 750 ft. (229 m.) 
Explored 1963, B.S.A. 

Entrance is under small rock outcrop in deep shakehole at rear 
of clints at W end of Runscar Scar. Involved scramble leads down 
spiral to stream passage, with water entering from sump just 
upstream. Hands and knees crawl to a junction with passage over 
silt bank to right. This continues as a series of crawls, climbs and 
squeezes to a small, well-decorated collapse chamber. From the far 
end a climb down lands in a long, sludge-floored crawl with deep 
_ water in places. At last a scramble over large blocks enters the final 
chamber with a superb array of stalactites. 

Back in the main passage the stream sumps but just back on the 
right a short slope leads up into a low, wide chamber. Left wall 
leads to pool and duck, and main stream flowing off in impenetrable 
passage. However, slope up on right leads into similar chamber with 
two routes leading on. Left one is harder and contains stream which 
falls down an impenetrable slot. Crawl ahead widens and drops to 
lower bedding plane where tight route ahead enters Runscar Cave 
I 


’ Original shakehole entrance is blocked by large boulders and 
entry can only be gained via Runscar Cave l. 


THISTLE CAVE NGR SD. 764797 Grade II 

A partially abandoned stream cave associated with the Runscar 
system and with three distinct sections. 

Entrance in deep shakehole 280 ft. (85 m.) WNW of Runscar 
Cave top entrance. 

Upper Cave. Alt. 1,020 ft. (311m.) Length 260 ft. (79 m.) 
Explored 1959, H.R.C.G. 

A low crawl beneath rock wall on N side gives access to down- 
ward boulder slope. Easy upstream passage with increasing height 
widening to a long chamber where stream flows from beneath 
massive boulder choke. This is the same choke as that reached at 
the end of Scar Top Cave. Downstream the passage chokes beneath 
the entrance collapse but a muddy inlet on the E side ends after 
50 ft. (15:3 m.) in boulders and a tight bedding. 

Main Cave. Alt. 1,000 ft. (305m.) Length 500 ft. (153 m.) 
Explored 1948, N.P.C. , . 

A “through” passage, best explored in downstream direction. 
Climb down boulders from rift entrance in same shakehole as Upper 
Cave. Stream passage is high and narrow for 300 ft. (91-5 m.) then 
roof drops suddenly. 4ft. (1-2m.) high phreatic passage with 
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several ox-bows follows for 200ft. (61m.) to exit in rocky 
depression under scar. 
Lower Cave. Alt. 990 ft. (302m.) Length 480 ft. (136 m.) 
Explored 1963, N.R.C.G 

Opposite Main Cave in rocky depression 250 ft. (76m.) W of 
Runscar Cave middle entrance. Central of three low openings at S 
side is a downward crawl into tight bedding plane. After 20 ft. 
(6:1 m.) floor descends into stream passage of increasing height with 
formations. After 300 ft. (91:5m.) roof lowers and passage with 
mud banks leads to a choke. Two short decorated inlets are passed 
on the left. 


THORNS DUB HOLE NGR SD. 777793 Grade III 
Alt. 910 ft. (277m.) Length 85 ft. (26 m.) 

At foot of Thorns Gill in SE bank is the resurgence for water 
sinking into Thorns Gill Cave and Cove Hole. In dry weather it is 
possible to wade into a definite sump. Divers have entered a water- 
filled passage below a flooded shaft 40 ft.(12-2 m.) deep. 


THORNS GILL CAVE NGR SD. 778795 Grade III 
Alt. 950 ft. (289 PNG, Length 650 ft. (198 m.) 

Explored 1919, Y.R 

WARNING—The a floods rapidly and to considerable depth. 

Where Gayle Beck sinks into S bank, 650 ft. (198 m.) downstream 
of Katnot Cave. 

Entrance passage 5 ft. (1:5 m.) high, with two subsidiary openings 
into bedding plane on left. After 150 ft. (46 m.) is crawl through 
pool to left. Roof lifts and stream follows narrow fissure, but dry 
passage leads more easily to Slab Chamber where water sinks 
beneath collapsed blocks. Rift leads forward and beyond con- 
striction is an 11 ft. (3-3 m.) climbable pitch. Two avens follow and 
main stream réappears to flow in low bedding to a sump pool where 
flood debris collects. 

Permission, Far Gearstones Farm. 


WINSHAW GILL CAVE NGR SD. 777803 Grade III 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.). Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Explored 1964, B.S.A. 

Entrance is in depression where stream sinks at top of dry valley 
running up from end of Little Scar, and is an insignificant opening 
under small limestone outcrop. Step down at entrance leads into 
small chamber with very tight crawl out on far side. Just beyond 
two squeezes is junction with small stream passage; upstream 
becomes too tight almost immediately whilst downstream reaches a 
boulder choke within a few feet. Daylight filters down to here from 
entrance to Winshaw Gill Pot. 
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WINSHAW GILL-POT NGR SD. 777803 Grade II 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1964, B.S.A. 

Excavated entrance covered by corrugated iron sheets in corner 
of same depression as Winshaw Gill Cave. A straight descent lands 
in a small chamber the floor of which is entirely covered by a pool. 
To one side is short duck into further small, waterbound chamber 
with no apparent way on. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12.2 m.) 
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ASH TREE CAVE NGR SD. 745784 Grade II 
Alt. 920 ft. (281m.) Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Explored 1960, H.R.C.G. 

Beneath large tree in shallow depression close to footpath 50 
yds. (46 m.) above ford, on E bank of Haws Gill. Crawl leads 
into choked bedding plane. Hole on left descends to stream but 
there is no way on. 


BLAKE BANK MOSS CAVE NGR SD. 725779 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,175 ft. (395 m.) Length 1,500 ft. (458 m.) 

Explored 1953, B.S.A.; extended 1964, G.C. 

WARNING—Stream backs up in wet weather. 

Entrance in shallow shakehole close to sink 4 mile (0:8 km.) SW 
of Ellerbeck Farm. 15 ft. (4:5 m.) chute descent to narrow, tortuous 
stream passage in which crawling is necessary in places at first. A 
small chamber is reached after 300 ft. (91:5m.), followed by a 
traverse at roof level to where a small inlet enters. Further upright 
but tight and awkward going follows for 350 ft. (107 m.) to a short 
crawl followed by a canal and more unpleasant stream passage. 
1,000 ft. (305 m.) from the entrance a low roof passage on the left 
has been forced for 150 ft. (46 m.). Just downstream the roof lowers 
to a tight, flat-out bedding crawl in water—only passable in dry 
weather. After 20 ft. (6:1m.) a more roomy passage 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 
high continues for 300 ft. (91:5 m.) to a sump. 


BOUNDARY POTS NGR SD. 748828 Grade II 
Alt. 1,850 ft. (564m.) Depths 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 


Explored 1972, C.P.C. 
Immediately N of boundary wall, to NE of Greensett Tarn. Two 


small dry shafts at rear of limestone bench, both ending in im- 
passable choked fissures. 
Tackle . 


Pitch: Ladder, Belay Lifeline 
Either Pot- 25 ft. (7:6 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
BROWSIDE CAVE. NGR SD. 748799 Grade III 


Alt. 1,040 ft. (317m.) Length 1,200 ft. (366 m.) 


Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) i 
A good technical and varied cave N of Ivescar Farm at the 


obvious sink of a small stream. Twisting fissure passage leads to a 
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crawl into small chamber. Crawl forward into a higher streamway 
where two routes are possible. Lower way is a wet crawl in a 
canal to a mudbank and a sump. The upper level is an easy 
traverse to a muddy passage and drop into the far reaches of the 
canal. 

Permission, Ivescar Farm. 


BRUNTSCAR CAVE NGR SD. 738789 Grade III 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 2,800 ft. (854 m.) 

A fine cave with a most unusual entry. Put your offering in the 
collecting box at the farm before going through old barn and into 
cave. Roomy passage with only a trickle of water until stream is met 
sinking under right wall. Three waterfalls follow quickly and an 
oxbow series is passed to the right. Above the last fall is a noisy 
inlet and beyond the main cave has flowstone blockages causing 
odd crawls. Sideways going continues past a long oxbow to the 
left and a tight high level passage, to a flat out crawl under a final 
calcite blockage. Roof rises into small chamber and passage ends in 
boulder choked rifts which are near the sink at Hodge Hole Barn. 
Permission, Bruntscar Farm. 


ELLERBECK GILL CAVES 
1. NGR SD. 732782 Grade I Explored 1964, N.P.C. 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 

Obvious entrance on N bank of Ellerbeck Gill. A small upstream 
cave leading to a choke. 
2. NGR SD. 729783 Grade II 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (350m.) Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 

Where stream emerges on S bank of Ellerbeck Gill upstream of 
ford and just above waterfall. Crawling in stream with a small 
chamber on left after 40 ft. (12:2 m.). Becomes too low. 


ELLERBECK HOLE NGR SD. 734782 Grade III 
Alt. 985 ft. (300 m.) Length 250 ft. (76 m.) 

Depth 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 

Exp!ored 1958, H.R.C.G.; dived 1970, B.S.A. 

Abandoned sink at foot of blind valley of Ellerbeck Gill. 10 ft. 
(3 m.) descent through boulders into bedding passage. Follow right 
hand crawl to very awkward squeeze over rock flake into rift. 
Further short crawl down waterworn channel in bedding plane to 
10 ft. (3 m.) climbable drop into-Fault Chamber, 40 ft. (12:2 m.) long 
and 10 ft. (3.m.) wide. An inlet stream flows from a narrow sump 
which has been dived for 94 ft. (28:7 m.) upstream along a sub- 
merged rift which descended further beyond an air-bell. 

Water flows into a 25 ft. (7-6 m.) deep pool and there is no way 
out above water level. A flooded bedding plane at 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
depth has been entered by divers. 
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FORCE GILL CAVE NGR SD. 748823 Grade ] 
Alt. 1,800 ft. (549 m.) 
Explored 1972, C.P.C. 

Stream flowing out of Greensett Cave sinks and rises again. Just 
along bank to right of this second rising is a small resurgence. 
Short cave here becomes too tight and other odd sections of cave 
separated by collapses can be entered in the 200 ft. (61 m.) between 
sink and rising. 


FOUR STONES RIGG CAVE NGR SD. 731779 Grade III 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (328 m.) Length 190 ft. (58 m.) 
Explored 1970, G.C. and B.S.A. 

Two small entrances close to clints in dry valley, 300 yds. 
(275 m.) W of Ellerbeck road. Shafts must be kept covered. W 
entrance is narrow shaft 12 ft. (3-6 m.) deep into very low stream 
passage which has been followed as a flat-out crawl upstream for 
100 ft. (30-5 m.)to a silt blockage with low airspace. There is a short 
impassable section between the entrances. E entrance is similar to 
W and downstream beyond an exceedingly tight squeeze the roof 
gets too low after about 50 ft. (15:3 m.). 


GATEKIRK CAVE NGR SD. 745788 Grade II 
Alt. 950 ft. (290 m.) Length 700 ft. (214 m.) 
WARNING—The upstream crawls fill to the roof in wet weather. 

Wide cave mouth where large stream emerges at head of wooded 
gill, with secondary entrances at abandoned sink-holes over wall to 
N. Passage initially 30 ft. (9:1 m.) wide and for first 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
progress is by shallow wading or crawling on ledge on right. 6 ft. 
(1:8 m.) up in left wall is a short roomy passage—The Loft— 
leading to an abandoned exit at a higher level. A very small inlet 
also enters on left, above pool. The cave continues 10 ft. (3 m.) 
high and wide to cascade about 100 ft. (30:5 m.) in. At floor level 
on right is a crawl over sharp rocks to a 5ft. (1:5 m.) drop into 
a low chamber. A sandy crawl leads off but becomes too low. Just 
beyond cascade in main passage a dry passage on the right ascends 
through breakdown blocks to main Upper Entrance at end of old 
stream channel. The cave so far described offers a through trip of 
200 ft. (61 m.)-which is straightforward unless the stream is in 
flood, and is best explored in the downstream direction. 

A low dry passage branches right near the Upper Entrance and 
leads to a constricted exit in a depression nearer the stream-bed. 
Upstream in the Main Passage the water flows from beneath 
collapsed blocks and different routes can be followed into a bedding 
plane of decreasing height, containing flood debris. The most 
obvious way leaves the main flow and continues low and wet for 
about 150 ft. (46m.) with block collapse on the right through 
which an exit can be made, to emerge between the Upper Entrance 
and a large tree. A roof-level crawl on the left of the Main Passage 
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is an oxbow which eventually becomes too low in the area of the 
upstream bedding plane. 
Permission, Broadrake Farm. 


GILL HEAD CAVE NGR SD. 734781 Grade II 
Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 

Explored 1964, N.P.C. 

Shakehole entrance situated N of track to Ellerbeck Farm, 
almost opposite shallow valley of Four Stones Rigg. Awkward 
climbable descent leads to chamber and further descent of mud 
and boulder slope. At foot a short crawl leads forward to final 
small chamber where the way on is completely choked. 


GREENSETT CAVE NGR SD. 747821 Grade II 
Alt. 1,825 ft. (557m.) Length 1,500 ft. (458 m.) 
Explored 1912, Y.R.C.; extended 1968, W.R.P.C. and 1972, C.P.C. 

A mature stream system in the Main Limestone with eight open 
entrances located as follows: 

Main downstream entrance is on top of boulder pile at head of 
gorge above stream resurgence at top of Force Gill. 
2. Deep shakehole 350 ft. (107 m.) WSW of 1. 
3. .550 ft. (168 m.) SW of 1 in large depression where stream from 
Greensett Tarn sinks. 
4. 50 ft. (15:3 m.) SE of 3 at end of depression. 
5. Small hole in abandoned sink, 100 ft. (30:5 m.) S of 4. 
6.& 7. In rocky shakehole 50 ft. (15:3 m.) SE of 4. 
8. Open shaft 130 ft. (39°6m.) NE of 4. 

From Main Entrance (1), slope of collapsed blocks descends into 
flat-roofed upstream passage 10 ft. (3 m.) high and 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 
wide, leading to junction after 180 ft. (55 m.). Main passage bears 
right and after a low, muddy section the cave has been enlarged by 
block collapse. Beyond a further short crawl, 200 ft. (61 m.) from | 
the junction, exit can be made at Entrance 2. The cave can be 
followed further by crawling with the stream beneath unstable 
blocks into 80 ft. (24:4m.) of easy passage with red ochre forma- 
tions. A 60 ft. (18-3 m.) long oxbow on the left rejoins the stream 
_ passage which becomes a low crawl. In dry weather, a rift at the end 
can be ascended to emerge near the sink (3). 

Left branch from first junction is narrow joint passage, Blea 
Moor Tunnel, where crawling with the stream is followed by 
traversing in roof. After 300 ft, (91-5 m.) daylight enters rift from 
15 ft. (4:5 m.) shaft (8). Stream passage continues for 170 ft. (52 m.) 
beyond a duck and after a short low section a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climb 
leads to the surface near the main sink (4). Opposite the duck in 
daylight rift is 160 ft. (49 m.) dry passage to Entrances 6 and 7. On 
far side of shakehole is a low bedding cave connecting with 
abandoned sink (5). 
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GREENSETT POTS Grade II 
1. NGR SD. 742811. Alt. 1,890 ft. (577m.) Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 
A narrow fissure. 
2. NGR SD. 743813. Alt. 1,900 ft. (580m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
A straight, choked shaft. 

3. NGR SD. 744814. Alt. 1,925 ft. (588 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Open shaft in shakehole widening into chamber with jammed 
boulders at S end. 

4. NGR SD. 746816. Alt. 1,880 ft. (574m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Open shaft into small chamber. 

3. NGR SD. 747817. Alt. 1,875 ft. (572m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Small choked shaft. 

6. NGR SD. 747817. Alt. 1,875 ft. (572 m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Small choked shaft. 

7. NGR SD. 747818. Alt. 1,870 ft. (571 m.) Depth 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Tight descent in long rift covered with slabs. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
All Pots 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 10'ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


GUNNERFLEET CAVE NGR SD. 757797 Grade II 
Alt. 1,020 ft. (311 m.) Length 1,300 ft. (397 m.) 
Explored 1924-25, Y.R.C. 

Three entrances in line of conspicuous shakeholes on flank of 
hill, 300 ft. (91:5 m.) from bridle road to Gunnerfleet Farm, NW 
of railway viaduct. 

Lower Cave. Two entrances in adjacent, lower shakeholes enter 
downstream passage initially 5 ft. (1:5 m.) high. After 160 ft. (49 m.) 
roof descends to short flat-out crawl into Stalactite Chamber, 20 ft. 
(6:1 m.) wide and 35 ft. (10°6m.) long. Stream sinks but boulder- 
floored passage continues to bedding plane where water reappears. 
Climb up into decorated gallery 75 ft. (23 m.) long with small grotto 
at end. Hole in floor leads to muddy crawl and sump. This has 
been examined by divers but the water resurges not far away. 
Upper Cave. Small entrance in shakehole 130 ft. (39°6 m.) NE of 
Lower Cave. The intervening bedding passage can be followed 
through by- uncomfortable crawling but may well be blocked by 
stones. Upstream passage 10 ft. (3 m.) high for 50 ft. (15:3 m.) to 
where North-East Inlet enters on right. Roof rises to 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
in Main Stream Passage with helictites and curtain formations. 
Passage ends 100 ft. (30°5 m.) beyond flowstone barrier at boulder 
chokes beneath surface shakeholes. 

North-East Inlet is tall, narrow rift passage and traversing in roof 
is necessary at first. After 260 ft. (79 m.) the passage degenerates 
into a very muddy crawl. A roof level inlet is choked with flow- 


stone. 


HAWS GILL CAVE NGR SD. 745786 Grade IT 
Alt. 940 ft. (287 m.) Length 250 ft. (76 m.) 
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Where Winterscales Beck reappears from risings W of river bed, 
incorrectly marked as Haws Gill Wheel on O.S. maps; this feature 
is actually 800 ft. (244m.) downstream. Low, walled-up entrance 
under small scar 40 ft. (12:2m.) N of main rising. 

Just inside is short descent into large, flat-roofed chamber with 
breakdown blocks. Main stream flows into sump behind rising. At 
upstream side roof lowers above pool extending left and right. 
Left is a short inlet rift and right the passage continues. as hands 
and knees crawl in water to a choke after 60 ft. (18-3 m.). A branch 
crawl leads to a sump. Entering left wall of main chamber at roof 
level is a bedding plane inlet with stalactites, becoming too low 
after 70 ft. (21-4 m.). 


HAWS GILL WHEEL NGR SD. 745783 Grade II 
Alt. 910 ft. (278 m.) .- 

This is the big depression where Winterscales beck emerges 
from low openings and then sinks again through a mass of unstable 
boulders choked with silt and debris. When the river floods water 
backs up to form a deep pool and flows on down the dry valley. On 
the O.S. maps the name Haws Gill Wheel is incorrectly located 
800 ft. (244 m.) upstream. Three small caves are associated with the 
feature. 

1, Length 300 ft. (91:5 m.) 

Obvious resurgence cave in depression can be followed as a hands 
and knees crawl to a junction, where main flow issues from right 
hand passage. This continues as a lowering bedding cave with flat- 
out crawling on shingle becoming too low. Other passage at junc- 
tion quickly ends, but in left wall are several very tight crawls, one 
of which is just passable and can be forced through to a small 
meandering streamway in dry weather:-Deep water leads to a small 
chamber floored by a pool and on the right a climb leads up to an 
exit in a braided flood channel of the beck. Upstream the water 
emerges from a sump. 

2. Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

E of main sinkhole in hollow N of wall. A covered hole gives 
access to a cavity in unstable boulders. The entrance must not be 
left open. 

3. Length 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 

A small shaft S of wall on E side of sinkhole. A 10 ft. (3 m.) 

muddy descent into a narrow rift choked at both ends. 


HEATHEN HOLE NGR SD. 755798 Grade II 
Alt. 1,020 ft. (311 oy). Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 
Explored 1958, H.R.C.G. 

In sinkhole beside wall at foot of dry valley 750 ft. (229m.) NE 
of Gunnerfleet Farm. Entrance may be blocked by farm refuse and 
ironmongery. 

Crawl over mudbank to pool with flowstone barrier at far end. 
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Small stream passage beyond leads to boulder choke. 
Permission, Winterscales Farm. 


HOMESHAW CAVE NGR SD. 743796 Grade III 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) Length 750 ft. (229 m.) 
Depth 60 ft. (18:3 m.) : 
Extended 1966, U.L.S.A. 
WARNING—Watch out for loose roof below cascades. 

Take footpath behind Ivescar Farm to top of scar and follow it 
left to a prominent shakehole surrounded by .trees—a picturesque 
spot. Scramble down into the upstream crawl on ledges until it 
divides and tightens. Downstream are climbs of 15 ft. (4-5 m.) and 
10 ft. (3 m.) as the passage gains in height to a chamber with short 
cascades. On the ledge to the left is a high level oxbow. The con- 
tinuation is a fine passage with boulders and tree roots in the roof 
but beyond a second high chamber the way lowers gradually to a 
flat crawl. 100 ft. (30-5 m.) forward is a squeeze over shingle into 
a small descending passage to narrow slots in the floor to a lower 
roots bedding plane. An inlet straight ahead soon becomes too 
Ow. 
Permission, Ivescar Farm. 


~IVESCAR CAVES NGR SD. 748798 Grade II 
I. Alt. 1,020 ft. (311 m.) Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 

Immediately NE of Ivescar Farm are two stream courses leading 
to cave entrances in the scar. Left entrance is most inviting but 
inside the passage quickly lowers to a bedding. A crawl to the right 
rounds two bends to a junction. Left here past a narrow fissure on 
right through a pool and step up boulders into a chamber with 
daylight entering from joint in roof and rift on right. 

Right at junction leads down crawl to connect with joint passages 
from which one can emerge at the right-hand cave entrance, or 
alternative exit can be made in uphill direction into shallow gorge. 
2. Alt. 1,040 ft. (317m.) Length 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 

Stream runs through wall and sinks in pool at head of shallow 
gorge behind 1. Just downstream of sink are two holes, the largest 
of which is the left-hand opening; a straight fissure ends in a debris 
choke. The other hole is a choked joint 12 ft. (3°6 m.) long. 
Permission, Ivescar Farm. 


LOWER PARADISE CAVE NGR SD. 746787 Grade II 
Alt. 930 ft. (284 m.) Length 150 ft. (46 m.) i 
In E bank of Haws Gill, 250 ft. (76 m.) downstream of Gatekirk 
Cave, where small stream flows from open cave mouth. The passage 
can be followed by crawling, to entrances in collapse depressions 
close to where water sinks below Paradise Cave. 
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NETHERSCAR POT NGR SD. 746797 Grade Ii 
Alt. 1,025 ft. (313 m.) Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 
Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Explored 1970, R.R.C.P.C. f 

Entrance is in clints in garden immediately behind Netherscar 
House. A rubble slope enters a small chamber with stream emerging 
from low crawl. Beneath poised boulders down to right is 6 ft. 
(1:8 m.) descent to short crawl into second chamber 5 ft. (1:5 m.) 
high. Pitch requires belay back near crawl and below is a muddy 
chamber with silted bedding plane. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
lst 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 


Permission, Netherscar House. 


PARADISE CAVE NGR SD. 746787 Grade II 
Alt. 950 ft. (290 m.) Length 300 ft. (91-5 m.) 
WARNING—The cave is subject to almost total flooding. 
Where large stream rises above waterfall, 150 ft. (46m.) E of 
Gatekirk Cave. Entrance crawl leads through blocks into a low 
chamber. Trending left is a wide upstream bedding cave which 
Fe be followed by flat-out crawling in water for a considerable ~ 
istance. = 


RIVER POT NGR SD. 745787 Grade III 
Alt. 925 ft. (283 m.) Length 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Explored 1966, W.R.P.C. 

400 ft. (122 m.) downstream from Gatekirk Cave is a sink which 
may be obstructed by debris and boulders. A fissure containing 
deep standing water from which divers gained access to a sub- 
merged passage widening to a bedding plane upstream and reaching 
a flooded chamber downstream. 


RUIN POT NGR SD. 727777 Grade II 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (350m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
Explored 1970, B.S.A. 

Small rift shakehole part way up bank, and within few yards of 


oe ruin near Hard Rigg Fold. Very narrow shaft to boulder 
choke. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 22) tt. (726.1m.) Stake and sling 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
SPARE WHEEL HOLE NGR SD. 745784 Grade ] 


Alt. 915 ft. (279m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
Inconspicuous entrance on W bank of Winterscales Beck a few 
yards upstream of large flood debris filled sink. A small rift, covered 
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with slabs which must be replaced, can be free climbed to stream at 
bottom. No passable way on as deep pool and sump met immed- 
iately downstream, and too tight upstream. 

SURVEYOR’S POT NGR SD. 745787 Grade II 
Alt. 930 ft. (284m.) Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

Explored 1965, N.P.C. \ 

Fissure in stream bed: 375 ft. (114 _m.) downstream from Gatekirk 
Cave. Narrow rift only passable for a few feet to a gravel choke. 
WINTER CAVE .NGR SD. 753802 Grade II 
Alt. 1,030 ft. (314m.) Length 450 ft. (138 m.) 

Explored 1959, H.R.C.G. 

Entrance 220 ft. (67m.) N of Winterscales bridge, through gate 
near old limekiln. Low opening under small outcrop descends into 
chamber. Short crawl from top of mud slope enters stream passage 
6 ft. (1:8 m.) high and wide. Stream sinks in fissure 30 ft. (9-1.m.) 
downstream but upstream cave is straight and roomy for 220 ft. 
(67 m.). Beyond squeeze past boulder is a wet bedding passage 
which forks and gets too low. Replace stones at entrance. 
Permission, Winterscales Farm. — 
WINTERSCALES CAVE NGR SD. 755802 Grade III 
Alt. 1,025 ft. (312m.) Length 250 ft. (76 m.) 

Explored 1957, H.R.C.G. 
WARNING—The cave floods severely after heavy rain. 

In limestone scar on SE bank of main beck, 600 ft. (183 m.) 
upstream from Winterscales bridge. 

Entrance is very low muddy crawl or keyhole fissure on left 
which is extremely tight. Upstream a constricted fissure passage 
with eroded stalactites and water normally 2 ft. (0°6 m.) deep ends 
in two small collapse chambers. 

Permission, Winterscales Farm. 
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BELVEDERE POT NGR SD. 704768 Grade II 
Alt. 1,200 ft. eee Depth 27 ft. (8:2 m.) 

Explored 1956, F.M 

_ The most Ok toes of the group of holes which are located 
in the SW corner of Lord’s Lot Top. A narrow rift with sharp 
projections on the walls leads to a boulder choked floor. The pitch 
is rather awkward to climb. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


BOULDER POT NGR SD. 705764 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (395 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 

At head of shallow gully in shakehole with large boulder along 
one side. Slide down mud slope under boulder leads into small 
chamber with short climb down muddy rift to choke. 

Close by are two further unnamed holes; one being a scramble 
down a mud and boulder slope into a choked chamber and the 
other a small rift passage which can be followed for a few feet to 
where it becomes too low. 


BRAIDA GARTH POT NGR SD. 707775 Grade II 
Alt: 1,220 ft. (372 m.) Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

Fenced shaft directly above Braida Garth Farm. An easy ladder 
climb down leads to a choked floor which slopes down into what 
may be the start of a passage at the SE corner. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 40 ft.(12:2m.) Stakeandsling 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


BREAD POT NGR SD. 710779 Grade II 
Alt. 1,225 ft. (373 m.) Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

The most northerly of the fenced shafts on Lord’s Lot Top, and 
close to the tumbledown N boundary wall, A slope of boulder clay 
leads to the edge of the wide hole, and an easy ladder pitch reaches 


31 


SCALES MOOR AND EAST KINGSDALE 


a sloping choked floor which drops to a Cece choke at the N 
side. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 40 ft.(12'2m.) Stake andsling 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


BROKEN FINGER POT NGR SD. 711774 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,255 ft. (382 m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) 

Depth 88 ft. (27 m.) 

Explored 1964, H.W.C.P.C. 

Follow the dry side valley by the pile of gritstone boulders to 
enter the Growling Hole basin. If the row of shakeholes along the W 
side is followed, the last to be reached is a large rock-sided one. 
The entrance to the pot is behind boulders at the foot of the drain- 
age gully. From the entrance a small drop leads to the start of a 
very narrow passage only passable in the roof bedding, and after 
40 ft. (12:2 m.) of hard going the head of the only pitch is reached. 
This is extremely awkward both to ladder and to climb at the top. 
The wood beam and a rock flake on the right are both rather 
dubious belay points. 

The shaft bells out to large dimensions and the landing is in a 
roomy chamber. To one side is a short upstream crawl to an aven 
chamber with two inlets splashing down, whilst downstream another 
short crawl quickly enlarges into a high but narrow fissure. Traver- 
sing is necessary, and three further aven inlets are passed before 
the way on becomes too narrow. Just before this point is reached 
it is possible to descend from the traverse to floor level but again 
the way forward is impassable. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 50 ft.(15:3m.) Stakeand sling 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


BROWS PASTURE CAVE NGR SD. 730769 Grade II 
Alt. 875 ft. aes m. ey Length 120 ft. (36-6 m.) 
Explored 1969, 

Insignificant eae covered by rocks at foot of small outcrop 
about 100 ft. (30:5 m.) from boundary wall. Low crawl leads to 
small, mud-floored phreatic tube. After crawling through pool, 
passage gradually enlarges at bend to the right, and walking for a 
few feet enters a small breakdown chamber. From far side of this 
an extremely tight crawl leads past several bends to where way on 
is choked completely. 


CATAMITE HOLE NGR SD. 705769 Grade II 
Alt. 1,230 ft. COED Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
Explored 1968, K.C.C 

At foot of stream gully NE of Dungeon Hole in SW corner of 
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Lord’s Lot Top. The whole of the pot consists of a dangerous climb 
down, on and through loose boulders to a complete choke. 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


CELLAR HOLE NGR SD. 707774 Grade I 
Alt. 1,220 ft. (372m.) Depth 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Entrance in steep rock sided shakehole almost on the line 
between the two fenced shafts of Lord’s Top Hole and Braida 
Garth Pot. A descent of the slope at the S end leads to a climb 
down over boulders into a small chamber, the walls and roof of 
which are of highly shattered rock. There is no sign of any way on. 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


CORKSCREW POT NGR SD. 720772 Grade II 
. Alt. 1,275 ft. (388 m.) Depth 48 ft. (14:6 m.) 
Explored 1970, B.S.A. 

Entrance is in steep sided shakehole about 100 yds. (91:5 m.) S 
of ruined building on the clints, and is at present covered by 
boulders. The rift pitch enlarges considerably 15 ft. (4-5 m.) down, 
then spirals round on itself to end in a choke. It is possible to free 
climb to the bottom but is easier with a ladder. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder : Belay Lifeline ° 
Entrance 50 ft. (15:3 m.) stake and sling 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
CORNER POT NGR SD. 713793 Grade II 


(West Bank Cave) 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Explored 1966, R.R.C.P.C. 

Fissure entrance just upstream of main resurgence in Gaze Gill. 
Inside the stream drops into a sumped pool and upstream is a wet 
crawl past solution tubes until the way becomes too small. 
Permission. Kingsdale Head Farm. : 


CRESCENT POT NGR SD. 705765 Grade III 
Alt. 1,275 ft. (389m.) Depth 103 ft. (31 m.) 
Explored 1956, F.M.C. 

Entrance lies in rift shakehole approximately 200 yds. (183 m.) 
SSE of tree at boundary wall of Lord’s Lot Top. A mud slope leads 
down to entrance at N end, and a steep climb down leads to head of 
first pitch, the landing from which is on a small ledge. A small inlet 
passage enters here, and can be followed for 40 ft. (12:2 m.) ‘to a 
chamber with no passable way on. The second pitch descends from 
the ledge and a reasonable sized shaft brings one to a further ledge. 
From here a short climb and traverse reach the head of the short 
third pitch into a large chamber, the floor of which is covered by 
boulders through which the stream flows finally to sink in a smal! 
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sump under the far wall. Excavation here showed the wall turning 
under, but the debris and water prevented any extension being 
made. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 8 ft. (2:4 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
2nd 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Climb A 25 ft. (7-6m.) handline is useful here. 

3rd 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 


DALE BARN CAVE NGBR SD. 711756 Grade IV—V 
Alt. 760 ft. (232m.) Length 14 miles (2 km.) ‘ 
Explored 1956, N.S.G.; extended 1967, H.W.C.P.C.; 1973/74, N.C.C. 
WARNING—Neapolitan Pool in the new entrance, parts of the 
lower old entrance passages and parts of Anathema Crawl sump in 
wet weather. 

Old entrance, now blocked, is in field near spring. Use new 
entrance in boulders below first prominent scar. A fascinating cave 
of considerable significance for this area of Scales Moor. Descending 
muddy crawl for 100 ft. (30:5 m.) leads to two chambers and a 
crawl in pools. This leads to Neapolitan Pool, an awkward muddy 
duck liable to sump up in wet weather and become a tightish 
awkward dive which must be treated with respect. 200 ft. (61 m.) 
of low varied passage leads to the 40 ft. (12:2 m.) high Ebony Hall. 
Down slope on right and across hall leads for 200 ft. (61 _m.) up 
steep boulder slope in rift. At top after 30 ft. (9:1 m.) is a 55 ft. 
(17 m.) pitch and a further 10 ft. (3 m.) drop to a pool. Other side 
from drop is 30 ft. (9:1 m.) pitch to boulder choke and sink. Over 
top of main pitch on left is small passage which ends in a draught- 
ing dig after 300 ft. (91 m.) 

Frofa Ebony Hall slope below opposite wall leads to several 
chambers via low arches and to another large chamber. Left leads 
for 450 ft. (140 m.) through rifts and low sandy crawls past small 
oxbow to a choked sandy dig. Straight on and down from large 
chamber for 50 ft. (15:3 m.), still in main system, leads to stream 
and low passage on right. This is end of way in from old entrance 
and may be followed for 150 ft. (46 m.) of wet crawling to junction. 
Stream comes from right out of rifts which have been blasted but 
get too tight. Off left leads through low canals for 700 ft. (214 m.) 
and emerges below old entrance which is usually blocked. 

Back in main system way leads on via stream through phreatic 
chambers to low canal and chamber before two sumps. First is 15 ft. 
(4:5 m.) to airbell and second is 45 ft. (14 m.) in tight bedding plane. 
On no account must they be free dived as route-finding is difficult. 
From sump is large chamber and 60 ft. (18:3m.) of passage to 
Forest Chamber. Inlet off left leads after 100 ft. (30:5 m.) to sand 
choke in tight crawl. Main way on is down right, past aven, to 
arduous 1,040 ft. (317 m.) long Anathema Crawl. 

Small inlets are occasionally met until Moot Hall is reached. A 
further 300 ft. (91:5 m.) crawl emerges through boulders at Greta 
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Junction in large stream passage. Downstream on right after 150 ft. - 
(46 m.) the stream sumps. Upstream on right, 1,040 ft. (317 m.) of 

easy cave, with canals, leads to Sump 3. This is 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 

long with airbells and emerges in cross rift with steep mud. slope’. 
on right. At top is rift passage for 200 ft. (61 m.) to where false 
floor ends at formations. A difficult traverse, Brunel Rift, is made 
using rocking boulder (care) to difficult climb and 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
diameter Rushton Chamber, with straw formations. Low crawls off 
right — 100 ft. (30-5 m.) — and left — 200 ft. (61 m.) — are being 
explored. Near bottom of Brunel Rift are deep pools and small 
complex of passages. One of these, Boottrapper Passage, is reached 
by 30 ft. (9:1m.) climb up side of sharp flake, and after 200 ft. 
(61 m.) leads to climb and sump after further 200 ft. (61 m.) 


Tackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 55 ft. (17 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
2nd 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m-) 


Permission, Twisleton Dale House. 


DAMOCLES POT NGR SD. 705766 Grade II 
Alt. 1,275 ft. (389 m.) Depth 60 ft. (18-3 m.) ; 

In deep shakehole 40 yds. (37 m.) N of Crescent Pot, with rock 
outcrop to one side. A short drop leads into a narrow boulder 
floored rift sloping down at a steep angle. Just beyond a squeeze 
an awkward slot gives onto a 10ft. (3m.) vertical step into a 
chamber with just one magnificent stalactite decorating it. The 
floor of the chamber slopes down to the edge of a further vertical 
drop, and the same ladder can be used to negotiate them both. At 
foot the way on is a tight meandering fissure which can only be 
followed a few feet before becoming too tight. 

Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist and 2nd 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


DRY GILL CAVE NGR SD. 719759 Grade III 
Alt. 775 ft. (236m.) Length 1,750 ft. (533 m.). 

Extended 1969, B.S.A. and G.C. 

WARNING—In wet weather the whole system is extremely flood 
prone and large lengths fill completely in a very short space of 
time. If any water is flowing from the entrance the cave should 
not be entered. 

A complex cave associated with the Dale Barn Cave hydrological 
system. Obvious entrance at head of normally dry watercourse to 
W of road, just up-valley from Twisleton Dale House. Short side- 
ways crawl and climb into roof bedding enters wide collapse 
chamber and further awkward crawl to “T” junction. To the left 
a tight crawl can be followed through two squeezes to where it 
splits and becomes impassable. To the right the passage ends in a 
pool alongside a boulder wall but 4 climb up through blocks on 
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the right at the start of the pool emerges in a wide, low, boulder- 
floored passage—The Obstacle Course. ; : 

Crawling over fallen slabs reaches a lower section with a solid 
floor. A short sloping bedding up to the right becomes too tight. 
Main way continues as a flat-out crawl to more collapsed blocks; 
a crawl over one of these beneath a hanging slab reaches The Arch, 
a low horizontal slot. From here a confusing crawl at two different 
levels with several tight squeezes finally enlarges and after 100 ft. 
(30:5 m.) reaches a ledge 3 ft. (0-9 m.) above the floor of the main 
stream passage. 
Upstream Series 

From junction with entrance passage the initially small stream- 
way enlarges rapidly but then lowers to a short duck, with adequate 
airspace in good conditions. An impassable aven on the right here 
connects with the high level Disappointment Passage. Beyond, the 
roof lifts into a fine passage 15 ft. (4:5 m.) wide and 10 ft. (3 m.) 
high with a sloping cascade, and odd boulders littering the floor. 
The roof lowers at the start of a long pool with a 3 ft. (0:9 m.) 
long low airspace duck at the far end. Short canal crawl leads over 
a cobble bank to a large passage and only a few yards further is 
the upstream sump. This has been dived for 450 ft. (137 m.) past 
one airbell after 200 ft. (61 m.). 

On the right just before the sump is an inspill of boulders, and © 
a cautious climb up through these enters an aven with numerous 
unstable hanging blocks. A climb to the right leads to a further 
passage which quickly descends a steep shingle slope to a static 
sump..This has also been dived through a tight squeeze into a 
small chamber after 20 ft. (6:1 m.), the apparent way on being an 
unexplored, constricted slot. 
_Downstream Series 

Streamway narrows rapidly from junction with the entrance 
passage, to deep water and a long duck which emerges in a low, 
wide chamber with mud banks around the walls. On the left a slope 
leads into the Upper Series. From far side of the chamber the roof 
drops to a low airspace 20 ft. (6-1m.) duck into a large passage. 
Ahead is a steep mud and boulder slope, whilst the stream flows 
off down impassable slots in the left wall. Water can be regained by 
climbing part way up the slope to a rift in the left wall. On up the 
slope leads to two chambers, both with unstable boulders every- 
where, and no obvious route on. Following the water enters a low, 
wet crawl which after about 80 ft. (24:4 m.), including a bad duck, 
reaches a drop to an impassable passage. Beyond the drop a low, 
gravel-floored inlet can be followed for 50 ft. (15:3 m.) before 
becoming too low. 


Upper Series . 

From the top of the slope referred to above a large passage is 
entered. Right ends at a beautiful stalagmite cascade whilst left 
ascends a steep mud slope to a small circular chamber with a 
bedding passage running across it at roof level. Left here quickly 
becomes too low, whilst in the opposite direction a flat-out crawl 
along the left wall enlarges considerably into a small chamber. 
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Under the left wall is a crawl to the top of the impassable aven 
seen in the Upstream Series, whilst ahead lies a crawl alongside a 
large stalagmite bank, past several squeezes to where the way 
enlarges dramatically at the start of Disappointment Passage. 

The next stretch is very pretty, the walls, roof and floor being 
covered with a powdery stal deposit, and odd pools havea film of 
cave ice. Walking continues for 150 ft. (46 m.) to where the passage 
becomes a tall rift. Just beyond a pile of boulders the route divides. 
Left climbs up a stalagmite-covered boulder pile to a small choked 
grotto and right is an extremely tight craw] for 20 ft. (6-1 m.) to a 
narrow, impassable slot down against the right wall. Through this 


blows a strong draught and the main stream can be heard below, as" 


this point is in the wall of the unstable aven just down from the 
upstream sump. 
Permission, Twisleton Dale House. 


DUNGEON HOLE NGR SD. 704768 Grade Ul 
Alt. 1,200 ft. (366m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

In the most northerly shakehole in group of holes lying-in SW 
corner of Lord’s Lot Top. Climb down rock into shakehole leads .- 
to crawl at N end. Two small steps lead to i0ft. (3 m.) rift in 
floor, best laddered, and below is further climb down into small 
aven chamber with several stunted stalactites in roof. Slot in floor 
is choked, as also is small inlet in far wall. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 15 ft. (4:5 m.) Sling 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


EAST BANK CAVE NGR SD. 713793 Grade I 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
Explored 1966, R.R.C.P.C. 

Small cave entrance into wide crawl and tight passage down with 
the water. Up the stream are a series of small chambers to a choke 
near a large shakehole. 

Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


EAST CELLAR HOLE NGR SD. 707774 Grade I 

Alt. 1,250 ft. (380 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 4 / 
At toe of bank in the next shakehole S from King Pot. A small 

passage leads off under a rock face as a crawl. The way on enlarges 

into a narrow rift, and after passing round two right angled bends 

ends at narrow slot down in the floor. 

Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


ECHO HOLE NGR SD. 710772 Grade If 
Alt. 1,280 ft. (390m.) Depth 30 ft. (91 m.) 
Explored 1964, H.W.C.P.C. 
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In steep mud-sided shakehole at southern end of the Growling 
Hole basin. An awkward entrance leads onto a 20 ft. (6-1 m.) shaft, 
broken a few feet down by a ledge. The bottom section opens out 
into a spacious rift, and the landing is on a choked floor of mud 
and boulders. The small stream sinks into a minute slot at one 
end. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 30 ft. (9:1 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


EWES TOP POT NGR SD. 709761 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (396 m.). Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 

Rather obscure shaft at SW corner of Scales Moor, not far from 
valley edge. A straight descent in small rift to solid boulder-choked 
floor. 


' Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
THE EYRIE NGR SD. 723766 Grade I 


Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) Length 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 

Rift entrance situated high up in the left hand gully of Ullet Gill. 
just above the broken down wall. Small, phreatically enlarged rift 
passage slopes upwards and gradually narrows until it becomes 
impassable. Immediately above this point on the surface is a small 
hole down through large boulders, although there is no physical 
connection. 

Permission, Springcote Farm. 


FIDLER GILL CAVE NGR SD. 713798 Grade I 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (328 m.) Length 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 

. In the small gorge of Fidler Gill. A short narrow through cave 
with one small inlet which quickly chokes with stalagmite. 
Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


FLATSTONES POT NGR SD. 713770 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (395 m.) Depth 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 

Midway along line of shakeholes at foot of final slope up to top 
boundary wall dividing Scales Moor from East Kingsdale, and 
recognisable by the large flat limestone slabs bridged across the 
entrance pitch. A straight descent of 31 ft. (9:4 m.) lands in a slight 
enlargement of the rift on top of a debris cone. To the NE a 
boulder slope can be followed down for 15 ft. (4:5 m.) to where the 
way on is choked, whilst in the opposite direction a small slope and 
further vertical drop of 15 ft. (4:5 m.) lands in a rift passage. In 
front the passage enlarges at an aven, and then immediately closes 
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into a narrow fissure which can only be followed for a few feet 
to an unstable choke. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist and 2nd 55 ft.(16:'7m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 75 ft. (23 m.) 
GAZE GILL CAVE NGR SD. 714793 Grade II—III 


Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) Length 800 ft. (244 m.) 
Vertical Range 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Explored 1948, N.P.C.; extended 1966, R.R.C.P.C. 

An intricate oxbow cave which has been cut through by Gaze 
Gill. Easiest entrance is in the right bank downstream of two water- 
falls. Crawl through small pool into a network of passages and an 
upstream chamber. Ahead is traverse into Red Pool Passage which 
is a crawl to avens with pools and ends in a narrow inlet. Main 
upstream route is easy going to a roof series and showerbath. 
Downstream is a canal to Daylight Chamber and very small alterna- 
tive entrance. Lower Stream Passage continues over roof fall to a 
narrow stream slot bypassed by an upper level. Roof descends to 
water at flat out short sump into Lower Brown Hills Cave. 
Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


GROWLING HOLE NGR SD. 712774 Grade V 
Alt. 1,255 ft. (382 m.) Length 950 ft. (289 m.) 

_Depth 365 ft. (111 m.) 

Explored 1968, B.S.A.; extended 1971, L.U.S.S. 
WARNING—The tight bedding crawl from the New Entrance 
floods badly, and some of the pitches quickly become impassable 
with much water flowing. 

Following up the dry side valley by the large pile of gritstone 
boulders, and continuing round the toe of the bank to the right, 
the original entrance is to be found in the far corner of a double 
shakehole marked by signs of excavation and pieces of corrugated 
iron. The new entrance lies in a large shakehole 135 ft. (41 m.) to 
the E in the centre of the basin. 

At the original entrance, a 10 ft. (3 m.) descent and short loose 
slope give onto’a clean shaft 30 ft. (9:1 m.) deep. A short floor level 
crawl enters the streamway, with the water flowing in a narrow 
slot. Downstream an awkward traverse leads to a widening at 
Scimitar Aven, where a 10 ft. (3 m.) pitch descends to the stream. 
A tight slot and wet crawl follow to where the passage enlarges 
somewhat; then two small climbs, best negotiated by traversing 
out into the wider part of the fissure, lead to the head of Stemple 
Pitch which has a bolt belay. From the foot a crawl in thick 
shale bed emerges at a small climb down into a chamber. To the 
right a steep gully descends to the top of a 30 ft. (9:1 m.) pitch, 
whilst along the left wall an easy traverse reaches some large 
stalagmite bosses and columns, and beyond is The Fault, a magni- 
ficent shaft 250 ft. (76 m.) deep. 
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The best belay is one of the stal bosses with the ladder down 
the narrow slot. This opens out a short way down and lands on a 
sloping ledge at 125 ft. (38 m.). From here it is possible to ascend 
a steep boulder slope and obtain a splendid view of people climbing 
the shaft. The next part of the shaft can either be laddered straight 
on down in a gully against the left wall, or by traversing along a 
shale bed bolts in the wall allow a dry descent of 25 ft. (7-6 m.) to 
a further small ledge. Again, the next part can either be laddered 
straight through as one, or bolts on the right wall keep the ladder 
out of the water for the first part of the climb. A landing is 
reached on a wide ledge containing a pool, and an easy traverse to 
the left offers a dry route for the last part of the pitch, a comfort- 
able climb of 30 ft. (9:1 m.) with adequate natural belay points. The 
final floor consists of a steep boulder slope through which the 
stream sinks, and at the opposite end a climb up leads to a very 
ree cra and small chamber. Beyond this the fissure is completely 
choked. 


Upstream Series 


From foot of entrance shaft the passage enlarges rapidly, passing 
two avens, and quickly reaches a third aven with the stream shower- 
ing down it. A combined tactics climb overcomes this and there is 
a convenient belay for a 30 ft. (9:1 m.) ladder at the top. Above, a 
narrow rift passage-lowers to a crawl emerging in Pool Chamber, 
from where two ways lead on. Straight ahead a rough crawl can be 
followed for 80 ft. (24:4 m.) before becoming too low, after passing 
two short, choked inlet crawls on the right. Other route follows 
the main stream and a 5 ft. (1-5 m.) climb up on the right enters a 
hands and knees crawl to a junction. Left is a dry oxbow which 
can be forced through to the streamway, which is the easier route 
although becoming a flat-out, wet crawl. From the far end of the 
oxbow the roof lifts slightly at the start of a canal leading to a 
shingle bank and two avens, one of which is the 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 
climb up to the New Entrance. 

Upstream from the avens continues to a duck and a sump which 
is by-passed via a constricted crawl in a muddy tube to rejoin the - 
stream. Not far on the main flow enters from an insignificant sump 
passage on the right whilst the low bedding plane ahead becomes 
too low after 20 ft. (6:1 m.). 

Note—The Original Entrance is now in a very unstable state at 
me top, and it is advisable to use the New Entrance. 
ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
New Entrance 15 ft. (4-5 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Waterfall Inlet 30 ft. (9-1 m.) Sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


Scimitar Pitch 1l10ft.(3m.) <- Sling 
Stemple Pitch 20 ft. (6-1 m.) Short spreader 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
The Fault 225 ft.(69m.) 10 ft.(3 m.) 250 ft. (76 m.) 
& 30 ft. (9°1 m.) and sling and 40 ft. 
(12-2 m.) 
Or alternatively the top part can be split: 
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Ladder Belay Lifeline 
(A) 125 ft.(38m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 140 ft. (43 m.) 
(B) 70 ft.(21:4m.) Short spreader 80 ft. (24:4 m.) - 
(C) 30 ft.(91m.) Sling 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


All the bolts are the small 4” Parba type, fixed in 1971, and 
their condition should be checked carefully before using. 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


HERON POT NGR SD. 714787 Grade II 
Alt. 1,180 ft. (360 m.) Length 3,600 ft. (1,098 m.) 

Depth 130 ft. (39-6 m.) 

Explored 1955, F.M.C. and N.P.C. 

Te ee and Lower Entrance become impassable in 
ood. 

Top entrance is near sink of Thack Pot Gill and is to the left of 
the stream bed. Drop into small chamber with way on back under 
climb as a twisting passage to junction with the streamway. 
Upstream through chamber to a crawl until water emerges from a 
boulder choke. Downstream a fine canyon with formations passes 
a 250 ft. (76 m.) long inlet on the left; this subdivides and chokes 
close to the flood sink. The stream canyon continues until cascades 
drop to two pitches following in rapid succession. 

From the pitch chamber a fine passage provides easy going to a 
sharp right bend where a 10 ft. (3 m.) climb leads to the Phreatic 
Inlet. This ascends through an aven chamber to fine formations and 
a tortuous inlet. Downstream continues large to deep pools and a 
calcite slope up into the Fossil Roof Series which trends back 
upstream. The water enters a long pebble crawl and a damp exit 
is made into daylight at the bottom entrance on the slope above 
Gaze Gill. 

Tackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
ist 20 ft. (6-1 m.) ott) ma.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
2nd 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 3 ft. (1 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


KING POT NGR SD. 708774 > Grade IV 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (377 m.) Length 500 ft. (153 m.) 

Depth 160 ft. (49 m.) 

Explored 1954, R.R.C.P.C.; extended 1965/66, H.W.C.P.C. 
WARNING—AII the passages and pitches from the head of the 
third pitch are highly shattered and unstable, and should be treated 
with extreme caution. 

Entrance is in deep shakehole at foot of bank almost due E of 
Braida Garth Pot, and recognisable by the old stake adjacent to the . 
opening. The first pitch leads directly from the floor of the shake- 
hole, and is quite tight and awkward. A floor is reached in a small 
chamber; to one side is a tight slot and a steep slope for which a 
ladder or handline should be used. This leads immediately to the 
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head of the second pitch, with ample good belay points. At the 
foot is a sizeable chamber with a number of passages leading out. 
One up in the wall to the left of the ladder quickly chokes, whilst 
directly opposite the ladder a rift passage soon reaches a junction. 
To the left leads to a-small chamber and three impassable inlets, 
whilst straight ahead is the Mud Tube. A long muddy crawl can be 
followed for 110 ft. (33 m.) to where a rock projection prevents 
further progress. 

The final way out of the chamber at the foot of the second 
pitch is by climbing up into a passage above the slot taking the 
small stream, and after several obstacles a boulder slope brings one 
to the head of the third pitch. It is possible to traverse up over the 
pitch, or alternatively an easy climb up out of the far end of the 
chamber below the pitch arrives at the same point. The rift passage 
gradually opens out into a large chamber with a loose funnel down 
through highly unstabie boulders in the floor. A slot at the bottom 
brings one out at the head of the fourth pitch, again opening into 
a large chamber, and with the stream entering to one side only to 
sink through the boulder floor. To the left leads up a boulder slope 
to a 12 ft. (3:6 m.) climb down into a winding vadose passage, and 
another 11 ft. (3:3m.) climb down to a chamber, the stream 
dropping into a tight slot in the floor. A crawl along the top of the - 
slot leads to the final highly shattered chamber and complete choke. 
Tackle 


Pitch . Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Slope 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Ladder or handline 

2nd 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
3rd 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 40 ft. (1:2 m.) 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
4th 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 20 ft (6:1 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


LORD’S TOP HOLE NGR SD. 706772 Grade II 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (377 m.) Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Isolated fenced shaft on Lord’s Top, approximately 12 ft. (3°6 m.) 
’ square at the top. A straight ladder climb to a solidly choked 
floor with no sign of a possible way on. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 40 ft.(12:'2m.)  Stakeandsling 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


‘ Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


LOWER BROWN HILLS CAVE NGR SD. 713793 


Grade If 

Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) Length 150 ft. (45-8 m.) 
Two holes in right bank of Gaze Gill 400 ft. (122 m.) below water- 
fall. Downstream is too narrow but upstream is a canal and a 
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shingle crawl to a low bedding plane and nasty low duck to link 
with Gaze Gill Cave. 
Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


MINERS’ CAVE NGR SD. 724766 Grade ] 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (328m.) Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 

Depth 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 

Explored 1974, L.U.S.S. 

_ Entrance partway up the Ullet Gill gully below old mine work- 
ings. Descending rift passage with boulders is formed in a fault and 
ends in a small sump pool. Cave was used to drain a mine level 
above, which has collapsed. Beware of loose boulder at entrance. 


MINI HOLE NGR SD. 712774 Grade | 
Alt. 1,260 ft. (383 m.) Depth 10 ft. (3 m.) 
Explored 1972, L.U.S.S. 

Situated in the centre bank of a double shakehole some 80 yds. 
(73 m.) SE of Growling Hole. A tight drop down through boulder 
clay leads to an impossibly tight choked fissure. 

Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


OWLET HOLE NGR SD. 704774 Grade II 

Alt. 950 ft. (290 m.) Length 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

: High in scar in Braida Garth Wood. Tricky climb into a short 
cave which quickly closes down to an earth choke. 

Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


P.A.G. POT NGR SD. 712782 Grade III 
Alt. 1,220 ft. (372 m.). Depth 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Explored 1969, B.S.A. 

Situated in a deep rock walled shakehole, with corrugated iron 
sheet covering the entrance. A free climbable pitch of 27 ft. (8-2 m.) 
in a small elliptical shaft leads to a sloping floor where the pot 
steps sideways. The head of the second pitch is extremely tight and 
awkward, but opens out into a larger rift after a few feet. A small 
inlet stream enters part way down and cascades to the floor of 
small rocks. The only way on‘is a narrow meandering fissure which 
rapidly becomes too tight. 

Tackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay _ Lifeline 

Ist Free climb but 30 ft. (9:1m.) handline may be 
useful. 

2nd 30 ft. (9:1 m.) Short bar and 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


sling 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 
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PIN HOLE NGR SD. 707775 Grade II 
Alt. 1,185 ft. (360m.) Depth 35 ft. (10-6 m.) 

Fenced shaft behind and above farm, and visible from Braida 
Garth Pot. It is a narrow rift with a bridge across at the top. Care 
should be taken on the pitch as the E wall has a number of 
shattered slabs. At the foot a short length of passage can be fol- 
lowed to a choke. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 30 ft. (9:1 m.) Stake and sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


POLYPOD POT NGR SD. 703759 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (395 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1973, B.S.A. 

Small shaft a few yards from track at S end of Scales Moor, near 
top boundary wall. A descent to a boulder floor leads to excavated 
section into small chamber with further slot in the floor too narrow 
to enter. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7:6 m.) Stake and sling 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
RAZOR POT NGR SD. 706772 Grade 18] 


Alt. 1,220 ft. (372 m.) Depth 21 ft. (6-4 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

In shallow shakehole 60 yds. (55m.) NW of Lord’s. Top Hole, 
covered by slabs which must be replaced. A tight rift pitch in 
extremely jagged rock which becomes too tight before the floor 
can be reached. To one side is an impassable slot which descends 
further than the main shaft. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7:6 m.) Stake and sling 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


REBUFF CAVE NGR SD. 706766 Grade 1! 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (395 m.) Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

Excavated entrance in deep rocky shakehole near boundary wall. 
Short climb down leads to an undercut into low bedding cave 
which can only be entered feet first. The passage narrows in, and 
tight crawl leads past an awkward squeeze to an acute bend. 
Beyond this the passage gets too small. 
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REMEMBRANCE POT NGR SD. 710775 Grade III 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (377m.) Depth 95 ft. (29 m.) 
Explored 1964, B.S.A. 

The entrance lies in a deep circular shakehole with no sign of any 
bed rock, approximately 200 yds. (183 m.) SW of the large pile of 
gritstone boulders at the mouth of the shallow side valley. The 
entrance itself is subject to collapse of the unstable boulder clay 
bank above, and care should be exercised. The first pitch of 52 ft. 
(16 m.) lands on a sloping boulder floor with an impassable inlet 
entering from a narrow slot to one side, and the stream flows via 
‘a small ox-bow to the lip of the second pitch a few feet away. A 
further descent of 21 ft. (6-4 m.), best laddered right through from 
the surface, reaches a chamber with a boulder floor sloping steeply 
down to.a sump. This has been dived and is only passable at floor 
level 20 ft. (6-1 m.) down. A short dive and ascent leads to a mud 
bank completely choking the way on. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist and 2nd 90 ft. (27-3 m.) Stakeand sling 120 ft. (37 m.) 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


SCALES MOOR CAVE NGR SD. 718770 Grade II 
Alt. 1,275 ft. (388 m.) Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Depth 45 ft. (13-7 m.) 

Entrance is in large shakehole just below final step up on to clint 
area with old ruin on it. A scramble down over a boulder leads 
into a large rift passage sloping downwards, and lit by daylight. 
entering through a narrow hole from an adjoining shakehole. The 
slope ends at a tight slot in the floor, but it is possible to traverse 
forward on ledges to where the passage widens and a showerbath 
enters from the roof ahead. Again daylight enters from an open 
shaft. The floor and final choke can be reached by climbing down 
into the slot just before the traverse ends. 


SCALES MOOR POTS Grade II 
Alt. 1,275 ft. (388 m.) 

Both shafts are very hard to locate on the almost featureless 
limestone wastes of Scales Moor, but 1 is almost straight out onto 
the bench from Flatstones Pot, whilst 2 is almost on the outer edge 
of the bench at the head of Ullet Gill. 


1. NGR SD. 715768. Depth 63 ft. (19 m.) ; 

In a long rift shakehole with the entrance at the end. A 35 ft. 
(10:7 m.) pitch lands in a small chamber with an inlet stream 
cascading out of a very narrow passage up one wall. To the side 
of the chamber is a further 18 ft. (4-8 m.) pitch to a boulder floor, 
and a few feet along the rift is a small climb down to the start of 


an impenetrable passage. a 
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Tackle a2 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist and 2nd 60 ft. (18:3 m.) Sling 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 


2. NGR SD. 720770. Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

The entrance is surrounded by an almost smooth circle of exposed 
limestone to one side of a large rocky shakehole. An awkward free 
climb, or 25 ft. (7-6 m.) ladder climb leads to a window to one side, 
and a further 15 ft. (45 m.) descent down an off-vertical pitch 
reaches a choke. In wet weather a small stream enters part way 
down first pitch to sink in choke. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist and 2nd 40 ft.(12:°2m.) Sling 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
SLOT POT NGR SD. 705767 Grade II 


Alt. 1,270 ft. (387 m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

Entrance in double shakehole a few yards N of boundary wall 
of Lord’s Lot Top. A small rift choked at bottom which can be 
free-climbed, but easier with a ladder. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Stake and sling 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


SOLO POT NGR SD. 715772 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (396 m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 

In shallow shakehole just to the SW of first small stream sink at 
foot of Rigg Side. A straight descent into rift, with narrow passage 
leading off. This gradually closes in to become impassable after 
about 20 ft. (6:1 m.). 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7°6 m.) stake and sling;40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


SOUTHWORTH’S HOLE NGR SD. 724764 Grade I 
Alt. 825 ft. (251m.) Length 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
Explored 1969, H.W.C.P.C. 

On up-hill side of wire fence, and just to S of Ullet Gill. A small 
gully entrance covered with large boulders, which must be replaced, 
leads into a short, sloping passage and a chamber. All possible ways 
on are choked, but in wet weather a small stream entering in wall 
of chamber sinks in floor. 

Permission, Springcote Farm. 
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SPECTACLE POT NGR SD. 711777 Grade V 
Alt. 1,210 ft. (369m.) Length 800 ft. (244 m.) 
Depth 336 ft. (112 m.) 

Explored 1936, Y.R.C.; extended 1960,‘Black Rose P.C. and 1971, 


iU-S:S,. 

WARNING—Splutter Crawl will become impassable in wet weather, 
and the looseness of Dodd’s Pitch demands extreme caution. Rescue 
of an injured person would be almost impossible under certain 
conditions. 

Tight initial crawls leading to a spectacular big pitch. The 
entrance shakehole is best found by walking from Braida Garth 
onto the moor, and across to the large pile of gritstone boulders 
at the entrance to the dry side valley. From here if one makes for 
the large obvious shakehole at the toe of the bank on up-valley, 
Spectacle Pot will be found in a small elongated depression -out 
from the bank about 200 ft. (61 m.) before this is reached, and is 
recognisable by the roll of wire netting. The entrance pitch is spiit 
by a ledge halfway down, and from the foot an awkward 6 ft. 
(1:8 m.) climb leads to the floor of a narrow rift. A further climb 
down of 8 ft. (2:4m.) quickly follows, to emerge in a small’ aven. 
From here a short crawl and squeeze lead to the Letterbox and the 
start of Splutter Crawl. This is a flat out crawl, possibly best dealt 
with by crawling on one’s back, the rift above being far too narrow 
to be of use. At the far end is a further 8 ft. (2-4m.) drop and 
’ approaching this head first is awkward, although the short fixed 
ladder is a help. The chamber at the foot gives directly onto the 
second pitch with a bolt belay, the take-off being rather tight. 
Below, two bends lead to the junction with Onion Passage, an ° 
inlet which can be followed by slim cavers for 250 ft. (76 m.) 
through several tight sections to two avens and a choke. 

From the junction easy crawling and walking leads to Moorhouse 
Aven after 100 ft. (30:5 m.). This large aven, some 35 ft. (10-6 m.) 
high has a small stream entering, and the fault which controls this 
part of the pot can be seen clearly where a shale bed has been 
displaced. The passage on is a low wet crawl, and in wet’ weather 
can become a long duck although normally has plenty of airspace. 
At the far end of the crawl Dryden Chamber is entered, being 
fairly spacious’ with boulders littering the floor. Dodd’s Pitch 
follows immediately, and there are two routes which can be used 
for the descent. The first, and original one followed the water 
down a tight slot to two eyeholes, and is tight and awkward. This 
way has. become partly blocked by excavation of an upper bedding 
reached via a climb up at the end of the chamber. A short crawl 
enters a small chamber suitable for the lifeliner, whilst the pitch 
is reached feet first through the continuing bedding. A descent 
of 60 ft. (18-3 m.) lands on a ledge, from which an exposed traverse 
leads to a piton and bolt which serve as the belay points for the 
next drop of 75 ft. (23 m.). } 

At the foot of this pitch are a number of blind holes in the floor, 
and to one side are the twin eyeholes giving onto the pitch at the 
head of The Great Rubble Heap. The lower eyehole is the safer, 
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and a long belay and at least 25 ft. (7-6 m.) of ladder lead onto the 
top of the extremely unstable boulder slope. Great care must be 
exercised here, and only one person should move at a time. The 
final pitch of 30 ft. (9-1 m.) is reached at the foot of the slope, and 
is very tight and awkward at the top. Below the pitch is a final 
small boulder chamber and an excavated route down to a sump 
which was dived for 20 ft. (6-1 m.), and to a similar depth only to 
end in an underwater boulder choke. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 35 ft.(10-6 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 

2nd 20 ft. (6-1 m.) Short spreader 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Dodd’s Pitch 60 ft.(18:-3 m.) Shortspreader 80 ft (24-4 m.) 
and 75 ft. (23 m.) and short and 100 it. 

spreader (30-5 m.) 
4th 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 20 ft. (7-6 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
5th 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Note—All the bolts are of the small Parba type and were installed 
early in 1971. They should be treated with caution and alternative 
belays sought if they appear unsound. 

Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


STAG NIGHT HOLE NGR SD. 709780 Grade II 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (350m.) Length 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 

Explored 1971, L.U.S.S. 

Entrance lies within a few feet of the scar top wall NE of 
Braida Garth Farm. An easy descent leads to a tight loose squeeze 
down into a small passage. Crawling over a soft silt floor quickly 
leads to a complete choke. 

Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


STEPS POT NGR SD. 715768 Grade III 
Alt. 1,275 ft. (88 m.) Depth 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Explored 196?, B.S.A. 

Entrance is in centre of clint outcrop in shakehole some 50 yds. 
(46 m.) E of Scales Moor Pot 1. A very tight initial section opens 
out into a large shaft, and care should be taken passing a huge 
boulder bridged across part way down. At the foot of pitch is 
small chamber with a choked floor, and an impassable slot to one 
aS ee which can be heard the noise of flowing water. 

ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 50 ft. (15-3m.) chort bar and 60 ft. (18-3 m.). 
sling 

STONE MAN POT NGR SD. 717768 Grade III 


Alt. 1,275 ft. (388 m.) Depth 45 ft. (13-7 m.) 
Explored 1949, C.P.C. 
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The entrance is situated in the more northerly of a pair of 
adjacent shakeholes some 40 yds. (37 m.) from a large isolated 
limestone boulder. A cautious descent past unstable boulders can 
be made to a landing on a loose pile of rocks. To one side a further 
precarious descent over debris can be made for 20 ft. (6-1 m.) to a 
choke, whilst on the opposite side, and now covered by collapse 
debris, was a further shaft plumbed to 90 ft. (27 m.) but which got 
too tight 25 ft. (7-6 m.) down. : 

Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay ’ Lifeline 
Ist and 2nd 45 ft. (13-7m.) stake and sling 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


THUNDER HOLE NGR SD. 712782 Grade [ 
Alt. 1,220 ft. 372m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

Explored 1969, B.S.A. , 
: Excavated shaft a few yards N of P.A.G. Pot covered with 
corrugated iron sheets, and recognisable by the pile of debris to 
one side. An easy free climb leads down to where the rift narrows 
to only a very narrow slot. 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


TIMBER POT NGR SD. 707774 Grade II 
Alt. 1,200 ft. (365 m.) Depth 36 ft. (11 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

Situated in shallow shakehole immediately to the W of Braida 
Garth Pot, and covered over with boards, which must be replaced. 
A small circular shaft gradually enlarges into a rift, the foot of 
which is severely choked, as is the continuation to the N. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 40 ft. (12:2 m.) Stake and sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Permission, Braida Garth Farm. 


ULLET GILL CAVE NGR SD. 723763 Grade I 
Alt. 790 ft. (241.m.) Length 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 


Explored 1969, B.S.A. 
At head of normally dry stream bed at foot of small scar. In wet 


weather is an important flood rising, issuing a very large stream. 
A small step down at right hand end of scar leads into a low, but 
wide bedding cave. Extensive blasting operations allow flat out 
crawling for short distance to where it is possible to see that the 
very low bedding continues for at least another 20 ft. (6-1 m.). 


Permission, Springcote Farm. 


UPPER BROWN HILLS CAVE NGR SD. 714793 Grade { 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
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Resurgence cave by the waterfalls in Gaze Gill. Slit entrance 
lowers to a sharp left bend and the cave divides beneath the surface 
streambed. 

Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


WHIT POT NGR SD. 703762 Grade II 
Alt. 1,250 ft. (381 m.) ag es Pe it. (107 ni) 
Explored 1950 and 1972, 

Entrance is in rift eis containing a small tree well out 
towards edge of bench. A tight shaft leads to a cross joint, and a 
squeeze at floor level to the N opens out into two small aven 
chambers. There is no passable way on, although the boulder floor 
in the end chamber may be worth a dig. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 30 ft. (9-1 m. Stake and sling 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
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APPRENTICE POT NGR SD. 703788 Grade I 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (350m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

Entrance in small rock face, approximately half way along line 
of shakeholes from Bull Pot to next wall up-valley. A small climb 
down leads after a few feet to a sharp corner to the right and 
further climb down of 10 ft. (3 m.). At foot is a rift which rapidly 
closes in and becomes an over-tight meandering fissure. 


BATTY CAVE NGER SD. 706795 Grade III 
Alt. 1,130 ft. (344m.) Length 1,300 ft. (395 m.) 

Depth 140 ft. (43-5 m.) 

Explored Y.R.C.; extended 1949, N.P.C. 

Prominent stream sink surrounded by fence. Way in is dry hole 
to E of sinkhole but water is joined just inside entrance and falls 
over a short pitch. Outlet from chamber soon lowers to a crawl over 
cobbles until solid floor appears and the going eases as small rapids 
are encountered. Calcite creates a squeeze into a high passage to a 
decorated chamber and series of climbs into a low wet bedding 
plane. Traverse over climb leads to a dry cavern choked by calcite. 

Wet downstream bedding is 200 ft. (61 m.) long to a strong inlet 
on the left but the continuing higher passage soon chokes with 
gravel in the floor and calcite in the roof. Water emerges in Kings- 
dale Head Cave. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 8 ft. (2-4 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


BEDSTEAD POT NGR SD. 694776 Grade III 
Alt. 1,260 ft. (383 m.) Length 170 ft. (51-8 m.) 

Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Explored 1962, U.L.S.A. 

Shaft covered by bedstead in small shakehole 100 yds. (91:5 m.) 
NE of Swinsto. Straight pitch, followed by hands and knees crawl 
becoming lower and wetter. Blocked by a mudbank only 20 ft. 
(6:1 m.) from Double Three Pot. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 
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BLOOD POT NGR SD. 694775 Grade II 
Alt. 1,250 ft. (381m.) Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1970, University of Hull Speleological Society. 

Open shaft covered by corrugated iron sheets, in same shakehole 
as Suicide Pot, approximately half way between Swinsto Hole and 
Turbary Pot. At foot of shaft is a narrow rift on down, with small 
stream seen at foot of Suicide Pot. Way on is too tight to follow. 


Tackle on 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 25 it. (7-6im.) Stake and sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
BULL POT NGR SD. 702787 Grade III 


Alt. 1,175 ft. (357 m.) Length 700 ft. (214 m.) 

Depth 260 ft. (79 m.) 

Explored 1899 and 1934, Y.R.C.; extended 1948, C.P.C. 
WARNING—Lower pitches become impassable in flood. 

Most notable sink between Jingling Pot and Yordas. Traditional 
entrance is a boulder covered rift just beyond end of stream 
channel. Belay to block for shaft into long fissure. Proceeding S 
the stream is found emerging from a small passage, and it may be 
followed back up two climbs into a bedding plane leading to day- 
light at the sink. Across the surface stream channel a very tortuous 
route drops awkwardly to a 30 ft. (9:1 m.) pitch into a chamber. A 
climb up onto a shelf reveals two high level passages above fissures. 
The N branch leads to another chamber and a low crawl, whilst the 
S passage connects with Bull Pot entrance rift. 

Downstream is the second pitch where the fall is descended part- 
way and the crossing made to a ledge. Dry short passage to the 
third pitch where the water is rejoined and the last 13 ft. (4 m.) 
from a large ledge may be laddered separately. Fourth pitch is 
broken and lands in a pinnacle chamber where the rift doubles back 
and drops quickly into another chamber with the stream sinking in 
the floor. The narrow floor fissure leads to the final pitch (which can 
be awkward for larger cavers) and a small cavern with a miserable 
sump pool. From the sink chamber a fossil route passes through 
a deep pool to a succession of climbs ending at a static sump, 
which has been dived for 60 ft. (18:3 m.) to a mudbank. A rope will 
be found useful in reversing two of the climbs. 


Tackle é 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
2nd 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 10 ft. (6-1 m. 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
3rd 55 ft.(16°8m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
4th 55 ft.(16-8m.) 10 ft.3 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
5th 35 ft.(10-6m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Permission, Westgate, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 
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BUZZER’S POT NGR SD. 692771 Grade I 
Alt. 1,270 ft. tl La Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Explored 1938, B.S.A. 

On High Plain "200 yds. (183 m.) NE of Sheepfold Pot. Narrow 
climbable rift to floor of boulders. Stream can be heard but it flows 
in a deep impassable crack. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


CALF POT NGR SD. 702787 Grade I 
Alt. 1,180 ft. aoe ~ Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Explored 1964, N.C.C. 

Deep Sean upstream of Bull Pot on right bank. Rift with 
steep slope of boulders. Choked by mud and rocks. 
Permission, Westgate, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


COW POT NGR SD. 702787 Grade II 
Alt. 1,170 ft. (326m.) Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

Immediately below scar at Bull Pot. Open pot onto boulder slope 
which chokes the rift. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Permission, Westgate, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


DOUBLE THREE POT NGR SD. 694776 Grade II 
Alt. 1,260 ft. Ge te Depth 33 ft. (10 m.) 
Explored 1908, Y.R.C. 

150 yds. (137 ma) NE of Swinsto and 200 yds. (183 m.) S of the 
wall. Straight shaft into a small chamber with a fissure inlet high 
in the W wall. Waterlogged inlet and outlet pasages at floor level are 
choked by mud. 


Tackle ’ 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 35 ft.(10°6m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth 


. 


FAG POT NGR SD. 693772 Grade I 
Alt. 1,260 ft. (383 m.) Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

Small shaft 200 ft. (61 m.) E of wall. May be climbed (but beware 
of sharp rock) and is choked by earth and rocks, 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 
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GREEN LAIDS POT NGR SD. 700784 Grade II 
(McShea’s Mine) 

Alt. 1,200 ft. (365m.) Length 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 

Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 

Explored 1967, H.W.C.P.C. 

_ First small stream sink N of Jingling Pot. Entrance is abandoned 
sink with a narrow fissure passage to a pitch. Continuing rift is too 


tight. 

Tackle : 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Permission, Ireby Hall Farm, Cowan Bridge, via Carnforth. 


JINGLING CAVES NGR SD. 698782 and 699784 
Grade II 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (378 m.) Length 1,230 ft. (375 m.) 

Cave opening by Jingling Pot. Downstream is crawl past unroofed 
section and another entrance. Passage slowly increases in height and 
passes under window in bottom of deep shakehole after .600 ft. 
(183 m.). Beyond a damp 10 ft. (3 m.) climb easy walking leads to 
Rowten Cave. 

Permission, Ireby Hall Farm, Cowan Bridge,via Carnforth. 


JINGLING POT NGR SD. 699784 Grade III 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (378 m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) } 

Depth 220 ft. (67 m.) 

Explored 1926, Y.R.C.; extended 1969, B.S.A. 

A superb daylight shaft. Next sink N of Rowten above the 
Turbary Road. Water ‘may be diverted into Jingling Cave and the 
shaft laddered from the tree 140 ft. (42:8 m.) or as two pitches at 
the S end of the rift. The first short pitch can be climbed with 
care, but ladder the main shaft. From the bottom a separate series 
of shafts ascends to 30 ft. (9:1 m.) below the surface; this point is 
difficult to reach from above. 

At foot of main shaft a fine cleft continues to a 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
climb but it quickly chokes with shingle. On the left is a blind pot 
15 ft. (4:5 m.) deep but to the right at the base of the 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
climb is a small drop and window to a chimney. Below is a complex 
of crawls and choked rifts; one 25 ft. (7-6 m.) deep. 

Tackle ; ri 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Main shaf { 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 160 ft. (48-7 m.) 
oe 120 ft. (36:5 m.) 20ft.(61m.) — 

Permission, Ireby Hall, Cowan Bridge,via Carnforth. 


KAIL POT NGR SD. 687769 Grade II 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (395 m.) Depth 55 ft. (168 m.) 
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Impressive fenced hole in shallow valley below Turbary Road. 
With care climb down gully (rope advisable) into open pot. Only 
outlet is a fissure and scramble down onto a steep slope running 
back towards the open pot. The passage quickly chokes. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


KELD HEAD NGR SD. 696766 

Alt. 830 ft. (253 m.). Length 1,400 ft. (435 m.) 
Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

Explored C.D.G. 

Massive resurgence below Kingsdale road. No passage accessible 
without diving apparatus. Inside the entrance is a huge underwater 
cavern up to 100 ft. (30°5m.) wide. Large passage with airbells 
continues for 450 ft. (137 m.) to where a smaller passage on the left 
has been explored to a point 1,100 ft. (335 m.) from the entrance 
via series of airbells and short lengths of passage above water. 
Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


KELD NOOK CAVE NGR SD. 693767 Grade II 
(Scar Cave) 

Alt. 1,200 ft. (365 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

Low entrance below cliff in escarpment overlooking Keld Head. 
Crawl descends to a muddy squeeze into a chamber whose floor is 
choked by mud and boulders. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


KELD NOOK POT NGR SD. 692768 Grade IT 
(Black Pot) 
Alt. (1,220 ft. pe Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1972, L.U.C 

Rift in shallow ae 100 yds. (91-5 m.) W of Keld Nook 
Cave and 300 yds. (274 m.) E of Sheepfold Pot. Deepest part is at 
E end where an easy chimney leads to a horizontal squeeze into an 
open rift dropping into a small chamber with a boulder floor. 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


KINGSDALE HEAD CAVE NGR SD. 708795 Grade III 
Alt. 990 ft. (295 m.) Length 250 ft. (76 m.) 

Explored 1969, R.R.C.P.C. 

WARNING—Floods suddenly after rain. 

In scar by main beck just below Kingsdale Head Farm and 40 ft. 
(12:2 m.) from rising. Low wet crawl for a few feet into hands and 
knees crawl with stalagmites until passage becomes too low. Water 
comes from Batty Cave. 

Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 
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THE MOHOLE WNGR SD. 686769 Grade III 
Alt. 1,325 ft. (404m.) Length 130 ft. (39:6 m.) 

Depth 270 ft: (82-4 m.) 

Explored 1969, U.L.S.A. 

Deep shakehole by Blea Dubs wall. Scramble down rift to boulder 
floor with holes off in both directions. One opening is a blind 
chamber but the other opens out above the first pitch. Best laddered 
down narrow rift, but. one traverses across to climb down sharp 
chimney until shaft widens and ladder can be gained. Next pitch 
follows at once as a slot under the wall which pops out into a 
small chamber. Short passage to the third pitch opening out into a 
fine climb. Steep boulder slope offers no shelter so descend final 
pitch into chamber. Possible to get down another 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
between boulders and the wall. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 55 ft.(16°8m.) 3 it. (0-9 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
2nd 25 ft. 7-6 m.) —_ 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
3rd 95 ft. (29 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 120 ft. (36-5 m.) 
4th 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


NEW POT NGR SD. 692775 Grade iI 
Alt. 1,250 ft. (393 m.) Depth 35ft. (10°5m.) . 

Inconspicuous shakehole 100 yds. (91:5 m.) from wall. Simple 
ladder descent into joint chamber with a choked floor. 
Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 35: ft2(105'm.) “<5 ft.(1-°> m:) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


PILGRIM POT NGR SD. 687769 Grade | 
Alt. 1,320 ft. (402 m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 


Explored 1969, U.L.S.A. i 
Deep shakehole E of the Mohole. Wet fissure descends in a 


series of steps to a choked crack in a small chamber. 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


PLANTATION POT NGR SD. 704792 Grade II 
Alt. 1,165 ft. (355 m.) Depth 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

In steep, grass sided shakehole just up-valley from wall round 
head of Yordas Plantation. A rift pitch with very unstable excavated 
entrance leads to chamber with mud floor. At one end is slope 
down into start of choked bedding passage. 
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Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 30 ft. (9:1 m.) Stake and sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
RAPUNZEL POTS NGR SD. 689767 Grade I—II 


Alt. 1,225 ft (372:°5m.) Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 

Down shallow valley below Kail Pot in a large closed depression. 
Two pots high on N side near outcrop of limestone. One is a rift 
choked by boulders, the other a hole opening into a chamber (rope 
advisable) where debris is stacked behind a tail board. Ends in a 
narrow fissure. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


RED CAVE NGR SD. 694776 Grade I] 
Alt. 1,260 ft. (383 m.) Length 120ft. (36-5 m.) 

Long shakehole 60 ft. (18-3 m.) N of Double Three. Entrance is 
a shallow canyon with inlet and outlet passages. The inlet is a 
square crawl and very tight passage emerging at the nearby sink. 
Downstream a very tortuous crawl above a deep floor slot connects 
with Double Three Pot. ; 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


ROWTEN CAVES’ NGR SD. 697780 and 698780 Grade II 
Alt. 1,220 ft. (372m.) Length 950 ft. (289 m.) 

Large entrance at the sink of Rowting Beck. Tributary passage 
connects with another entrance where a crawl continues but splits 
and becomes too low. Main downstream passage is easy going for 
200 ft. (61 m.) to where a tight rift passage enters to the right. The 
roof of the main streamway suddenly lowers to a flat-out crawl 
before rising again into a walking passage. The Jingling Cave inlet 
enters on a sharp right bend 300 ft. (91:5m.) before the trench 
passes under a slippery chimney out to the surface. Continuing, the 
water cascades into a wide pool and a bedding plane emerges in 
Rowten Pot above the gully. 

Permission, Fore Dales, Ingleton, via Carnforth. 


ROWTEN POT NGR SD. 698780 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,190 ft. (362 m.) Length 850 ft. (259 m.) 

Depth 345 ft. (103 m.) 

Bottomed 1897, Y.R.C. 

A tremendous chasm which provides a memorable trip. Great 
open pot by gate on the Turbary Road. Climb down onto boulder 
floor and either cross stream to ladder gully if dry, or scramble 
down a buttress onto jammed blocks and ladder a short pitch over 
chockstones onto the traverse which follows the gully pitch. From 
a large bridge the main shaft may be laddered to the left or right 
and the last section below a wet ledge can be hung separately. The 
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cavern at the base of the main shaft may be reached by a direct 
pitch of 220 ft. (67 m.) from the surface eyehole by the open pot. 

dry bypass and series of climbs cuts out the next waterfall and 
a dry pitch down a chimney (climbable with care) gains the top of 
the last waterfall. The fall is usually laddered to the right but a 
traverse and climb (or short pitch) drop into a dry passage leading 
to the waterfall chamber. The stream runs into two sumps and 
from the larger one it is possible to dive into the Kingsdale Master 
Cave (see Valley Entrance). 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Gully 40 ft.(12;2m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Traverse 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Main ee ft. (30-5 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 150 ft. (45-7 m.) 
Shaft 45 ft.(13:7m.) 2 ft. 0-6 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
3rd 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 4 ft. (1-2 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
4th 40 ft.(12:2m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Calcite Inlet 

Part way along dry bypass below main shaft is a steep inlet on 
the right. Passage with pools ends in two avens. 
Leak Inlet. Explored 1969, H.W.C.P.C. 

Cross above 3rd pitch to 15 ft. (4-5 m.) cascade and 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
shaft requiring a maypole. Next 30 ft. (9:1 m.) shaft can be climbed 
using a convenient axle to a chamber with two inlets. One is too 
tight but the other is a 10 ft. (3 m.) climb into Straw Chamber 
which has two narrow avens. 

Frake’s Series. Explored 1965 and 1973/74, C.D.G. 
Length 2,800 ft. (854 m.) 

From Rowten sump pool climb up into short roof passage or 
dive 5 ft. (1:5 m.) into a complex of canals ending in an upstream 
sump which is a 200 ft. (61 m.) shallow dive into a wide passage 
for 700 ft. (213 m.) to a deep canal on the left and a smaller tribu- 
tary straight ahead. A crawl up the tributary soon sumps and it 
has been dived for 100 ft. (30-5 m.) in a very low passage. 

The canal leads to a serious sump of 500 ft. (153 m.) to a stream- 
way passing under three avens (beneath Jingling Pot) and after a 
further 150 ft. (46m.) sump, splitting into two branches. The 
smaller western branch starts with a 50 ft. (15:3 m.) sump and ends 
with one of 150 ft. (46 m.) to a massive airbell over deep water. The 
eastern branch is good going to the inevitable syphon which enters 
the same massive airbell as the western branch. Exploration con- 
tinues upstream. 

Permission, Fore Dales, Ingleton, via Carnforth. 


SHEEPFOLD POT NGR SD. 690769 Grade I 
Alt. 1,270 ft. (387 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
pe ohne 
E e » Y.R.C, 
large shakehole approached by gate below Tusbary Road. ‘Walk 


59 


WEST KINGSDALE 


down grass and boulders into tall fissure and scramble over rocks 
until the way forward narrows. Beyond a tight section the passage 
continues but it seems to be an inlet. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


SHOUT POT NGR SD. 702787 Grade I 
Alt. 1,200 ft. (365 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 

S of Bull Pot in line of shakeholes above Shout Scar. Entrance 
opens into irregular rift passage which drops steadily until the 
floor is choked and the fissure narrows. 

Permission, Westgate, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


SIMPSON’S CAVES NGR SD. 695777 and 696778 


Grade II—III 
Alt. 1,240 ft. (378 m.) Length 1,040 ft. (318 m.) 
Explored 1940, B.S.A.; extended 1949, Bradford Tech. Coll. P.C. 
and 1964, U.L.S.A. 

A shallow cave system with many points of entry in the bench 
between Swinsto Hole and Simpson’s Pot. Dug out entrance is 
200 ft. (61 m.) NE of Double Three Pot and may be blocked by 
earth. It drops into the main crawl which soon becomes very low 
upstream. Downstream passes beneath two other entrances and 
through long pools to an inlet where daylight can be glimpsed. The 
passage now enlarges but quickly sumps, although a bypass is 
, provided by Birthday Passage on the left. This abandoned crawl 
ends at a “T” junction 250 ft. (76 m.) forward. Left is a wet crawl 
into Simpson’s Pot shakehole while right is a muddy, wet passage 
back’ to the streamway. The water falls down cascades into a pool 
and waterlogged bedding plane. Upstream passes beneath another 
entrance as a walking passage which suddenly sumps. 

Permission, Fore Dales, Ingleton, via Carnforth. 


SIMPSON’S POT NGR SD. 696779 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,235 ft. (377 m.) Length 1,800 ft. (585 m.) 

Depth 375 ft. (112 m.) 

Explored 1940, B.S.A.; extended 1962, U.L.S.A. 

A justly popular pot which provides a fascinating and sporting 
trip. Entrance in small shakehole at back of bench 100 yds. 
(91:5 m.) from wall. Clean crawl with short inlet to left and two 
short drops to a further crawl becoming wet where a chink of day- 
light is seen to the left. Passage becomes higher and Simpson’s Cave 
-water enters from an impassable inlet before the stream falls down 
the Five Steps (rope useful for novices). Now the water plunges 
into the Pit (on its way to Storm Pot) but it is easier to traverse 
across.and climb Chandelier and Camel Pots to Stake Pot. Traverse 
over next hole and clamber down to Storm Pot where stream falls 
through roof. Deep pool is blind but back towards the ladder is :. 
short duck into a fine passage and traverse to Carol Pot. Squeeze 
forward to Shuffle Pot where route enlarges and wide ledges above 
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stream channel lead to Lake Pot. Outlet from pool is a decorated 
streamway to Aven Pot followed by a squeéze and climb into the 
chamber at the top of Slit Pot. Even large people can pass this 
obstacle by going through upright (on a line). This fine ladder 
climb lands in Swinsto Hole just above the last pitch. 

A roof traverse upstream of Aven Pot leads to a false floor and 
climbable bypass to Aven Pot. Above the false floor is a climb up 
into a decorated chamber, high level passage and traverse way 
above Slit Pot to a choke. In the corner of the decorated chamber 
is the magnificent Great Aven pitch onto the boulder pile over- 
hanging Swinsto Final Chamber. é 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Stake Pot 20 ft. (6:1 m.) Spreader 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Storm Pot 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Carol Pot 35 ft.(10-5 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Shuffle Pot 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Lake Pot 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 30) ft2(9-lim.) ~~ 40 ft1(12:2m:)= 
Aven Pot 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Slit Pot 80 ft. (24-4m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30-5°m.) 


Great Aven 130 ft. (39:5 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 150 ft. (45:7 m.) 
Boulder Pitch 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Permission, Fore Dales, Ingieton, via Carnforth. 


SLANTING CAVE NGR SD. 705792 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,130 ft. (334m.) Length 1,220 ft. (371 m.) 

Depth 210 ft. (64 m.) 

Explored 1956, F.M.C.; extended 1972, C.P.C. 
WARNING—Short sections flood to roof in wet weather and crawls 
may siit up. 

One in a line of shakeholes—150 yds. (137 m.) NE of the top of 
Yordas Wood. Climb down into a steep little streamway which 
divides upstream and soon becomes too small for progress. Down- 
stream is a small chamber where flood inlet enters on right and 
passage descends steeply to a short wet crawl. Fine twisting trench 
to cascade and lower passage before a traverse provides the easiest 
route in a passage 25 ft. (7°6 m.) high. Flowstone almost blocks the 
way before a chamber and aven full of boulders is gained. Bedding 
plane crawl enters a canal and small rift passage to a duck and well 
decorated section. Roof descends to the Trap (a low airspace canal) 
and easier going to the two terminal pitches. Continuing passage is 
large but soon leads to the final sump. 


Tackle 


Pitch Ladder 1 Belay Lifeline 
Ist 20 ite (671 m.) 120 ft. 36-5 : 
2nd 70 ft. (21-4m,.) fo Cm) Ott. 36-5 m.) 


Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 
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- SLOPING CAVE NGR SD. 704791 Grade II 

. Alt. 1,150 ft. (340 m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 

Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

Explored and extended 1972, H.W.C.P.C., B.S.A. and U.L.S.A. — 
Collapsed sinkhole S of Yordas Gill. Loose entrance squeeze into 

small chamber and tortuous outlet passage, which becomes too 

tight although a wider section can be seen above. Blocked with 

earth at present. 

Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


SUICIDE POT NGR SD. 694775 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,250 ft. (381m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 

Explored 1969, B.S.A. 

WARNING—The whole of this pot is in unstable boulders and 
demands the greatest caution. 

Entrance down under boulders immediately adjacent to Blood Pot 
(approximately mid-way between Swinsto Hole and Turbary Pot). A 
short climb down leads to a very tight squeeze through loose rocks, 
and an awkward climb down on insecure blocks to a choked floor. 
A small stream enters part way down final climb, and this is seen 
in Blood Pot. 


SWINSTO HOLE NGR SD. 694775 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,260 ft. (383 m.) Length 3,000 ft. (910 m.) 

Depth 430 ft. (131 m.) 

Entered Y.R.C.; extended 1930, G.C. and 1962, U.L.S.A. 

A tremendous sporting pot—very popular as a through route into 
the Kingsdale Master Cave (see Valley Entrance). Follow up 
Swinsto Beck from the Turbary Road. Entrance is in shakehole to 
right of top sink, where a manhole enters a small streamway lead- 
ing quickly to the first pitch into a chamber with an inlet passage 
to two avens. Outlet is Swinsto Long Crawl, 900 ft. (274 m.) of 
stooping and crawling in water to a 13 ft. (4m.) climb into a deep 
pool (rope useful). First Inlet in Long Crawl is 200 ft. (61 m.) long 
and the second 50 ft. (15:3 m.). Both become too tight. 

Curtain Pitch follows and is succeeded by Pool Pitch, which is 
laddered dry by climbing into the roof. Exit from Pool Chamber 
by crawling over or under blocks to the top of the Main Pitch, 
which is conveniently split by a spray-lashed ledge. A wide passage 
gains in height and Turbary Inlet cascades in high on the right. It 
provides good going with odd squeezes for 500 ft. (153 m.) and 
ends in a boulder choke under Turbary Pot. 

Traverse on downstream into easy passage until water sinks into 
a crack. Deserted route drops into a chamber with a deep pool 
and a 20 ft. (6:1 m.) climb over a parapet (rope useful). Next pitch 
into Spout Chamber where water is rejoined and followed down 
sporting cascades until the passage enlarges and Simpson’s Pot 
water enters from Slit Pot aven. Cascade into Final Chamber is 
climbable on the left but should be lined since rock is shattered. 
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Final Chamber is overhung by boulder chaos flooring the Great 
Aven (see Simpson’s Pot). Two ways forward are possible. Left is 
Philosopher’s Crawl and right is East Entrance Passage (see Valley 


Entrance). 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ast 2 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Curtain 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Pool Pitch 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 9 ft. (2:7 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


eset J 50 ft.(15:3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
Pat ECE Se 6-45-44. (13:8 mx.) edt, (6-9 mm.) 708214 m4 
Spout 25 ft=(7-6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Final 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


SWINSTO SOUTH ‘NGR SD. 693775 Grade ] 

Alt. 1,290 ft. (393 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) é 
Stream sink by wall S of Swinsto Beck. Scramble down into low 

boulder strewn passage and drop into small choked chamber. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


THORNEY POT NGR SD. 695773 Grade I] 
Alt. 1,220 ft. (371 m.) Depth 35 ft. (10-5 m.) 

Large open pot surrounded by a low wall. May be climbed at S 
end to a floor which slopes down to choke the N end of the rift. 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


TRACK CAVE NGR SD. 689770 Grade I 
Alt. 1,280 ft. (390 m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) : 
Explored 1971, K.C.C. 

Low entrance to W of Turbary Road. Muddy bedding plane runs 
back under track and enlarges somewhat before choking. It trends 
towards Sheepfold Pot. 

Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


TURBARY POT NGR SD. 695775 Grade III 

Alt. 1,240 ft. (377 m.) Length 120 ft. (36:5 m.) 

Depth 130 ft. (39:5 m.) 

Explored 1964,°H.W.C.P.C. ; oe 
In small shakehole by Turbary Road just N of Swinsto Beck flood 

sink. Steep slope to low entrance and bedding plane crawl to first 

pitch onto a large ledge. Second pitch follows at once, down a rift 

with some loose rock, into McShea Chamber. Water sinks into 

formidable choke and climb up inlet rift ends in tight passage. 
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Tackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 60 ft. (18-3 m.) \ , ; 


Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


UPPER KINGSDALE HEAD CAVE NGR SD. 797707 


Grade II 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
On N bank of Backstone Gill upstream of Kingsdale Head Farm. 
Resurgence cave is a wet crawl becoming too low. 
Permission, Kingsdale Head Farm. 


VALLEY ENTRANCE WNGR SD. 698774 Grade III—IV 
(Kingsdale Master Cave) 

Alt. 880 ft. (268m.) Length 24 miles (4km.); 43 miles (76 km.) 
including tributaries. 

Explored 1966, U.L.S.A. and C.D.G. 

Obvious orange oil drum in field across road from Braida Garth 
track. Please close field gate and replace drum cover. Crawl forward 
into stooping tunnel and three waist deep pools, the first having 
limited airspace (sumps in wet weather). The Roof Tunnel continues 
easily past the low entrance to the Milky Way on the left and a 
50 ft. (15:3 m.) long sink passage in the floor. 600 ft. (183 m.) 
forward is a short inlet on the right to a very loose aven, and after 
passing under Window Aven with its muddy outlet dig, the Roof 
Tunnel emerges in the Kingsdale Master Cave. 

Serious climb to floor is best laddered. The Downstream Sump 
has been dived 300 ft. (92 m.) without airspace and an inlet noted. 
Upstream a classic canyon and cascades lead to the Master Junction 
—a complex of branching tunnels. Keeping left through a wet crawl 
opens out into East Entrance Passage, which is walking and crawling 
to an aven on the left and a route up boulders into Swinsto Final 
Chamber straight ahead. The most obvious tunnel from the Master 
Junction joins the Swinsto water which runs into a sump and may 
be followed up the wide passage of Philosopher’s Crawl to a short 
well watered thrutch into Swinsto Final Chamber. 

Bearing right at the Master Junction opens out to a chest deep 
canal as far as the River Junction where the Mud River water rises 
from a sump to the right. Left continues under a series of avens 
to a wet passage below rock curtains and passing the Linking Crawl 
to the right shortly before the Rowten Sump. This may be passed 
by dives of 6ft. (1:8m.), 12 ft. (3:6m.), and 27 ft. (8:2m.) (See 
Rowten Pot). 


Mud River Series 

Linking Crawl meets a passage carrying a strong stream flowing 
into a sump. Upstream is another sump and a very low crawl to 
the right. Force Passage is on the left where a small tube intersects 
a larger tunnel terminating in a sand choke and a static sump. The 
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main stream sump has been dived for 200 ft. (61 m.) to a strearn- 
way (Ogden’s Passage) with a short choked side passage and a 
further sump which has been dived to a deep flooded pot. 

Milky Way and Carrot Passage 

The Milky Way is a long crawl to a choked sink and the Cascade 
Inlet beyond a series of gour pools. Climb up slot onto chockstone 
(ladder useful) and forward into Toyland — a cavern 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
in diameter with fine formations (care). Upstream are fine pools ¢9 
a strenuous climb up a rope into a high chamber with three avens. 
The water emerges from a boulder choke and a 30 ft. (9-1 m.) climb 
leads to a roof passage ending in a choke. 

The Milky Way opens out beyond the Cascade Inlet but the main 
tunnel is choked with sand and the route is a low level crawl to 
Tri Junction. To the right the West Stream Passage is a 270 ft. 
(82 m.) struggle until it becomes too low. Straight ahead is a canal 
and sump while left is the Shingle Crawl and the way on. A side 
passage to the left is blocked by silt and the Shingle Crawl soon 
shelves down into the lengthy crawl of Carrot Passage. All side 
passages quickly close down except the last one which becomes low 
after 70 ft. (21-4m.). Eventually the passage dives into a revolting 
ee coer at a mud choke with a powerful draught. 

ackle . 

Pitch - Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Roof Tunnel 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 40 ft.(12:2m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Cascade Inlet 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


THE WEST KINGSDALE SYSTEM 
Vertical Range 430 ft. (131m.) Length 4} miles (7:6 km.) 

This unique example of integrated underground drainage provides 
good instruction for the novice and a great diversity of entertaining 
through trips for the sporting caver. The description of the system 
falls into natural sections. The inlet passages of Swinsto, Simpson’s 
Pot and Caves, Rowten Pot and Caves, and Jingling Cave are 
described from their respective entrances until they unite with a 
larger tributary or reach the Master Cave level. The Kingsdale 
Master Cave is described from the Valiey Entrance except Frakes’ 
Series, which is guarded by the Upstream Rowten Sump and so is 
inciuded in the Rowten Pot account. 


WHISPER POT NGR SD. 702786 Grade I! 
Alt. 1,200 ft. (366 m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 

In next shakehole to S of Shout Pot. Entrance, at top of shake- . 
hole, is a cave in glacial drift with a shaft in the floor. Climb is 
narrow at first and widens to a choked floor. Rope or foot stirrup 
useful. Vocal connection with Shout Pot. 

Permission, Westgate, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 
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YORDAS CAVE NGR SD. 705791 Grade II 
Alt. 1,025 ft. (312m.) Length 700 ft. (213 m.) 
Vertical Range 140 ft. (42:7 m.) 

A fine cave making a fitting home for the legendary giant Yordas. 
Main entrance with old doorway and steps is at the bottom of 
Yordas Gill in plantation. Down the steps cross mudbank into the 
eee Chamber—180 ft. (55m.) long and 50 ft. (15:3m.) wide. 
Stréam may be followed into crawl which is liable to be choked by 
flood debris. An oxbow provides a partial bypass on the left via 
Yordas Bedchamber. Water sinks into shingle but daylight can be 
seen up a shale slope at the Back Door entrance in a circular shake- 
hole. Another passage from the Back Door (now blocked) led to a 
small stream passage and sump. 

At top end of the Main Chamber are avens above the Bishop’s 
Throne on the right, and the Chapter House waterfall straight 
ahead. Top entrances further up the gill swallow the stream in 
normal weather and twin climbs unite above the first pitch (climb- 
able via a convenient tree trunk), to a cascade and short passage 
opening out at a “T’’ junction. Upstream is a bedding plane crawl 
to Yordas Pot but downstream easy going in an enlarging passage 
leads to the top of the Chapter House waterfall — sporting when 
wet. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Chapter House 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 60 ft. (18°3 m.) 
Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


YORDAS POT NGR SD. 705791 Grade III 


Alt. 1,140 ft. (347 m.) 
Descended 1964, G.C. q 
Beneath fallen tree on bank above Yordas top entrances. Daylight 


pitch into fine wet aven with floor pinnacle and low crawl through 
to Yordas Cave. 

Tackle . oat 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 100 ft. 30:5 m.) 
Permission, Braida Garth, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


YORDAS SINKS NGR SD. 704792 Grade I 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (340m.) Length 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 


Explored 1972, B.S.A. 

Entrance in left bank of gill above wall at top of Yordas planta- 
tion is covered by large rocks. Short drop into tight rift passage 
which closes to crawl and can be followed for only 30 ft. (9-1 m.) to 
where the way on is too tight. The Girvanella bed is visible at the 


foot of the entrance drop. 
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BIG MEANIE NGR SD. 667791 Grade IV 
(Hawthorn Pot) (Nostril Pot) 

Alt. 1,100 ft. (335-5 m.) Length 1,000 ft. (305 m.) 

Depth 240 ft. (73 m.) 

Explored 1971, M.U.S.S. and H.W.C.P.C. 

WARNiNG—Beware of loose rock on entrance pitch. 

Entrance in small deep shakehole by wall. Rift narrows quickly 
to top of deep pitch and first 10 ft. (3 m.) are tight and awkward. 
Fine climb into tall fissure passage which may be followed west- 
wards to chamber and mud choke. East passage proceeds through 
another large chamber to a series of avens and a division of ways. 
Left ascends and descends as a rift which becomes restricted, while 
right through boulders drops to a crawl with pools before opening 
out to the head of a broken pitch into Death’s Head Main Cham- 
ber. An impressive spot. 


Tackle 
» Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 160 ft. (21:-4m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 200 ft. (61 m.) 


Main Chamber 70 ft.(21:4m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30:5 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


DEAD DOBBIN POT NGR SD. 665781 Grade III 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) Length 300 ft. (91:5 m); 

Depth 160 ft. (49 m.) 

Explored 1972/73, B.U.S.S. 

WARNING—Parts of the cave are very unstable. 

In prominent double shakehole 150 yds. (137m.) SE of the 
shooters’ hut. Obvious entrance shaft into a complex of choked 
rifts and a muddy crawl into easier going to the top of the second 
pitch. Fine shaft into twisting tortuous passage for 120 ft. (36°6 m.) 
to a very loose run in of gritstone boulders and mud. Digging is 


liable to collapse the lot. 


Tackle dk a 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 50 ft.(15°3m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
2nd 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 80 ft. (24:4 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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DEATH’S HEAD HOLE NGR SD. 668791 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,120 ft. (341 _m.) Length 900 ft. (25 m.) 

Depth 270 ft. (82 m.) 

Explored 1889, Y.R.C.; extended 1949 and 1968, G.C. 

Impressive fenced shaft in flat floor of shallow valley W of 
Rumbling Hole. Belay main shaft ladder to stake; at foot go down 
boulders to short pitch into Main Chamber 40 ft. (12:2 m.) x 60 ft. 
(18-3 m.) and 150 ft. (45:8 m.) high. Waterfall sinks in floor but 
can be climbed via gully (two pitches) into large passage 75 ft. 
(23 m.) above floor. Part of water emerges from crawl on left which 
finally terminates in a sumped canal close to Long Drop Cave. 
Smaller stream can be followed up East Passage through Candle 
Chamber and under an aven 140 ft. (43 m.) high (climbable). Ends 
in a silted crawl. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Main Shaft 210 ft.(64m.)  40ft.(12-2m.) 300 ft. (91-5 m.) 
Main Chamber 20 ft. (6-1 m.) _— — 

East Passage — oo 90 ft. (27:5 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


EYEHOLES NGR SD. 668792 Grade II 
Alt. (1,120 ft. (341 _m.) Depth 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 

Three prominent entrances N of Death’s Head Hole. Two 
westerly are divided by a rock bridge. Walk down and very shart 
crawl at W end. Smallest entrance is rift pitch to choked fissure. 
Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
East Eyehole 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 10 ft. 3 m.) 50 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


GAVEL POT NGR SD. 666791 Grade IJJ—IV 
Alt. 1,080 ft. (327 m.) Length 4,000 ft. (1,220 m.) 

Depth 360 ft. (110 m.) 

Extended 1970, N.P.C. & C.P.C. 

WARNING—Final pitches are liable to flooding. 

Entrance is huge shakehole surrounded by fence. Path descends 
from stile to natural bridge and short chockstone pitch. Through 
canyon beneath bridge is window into final pitches of Short Drop 
Cave. Floor of daylight pot is steep boulder slope to second pitch 
which may be climbed (rope advisable) into chamber which was 
original limit of exploration. 

Climb down walled shaft iito rift passage with stream rising 
from low bedding plane to the right. Downstream is a wide passage 
of variable height to a chamber with a crawl on the right into 
October Series. Mudbath leads through this crawl into easy going 
for 200 ft. (61 m.) to traverse beyond aven and climb down. Main 
rift continues beneath aven and becomes too tight 300 ft. (91:5 m.) 
forward but low crawl on right enters ‘the main stream in a wide 
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crawl. Upstream becomes too low and downstream emerges below 
the wall climb near the entrance. : 

Beyond October Series the Gavel streamway cuts down a narrow 
canyon and drops quickly to the final two pitches and terminal 
sump. This is a flooded window and has been dived upstream for 
360 ft. (110m.) and downstream for 400 ft. (122m.) by C.D.G. 
Above the final wet pitches and cascades is a roof passage leading 
to Southbound Passage; a rift with two branches, one choked and 
the other becoming tight. 

Before the streamway begins to cut down into the canyon there 
is a dry oxbow on the right with a narrow passage leading off into 
Glasfurd’s Chamber. Inlets enter from a sump and an aven but the 
outlet becomes tight and waterlogged. Glasfurd’s Passage runs E 
through a series of well decorated chambers (care!) and crawls to a 
choke of mud and boulders. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Chockstone 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Karabiner 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
2nd —_ — 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
3rd 85 ft. (26 m.) Karabiner 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
4th 55 ft.(16:'7m.) Karabiner 70 ft. (21-4 m) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


HIGH PLAIN POTS NGR SD. 683769 
Alt. 1,360 ft. (415 m.) 
Explored 1969, R.R.C.P.C. .. 
Entrances in shakeholes in middle of pasture NE of Little Pot. 


1. Depth 33 ft. (10 m.) Grade II 

Pitch with constriction partway down lands in chamber with rock 
bridge and low choked crawl leading off. Liable to be blocked at 
bottleneck on pitch. Entrance blocked at present. 


Tackle ee 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 40 ft. (12:2.m.) Stake and sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 

2. Depth 12 ft. (3:6 m.) Grade I 


Small opening in nearby shakehole to 1. is fissure which descends 
several shallow drops, and chokes. 


HUMBLE POT NGBR SD. 670791 Grade J 

(34 Hole) 

Alt. 1,140 ft. (348 m.) Depth 15 ft. (4:5 m.) , 
A small choked pothole 200 ft. (61_m.) NW of Rumbling Hole in 

shallow, dry gully. No tackle required. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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IREBY FELL CAVERN NGR SD. 673773 Grade III 
Alt. 1,300 ft. (396 m.) Length 24 miles (4 km.) 

Depth 420 ft. (128 m.) 

First explored 1949, B.S.A. Extended 1964, C.D.G.; 1966, 
R.R.C.P.C. and North West Pothole Club; 1968, N.C.C 

A favourite system for training, with short pitches and long but 
easy passages. A magnificent cave! 

Entrance is approached from Marble Steps Lane via stile over 
fell wall. Stream sinks into steep sided shakehole and there is a 
complex cave behind boulders on left. True entrance is square shaft 
under small cliff. Climb down and forward into chamber and steeply 

. descending passage to Ding Pitch (bolt belay). Landing is a spacious 
ledge above Dong Pitch and passage spirals down to Bell , Pitch 
(beam belay). Climb above Dong Pitch, or inlet passage below it, 
leads to a shaft with window into alternative aven to Bell Pitch. 

Streamway continues down climbable cascade (Pussy Pitch) to 
cross rift chamber where water sinks into shingle. Window in wall 
opens into twisting trench which soon rejoins stream in high 
passage which lowers to shingle chokes upstream. Inlet almost 
immediately downstream indicates complex area of roof passages 
between a large aven and the abandoned trunk route of the Glory 
Holes. Stream sinks into cobbles and crawl continues past oxbows 
into twisting walking size passage through pools. Massive forma- 
tions create two short wet crawls but otherwise the going is very 
easy until passage cuts down via cascades to the head of the Well 
Pitch. Traverse across pit while lifelined and fix ladder to bolt on 
rock bridge. Below is chamber with pool and high canyon leads on 
to boulders at base of large chamber. Roof passage from this cham- 
ber is link with North East Inlet and high level traverse may be 
followed upstream. Beneath boulders stream drops to short pitch 
where a rope or ladder is useful. Now massive avens are encountered 
before roof drops into small tunnel with shingle floor. Inlet to 
right is crawl to a silted sump. Stream Passage rapidly enlarges to 
a spacious walk through pools for 4 mile (0:-4km.) until water 
turns left into crawl. 

Deserted canyon rises to “T’’ junction with wide cavern. To the ' 
raht the cavern is much choked and sandy crawls become im- 
passable 300 ft. (91:5 m.) distant. To the left the cavern enlarges 
before lowering and descending to the stream, which may be 
followed back via a duck to the sink. Downstream Duke Street is an 
impressive march through Whirlpool Chamber until sadly the roof 
shelves into Sump I. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ding 30 ft (9:1 m.) Tether 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Dong 35 ft. (10-6 m.)° Tether we 60 ft.(18:3 m.) | 
Bell 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) + 
Well 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Tether 80 ft. (24-4 m.) - 
Rope “8 ote 40 ft. (12:2 m.) * 
The Glory Holes Grade .III 


Climb into roof at junction with first inlet downstream of Bell 
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Pitch, and enter large passage to “T’”’ junction with the deserted 
trunk passage of The Glory Holes. To the right is wide but low 
crawling in muddy passage to choked pits in floor after 300 ft. 
(91:5 m.). A further 80 ft. (24:4 m.) of filthy crawl silts up. To the left 
the passage is more inviting until a slot on the right marks a climb 
down back into the Ireby stream. Shortly beyond this the main 
tunnel is choked by stalagmite. Inlet on right Decenes, too low after 
70 ft. (21:4 m.). 


North East Inlet Grade IV 

Ascend slope on left of first aven downstream of Rope Pitch and 
climb up into trench passage. A further climb out of a chamber 
meets the stream which flows down a small passage and showers 
into the next aven down the main streamway. Up the inlet is 600 ft. 
(183 m.) of twisting passage to a wet squeeze. In this section are 
two roof passages—one connecting with the top of the chamber 
above the Rope Pitch—the other a small passage to an isolated 
chamber. Beyond the wet squeeze are fine formations (care!) and 
a final crawl over blocks into a roomy tunnel. The stream emerges 
from a low inlet which splits into three and the tunnel chokes 
beneath a sandy aven. NW along the tunnel is a choke of liquid 
mud and an inlet leads to a fine chamber. 


Ireby II Grade IV 

Sump I is 60 ft. (18-3 m.) long with an air bell, and should not be 
free dived as it is prone to silting up. Beyond it the roof rises 
dramatically into the massive tunnel of Duke Street II. Small inlet 
on left emerges from a deep sump and joins the Ireby water which 
enters a canal 500 ft. (153 m.) long to a sump, which has been 
dived towards Notts Pot for 400 ft. (122m.). The remainder of 
Duke Street II is an inlet of magnificent proportions terminated by 
a choked sump. A side passage on the left divides into E and W 
branches. The W inlet soon becomes silted but the E inlet is the 
key to Jupiter Series. 


Jupiter Series Grade V 

Follow up. the high inlet of Escalator Rift and climb up choke 
to route through boulders back to stream. Ascend waterfalls to “Y” 
junction. The left passage soon chokes and the right is well 
decorated to a series of ducks. , 

Traversing back over the boulders enters Jupiter Cavern—a 
huge chamber 100 ft. (30-5 m.) long, 50 ft. (15:3 m.) wide, and 150 ft. 
(45:8 m.) high. Up on the left a tight chimney ascends into a round 
chamber with a further awkward 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climb into Milk and 
Honey Passage. A crawl past an aven leads to 200 ft. (61 m.) of well 
decorated tunnel (care!) to a calcite choke. 

At the bottom left hand side of Jupiter Cavern a short climb and 
tight passage lead to a pit in the floor 25 ft. (7-6 m.) deep. This is 
crossed by laddering the pit and scaling out of it into 100 ft. 
(30°5 m.) of passage trending towards the Glory Holes but choked 
by calcite. 

At the far end of Jupiter Cavern is a crawl to a chamber with 
high and low routes forward. The low route terminates in pitches 
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of 20 ft. (6°1m.), 50 ft. (15-3 m.) and 40 ft. (12:2m.) back into 
Escalator Rift. The high route requires a 25 ft. 6 ieee ine pole 
to gain a low passage and 11 ft. (3:3 m.) pitch into Frink Chamber 
and an adjacent large boulder chamber. A decorated passage ends 
= ac and a 30 ft. (9:1_m.) climb down at this point to a mud 
choke. 


KANGO HOLE NGR SD. 667783 Grade I 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Explored 1972, H.W.C.P.C. and M.U.S.S. 

At edge of clints to side of the dry valley below Lost John’s. 
Narrow passage descends quickly to a very tight fissure. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


LAMB POT NGR SD. 680771 Grade II 
Alt. 1,220 ft. (372 m.) Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Depth 55 ft. (16:8 m.) . 

Explored 1968, U.L.S.A. 

Second opening on right down boulders leading to gully of Marble 
Steps Pot. Best tackled feet first to a small drop. A series of steps 
descend to a pitch with a dry mud floor. Short passage becomes 
very narrow. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Lamb Pot 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, Masongill Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


LITTLE POT NGR SD. 682768 Grade II 

Alt. 1,320 ft. (402 m.) Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 

Depth 85 ft. (25:9 m.) 

Extended 1964, N.P.C. : ; 
South of Marble Steps Pot over wall is prominent entrance in 

field bordering Turbary Road. Scramble down onto ledge and 

climb devious route to floor of pot 20 ft. (6:1 m.) below. A further 

small climb and passage to last pitch, which has a narrow take-off 

and impossible exit passage. : 

Tackle — ae 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 45 ft. (13-7 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 


Permission, Thornton Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


LONG DROP CAVE NGR SD. 669792 Grade Ili 
Alt. 1,150 ft. (351m.) Length 600 ft. (183 m.) 
pepihs Nae pee 
Ext G:C. , 
eae cliff at end of dry valley beyond Rumbling Hole. Short 
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passage to first pitch onto loose boulders. Crawl to second pitch. 
Low passage to top of Fault Chamber where three rift pitches are 
best tackled using a continuous length of ladder. Stream rises from 
impassable fissure and flows into wet crawl passing under avens to 
small chamber and sump pool. Water next appears in East Passage 
of Death’s Head Hole. 

Crossing floor of 4th pitch there is a climb up of 35 ft. (10°6 m.) 
to a window and squeeze through Double Joints. Bedding plane 
slopes down to Crutch Pot and High Stream Passage. Downstream 
traverse forward to pitch in High Stream Chamber where water 
sinks. Upstream is another traverse to Pool Chamber and narrow 
trench terminating in an aven. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 it. (15-3:m.) 
2nd 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m!) 
3rd 55 ft.(16-8m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 150 ft. (46 m.) 
4th 35 ft.(10-6m.) — — 

5th 25 ft.(7-6m.) — a 

Climb 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Crutch Pot 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


c 
Cece” 25 ft. (7-6m.) Sft.(5m) 40 ft. (12-2 m,) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


LOST JOHN’S SYSTEM NGR SD. 670786 
Alt. 1,160 ft. (353m.) Length 3 miles (4:8 km.) 
Depth 460 ft. (140 m.) 

An intriguing and classic system offering routes of all standards. 
From moor gate on Leck Fell Road follow stream on right to twin 
entrances on either side of wall. Stream sink is 5 ft. (1:5 m.) high 
passage to junction with another streamway which can be followed 
up to dry entrance and 300ft. (91:'5m.) beyond to a choked 
passage. Downstream a fine canyon is easy going with scramble 
over chockstone just before Quicksand Junction. Here there is a 
grotto in roof of main cave and the inlet (Quicksand Passage) 
eventually splits and ends in boulder chokes. Main Cave continues 
to Traverses. 

Old Roof Traverse Grade IV 
Explored 1928, Y.R.C. Fully descended 1935, N.C.F.C. 

Main cave cuts down to a small climbable waterfall and obvious 
traverse line into Hampstead Heath Passage and Pitch. After re- 
joining stream second obvious traverse level to head of Monastery 
Pitch. Beam belay for direct climb or swing into oxbow 10 ft. (3 m.) 
down ladder to give drier hang in wet conditions. Attractive stream- 
way of Cloister Passage drops to Piscina Pitch and outlet continues 
beyond Portcullis Pool to Six Feet Straddle over deep pool. A 
further obvious traverse and climb down to top of Pinnacle Pot, 
broken into 40 ft. (12:2 m.) and 25 ft. (7:6 m.) sections and landing 
in Sink Chamber. This is below Shale Cavern and water enters a 
sump which has dives of 11 ft. (3:3'm.), 30 ft. (9:1m.) and 9 ft. 
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(2:7 m.) through to the Battle Axe streamway. No line in place and 
free diving not advised. 


Tackle ' 

no i Ladder Belay Lifeline 

oh his ft.(45m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Monastery 110 ft. (33-5 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 140 ft. (42-7 m.) 
Piscina ' 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Pinnacle Pot 65 ft.(19-8m.) 5 ft. (1:5 m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
New Roof Traverse Explored 1928, Y.R.C. Grade III 


Take obvious traverse line above first waterfall downstream of 
Quicksand Junction. Roof passage has three holes in floor which 
lead to Dome route, while upper passage continues to Hammer 
Pot and the Centipede Route. Hammer Pot lands in small chamber 
and twisting exit gives easy going to Mud Pot followed immediately 
by the Centipede pitch. The latter is broken by a ledge 25 ft. 
(7:6 m.) above the floor and succeeded by a series of small climbs 
down to Dome Junction, where the New Roof Traverse routes 
unite. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Hammer Pot 15 ft. (45 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
Mud Pot 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50ft. (15:3 m.) 
Centipede 100 ft. (30°5 m.) Bolt 120 ft. (36-7 m.) 


The holes before Hammer Pot unite, No. 1 Hole providing the 
easiest alternative into passage to the Vestry which is a short climb 
to head of Pulpit and Cathedral pitches. Crypt Passage shortly ends 
at Dome pitch, a fine climb into chamber with trenched floor. 
Traverse above Crypt Passage to Dome alternative involving two: 
pitches into the same chamber. : 

Three passages radiate from Dome chamber. In SE direction rift 
may be followed up two interesting 20 ft. (6-1 m.) climbs to emerge 
above streamway just below Monastery pitch. To NW a twisting 
passage leads to short pitch into Shale Cavern, 25 ft. (7:6 m.) wide 
and 60 ft. (18:°3m.) long. At far end is further pitch into Sink 
Chamber of old Roof Traverse. 

Way on towards Centipede Route is low passage on ledge which 
enlarges rapidly, dropping down two 12 ft. (3-6 m.) climbs to Dome 
Junction. Muddier walking ends at Bob’s Pit which is 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
deep and ends in narrow fissure close to Battleaxe streamway. 
Across pit, Candle and Shistol Pots descend into a short gothic 
section passage to Battleaxe pitch in roof of streamway. 

Traditional route is pitch into Thunderstorm Depot, where stream 
is encountered on last 15 ft. (4:5 m.). Succeeding Wet Pitch avoids 
worst of water if belayed to bolt up on left. Better all-weather route 
is traverse on stemples above Battleaxe where first pitch lands on 
ledge and second is dry alternative hang down Wet Pitch shaft. 
Fine passage passes under large aven to Last Pitch which is usually 
laddered dry by: stepping up above water chute. Outlet is twisting 
rift with deepening water to Groundsheet Junction and the Leck 
Fell Master Cave. 
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Tackle 
pone eee 
ome Route Ladder Belay Lifeline 
No. 1 Hole — — 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Pulpit 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Cathedral 45 ft.(13-7 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Dome 4 70 ft.(21-4m.) Bolt 90 ft. (27-5 m.) 
Dome Junction — — 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Candle 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 5 ft: (1:5 m.) 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
Shistol 12 ft. (3-6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 20 it. (6:1 m.) 
Battleaxe 45 ft.(13-7 m.) Bolt 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
Wet Pitch : 60 ft. (18-3 m.) Bolt 80 it. (24-4 m.) 
ee 30 ft. (9-1 m.) Bolt 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
et Pitc , 
Wet Pitch 65 ft.(19'8m.) Bolt 90 ft. (27-5m.) 
Last Pitch 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Shale Cavern 
- Short Pitch 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Sink Chamber 35 ft.(10-6m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


The Master Cave. Explored 1928, Y.R.C. Extended, B.S.A. 
WARNING—Floods seriously after heavy rain. Long pool sumps 
in moderate flood. 
_From Groundsheet Junction a fine, gently meandering, passage 
gives easy going for 1,000 ft. (305 m.) to where Rumbling Hole Inlet 
is seen as an 8 ft. (2-4 m.) waterfall into large pool. 300 ft. (91:5 m.) 
forward a 12 ft. (3:6 m.) climb on left gives access to Mud Inlet 
which is 300 ft. (91-5 m.) of well named passage to a sump. Main 
drain continues in splendid style through pools to the Long Pool 
just beyond inlet on left which is 150 ft. (45-8 m.) crawl to a sump. 
Long Pool is a canal up to 15 ft. (4:5 m.) wide and 600 ft. (183 m.) 
- long, which involves a short swim in damp weather. Roof rises as 
pool ends and stream cuts down into canyon. Waterfall on right is 
Death’s Head Inlet where 12 ft. (3-6 m.) climb gives access to 400 ft. 
(122 m.) of easy going until water emerges from boulder choke. 
Possible to penetrate upwards amongst boulders for 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
or so. Main drain eventually lowers to a sump, which has been 
dived for 600 ft. (183 m.) but no significant airspace discovered. 
Rumbling Hole Inlet. 

Explored 1957, N.S.G. and 1963, B.P.C./H.W.C.P.C. 

From pool in Master Cave 12 ft. (3-6 m.) climb overcomes water- 
fall into walking passage lowering to a wet crawl. Roof rises into 
high but narrow rift for 1,000 ft. (305 m.) until tortuous progress 
degenerates into further wet crawl and series of ducks under for- 
mations until rift becomes tight only a short distance before sump 
in Rumbiing Hole. 

Lyle Cavern. Extended N.P.C. ped: 

Upstream of Groundsheet Junction is large cave with little water 
which passes under a high aven. Climb up boulders and over- 
hanging stal into Lyle Cavern, an 80 ft. (24-4 m.) high rift chamber. 
Down in streamway 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climb up stal chute into bedding 
plane rejoins main water behind Lyle Cavern. Inlet straight ahead 
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is easy crawl to aven at base of Five Pitches route into Lyle Cavern 
Upper Series. Main cave is the Lost Pot Inlet, 700 ft. (214m.) of 
roomy passage to point where three tributaries unite. Two are 
impassable and third is a wet crawl to climb of 15 ft. (4:5 m.) and 
30 ft. (9:1 m.) into a rift and two massive avens. 
Lyle Cavern Upper Series. Explored 1969, H.W.C.P.C. Grade IV 
At top of Lyle Cavern use wire to hoist ladder into roof passage, 
which is extremely well decorated (care!). Short climb over flow- 
stone and passing crystal pools and gours leads to junction of two 
large passages and pit in floor. Pit is Pete’s Climb (best laddered) 
succeeded by two short pitches and small passage to pitch into 
aven at N end of Lyle Cavern. At junction West Passage is 300 ft. 
(91:5 m.) long and well decorated to a choke. Slit in floor is top of 
Five Pitches (one climbable) into inlet upstream of Lyle Cavern, 
SE Passage is equally large and passes under avens. It terminates 
after 450 ft. (137 m.) in a massive aven scaled to 80 ft. (24:4 m.) by 
L.U.C.C. in 1971. Halfway along passage a flat crawl under E wall 
opens onto top of 45 ft. (13-7 m.) pitch. Outlet has vicious bends 
and small drops to 15 ft. (4:5 m.) pitch. Difficult to return. 
Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 


Lyle Cavern 70 ft.(21/4m.) Spreader 160 ft. (49 m.) 


40 ft.(12:2m.) -8ft.(24m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Pete’s Climb { 15 ft.(45m.) 4ft (12m) 30 ft. (0-1 m.) 
15 ft.(45m.) 6ft.(1-8m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 


Lyle Aven 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


25 ft 7.6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30:5 m) 
doar EX122 1) 100 ft. (30-5 m. 
Five Pitches { 14. (42m)  — 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
30ft.(9-1m.)  0ft.(3m) 50 ft. 15-3 m) 


Maypole Passage. Explored 1972, L.U.C.C, 

At bottom of Wet Pitch traverse upwards on obvious ledge and 
cross to right of stream canyon. Two 20 ft. (6:1m.) pitches are 
scaled into short section of walking passage. Two pitches drop 
into mud floored chambers and low crawl ends at pitch with awk- 
ward take off. Choked by mud. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 12 ft. (3-6 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
2nd 12 ft. (3:6 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


3rd 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 10 ft. 3 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Rough Pot Inlet. Explored 1972, N.C.C. 

Aven immediately below Last Pitch in Lost John’s is 45 ft. 
(13:7 m.) climb overcome using bolts. Small upstream passage to 
two avens and crawl which becomes too iow. Roof passage in first 
of two avens emerges on ledge 20 ft. (6:1 m.) acove Maypole Passage 
Traverse from bottom of Wet Pitch. Best reached by laddering 
25 ft. (7-6 m.) pitch out of Maypole Passage. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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LOST POT NGR SD. 672784 Grade III 
Alt. 1,180 ft. (359 m.) Length 120 ft. (36-6 m.) 

Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Excavated 1968, N.P.C.; extended 1969, U.L.S.A. 

Isolated impressive shakehole 40 ft. (12:2m.) deep with steep 
descent to choke. Near water sink on slope is 15 ft. (4:5 m.) exca- 
vated shaft (climbable) to dry crawl which joins water in small 
passage. Downstream is small but technical drop and fissure 
becomes very tortuous with cobbles in floor. Water tested to Lost 
Pot Inlet in Lost John’s Master Cave. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


LOW DOUK CAVE NGR SD. 677768 Grade III 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (336m.) Length 1,600 ft. (470 m.) 

Depth 268 ft. (82 m.) 

- Explored 1963, N.P.C.; extended 1965, British Aircraft Corp. C.C.; 
1971, U.L.S.A. and B.U.S.S. 

Prominent shakehole in dry valley below Marble Steps Pot. 
Scramble down into daylight series with an inlet waterfall from the 
sink and an odd muddy crawl near the top of the chimney becomes 
tight. Way downward is a spiralling climb to a slope of cobbles into 
a wide cavern with a bedding plane inlet to waterlogged rising. Out- 
let is drop into a twisting canyon. Tributary on left may be entered 
at roof level and followed to a choke. Violent meanders continue 
to a procession of cascades into Steps Chamber. Above the cascades 
a fine roof passage leads to a climb and 30 ft. (9:1 m.) pitch back 
into the streamway. A tube before the climb connects with Mud 
Chamber and another link to the streamway just after the short 
crawl succeeding Steps Chamber. The downstream .route leads to 
a waterfall into the small sump chamber and a steep inlet choked 
by fill and calcite. Above the fall a deserted passage and mud slope 
end in a static sump. 

Between the sumps a wet crawl emerges in the B.A.C., Rift which 
ascends to a boulder choke. High in the roof is Straw Chamber and 
a series of passages and chambers while straight ahead is a crawl to 
a deep pool and a muddy aven. F 
Permission, Masongill Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


MARBLE STEPS POT NGR SD. 680771 Grade HI—IV 
(High Douk) 

Alt. 1,260 ft. (384m.) Length 3,500 ft. (1,068 m.) 

Depth 430 ft. (131 m.) : 
WARNING—Avoid the area below the main chamber in wet 
_ conditions. t : 

This classic entrance is located in an isolated plantation above 
Masongill. The impressive dry rift near the stream sink is a scramble 
down to the head of a gully, which is best laddered for the in- 
experienced. At the foot of the gully is the Upper Main Chamber 
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where a waterfall enters to cascade down into the Lower Main 
Chamber. An easier route is to turn right and climb down into the 
NW Rift and crawl left under boulders. The passage gains height 
and doubles back under an aven to a short tube and boulder slope 
into the Lower Main Chamber where the water sinks into a choked 
pot 20 ft. (6-1 m.) deep. 

Ahead a large dry passage has a floor slot which affords a slippery 
climb down into a chamber. Below is a hidden choked pitch of 
50 ft. (15:3 m.) which often contains standing water and above is a 
large window into a high aven. The obvious exit from the chamber 
is a long, irregular fissure—the 240 foot Rift. Easy going continues 
past a traverse over the blind Pillar Hole to Stink Pot. Across the 
pot is a roof passage 120 ft. (36°6 m.) long becoming too low, while 
below it a gash in the floor is the start of the Intestines ‘Route. 
Across the gash a short passage opens onto “The 90’’—a fine ladder 
climb. Up to the left is a connection with the Intestines and down 
on the right is the last pitch into a muddy complex of greasy 20 ft. 
(6:1 m.) climbs. These are avoided by a sloping crawl emerging in 
the Lower Stream Passage. Downstream are fissure sumps linked by 
a traverse and upstream is a crawl to the base of the last pitch of 
ne pusecunes. A choked fissure continues until it becomes tight. 

ackle 


Pitch Ladder Bel Lifeline 

Gully 120 ft. (36-6 m.) 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 150 ft (45-8 m.) 
Stink Pot 25 ft.(7-6m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
‘The 90’ 95 ft. (29 m.) 8 ft. (2:4 m.) 120 ft. (36-6 m.) 
Last Pitch 35 ft. (10-6 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


The Intestines 
Eris 1948, C.P.C.; extended 1969, North Manchester Caving 
ub. 

Climb down a fissure below Stink Pot into small crawl to a short 
pitch. A further low crawl ends suddenly in a roomy pitch with a 
series of steps below. A traverse to the N is the link to “The 90” 
on the classic route. Down the steps to the S is a high chamber 
with an inlet waterfall which may be scaled up falls of 35 ft. 
(10:6 m.), 20 ft. (6:°1m.), 15 ft. (4:5m.) and 12 ft. (3-6m.) before 
becoming too tight. Downstream a walking passage ends in the last 
pitch into the Lower Stream Passage. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 

2nd 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 2 ft. (0°6 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
Last 50 ft (15-3 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
Wet Route 


At stream sink carefully nadse down boulders to a small wet 
pitch into pool. Fine passage to another wet rift, which is climb- 
able. Above it is a step across and up into a short passage to a 
large window over The Gully. Below, the stream cascades down 
into an easy passage to the pitch into the Main Chamber. 
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Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


Main Chamber 60 ft.(18-3m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 


Lost Inlet Series 
Explored 1969, H.W.C.P.C. and 1970, U.L.S.A. 

_From Upper Main Chamber climb down into NW Rift and follow 
high narrow passage to the Branch Aven with a choked sink on 
the left. Climb waterfall to spacious ledge and traverse back into. 
high, dry hading rift. Fine long climb up into roof passage. Inlet 
crawl to left is the route into a high fault rift but way forward is 
along a decorated fissure into a spacious sandy aven. Climb up a 
narrow gully into tortuous passage opening out into high canyon. 
Awkward 14 ft. (4:2 m.) climb is succeeded by a crawl and pleasant 
scramble up into a chamber. Narrow rift intersects fossil streamway 
which is good going upstream until it lowers to a crawl, after a 
narrow sink in the floor. 

Downstream is a shingle choke but a body-sized tube is the way 
‘to the Trunk Route. A small drop terminates the tube and meets a 
parallel crawl. Winding rift, whose floor falls away to a 13 ft. (4 m.) 
climb, joins a small stream. Upstream splits impassably but down- 
stream is a further climb and a large choked tube enters on the 
left. Cascades end at top of Branch Aven which has waterfalls of 
28 ft. (85 m.), 25 ft. (7-6 m.) and 15 ft. (4:5 m.). From first ledge it 
is possible to traverse forward and up into decorated fissure at top 
of initial climb. 

Poly Passage $ 
Explored 1972, Bolton Speleo. Club. Length 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 

At end of 240 foot Rift climb up into rift and through very 
tight squeeze to 15 ft. (4:5m.) pitch into wider section. Outlet 
fissure soon chokes with fill. Be sure of return before passing 


squeeze. : 
Permission, Masongill Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


NORTH END POT NGR SD. 682765 Grade I 
Alt. 1,250 ft. (328 m.) Depth 36 ft. (10-9 m.) 

Surface hole 35 ft. (10°6 m.) by 15 ft. (4:5 m.) on flat area near 
knoll at top of scar, 200 yds. (183 m.) from Turbary Road. Easy 
scramble down to hole at foot of cliff. Inclined dig ends after Zette 
(3-6 m.). A variety of bones were excavated by the N.P.C., none of 


great age. 


NOTTS POT NGR SD. 671788 Grade III—IV 
Alt. 1,216 ft. (371 m.) Length 3,500 ft. (1,050 m.) 
Depth 416 ft. (127 m.) 


First explored 1946, B.S.A. ; a , ; 
The most concentrated vertical maze in Britain, but its fascina- 


tion is missed by those who stick to the trade routes. 
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Follow wall up from hut on Leck Fell Lane to deep shakehole 
near sink. Entrance shaft is best laddered using stake as belay for 
main hole. Alternative shaft is shorter but very loose. Due to 
collapse of the latter, way out of entrance shaft is constricted and 
liable to blockage. Slope meets streamway which may be followed 
back to aven under choked sink. Downstream over rubble to climb 
and pitch into Three Ways Chamber with roof oxbow providing 
alternative in wet weather. At high level above stream are entrances 
into Upper Series of large deserted passages choked by stal. 


Tackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 40 ft.(12:'2m.) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
Three Ways 


Chamber 120 t (61m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 


Centre Route 

Cross Three Ways Chamber to letterbox under left wall. This is 
top of first pitch which is succeeded quickly by second, third and 
fourth pitches. Partway down the latter, hole on ledge is pitch into 
final chamber of B.T. route. Below fourth pitch, inlet high on right 
is Tactics Route just before Centre Route turns left and joins main 
stream rising from duck at termination of B.T. route. Downstream 
fifth pitch can normally be laddered dry but sixth pitch ladder 
hangs down water into chamber with large inlet chute. Traverse 
upward above inlet fissure leads to deep sump discharging Ireby 
Feli Cavern water. Above sixth pitch is a traverse upward to roof 
oxbow and alternative dry pitch onto ledge above Ireby Inlet. 

Final wet pitch lands in large sump pool and short dry passage 
on left also ends in a sump. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist Zp tte(22°9' n1.)) Soeite CL sooES) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
2nd 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
3rd 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
4th 50 ft.(15-3 m.) 15 ft. (4-5 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
Sth 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
6th 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
7th 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 


m.) 40 it. (12:2 m.) 


Left Hand Route 

Immediately to left at bottom of Three Ways Chamber pitch 
take large trench passage to head of Double Bucket Pitch, best 
tackled in’two sections. Clamber down and crawl into high 
chamber where Adamson’s Route joins via avens. Last pitch drops 
into main stream at, junction of B.T. and Centre Route. 
Tackle 
Pitch oe 53 mn) ea Lifeline 

t. (15:3 m. 10 it. (3 m. 80 ft. (24-4 m. 

Double Bucket { go ft.(244m.) 15ft.45m.) — 120 ft. (36°6 oy 
Last 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 5 ft. (1:5 m.) 50 ft. (15-3-m.) 
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B.T. Route : 

On right in Three Ways Chamber scramble up into low crawl 
over blind pit into enlarging passage to first pitch. Inlet aven across 
pitch eventually becomes tight. Stream sinks into floor and high 
narrow rift causes traverse. Below second pitch is window into 
main stream which emerges from choke near Three Ways Chamber 
and falls into Fossil Pot of the B.U.S.S. Route. B.T. Route con- 
tinues as dry passage via third pitch to fourth, which has narrow 
take-off and lands above boulders in long chamber. Avens in the 
roof are Fossil Pot and ledge pitch of Centre Route. Stream runs 
into waterlogged passage and short duck leads to junction of Left 
Hand and Centre Routes. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 50 ft 523 1m.) sO (3m) 80 ft. (24:4 m.) 
2nd 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
3rd 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
4th 50 ft. (153 m.) 2ft.(06m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 


B.U.S.S. Route. Explored 1971, B.U.S.S. 

Pendulum on first part of Double Bucket Pitch and climb into 
small passage and short pitch to crawls at level of major shale bed. 
Next shaft is Fossil Pot into terminal chamber of B.T. Route and 
beyond this Pot is narrow rift over Thrutch Pot which also joins 
B.T. Route above third pitch. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Mud Pot 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 5 ft. (1:5 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Fossil Pot 95 ft. (29 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 130 ft. (39°6 m.) 


Thrutch Pot 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 2 ft. (0-6 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Adamson’s Route. Explored 1967, U.L.S.A. 

From Three Ways Chamber proceed NW up large inlet passage 
until it swings E and rises to a choke. Climb up at bend into 
shattered passage near dangerous boulder bridge. Forward is 18 ft. 
(48-8 m.) climb down into chamber which is the jump off for 
Birthday Pot. This is best tackled in three sections and joins Left 
Hand Route above last pitch. From 160 ft. (48-8 m.) ledge window 
up NE wall to two short pitches and crawl emerging at bottom of 
Centre Route. This is Tactics Route. 

Tackle a 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
50 ft. (15:3 m.) 12 ft. (3-6 m.) 80 ft. (24:4 m.) 
Birthday Pot { 110 ft. (35-5 m.) 3 ft.(0-9 m.) 150 ft. (45-8 m.) 
30 ft. (9-1 m.) —_ 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Acrobat Series. Explored 1967, U.L.S.A.; 


extended 1970, L.U.S.S. 
Traverse over Birthday Pot (care!) to boulder-floored passage and 
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15 ft. (45 m.) climb down at Rubble Pot. Cross crumbling slope 
over top of the blind Plant Pot and enter roomy tunnel to Acrobat 
Pot. There are short roof passages above this shaft which is well 
named but safe if rigged with a little thought. Below is awkward 
climb into inlet ending under the choked floor of Plant Pot. Way 
forward is narrow rift up slope leading to Far Chamber with very 
steep boulder slope. At base of slope is way into series of crawls 
under Acrobat Pot and narrow squeeze into larger passage with 
small stream. This enlarges into a series of interconnected deserted 
tunnels ending in a solid choke. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Acrobat Pot 65 ft. (19°8 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 90 ft. (27-5 m) 


De Profundis. Explored 1970, L.U.S.S. 

From 50 ft. (15:3 m.) ledge of Birthday Pot ascend slope to “T” 
junction. Left is S inlet which chokes but has narrow connection 
with a roof passage above Double Bucket Pitch. Right is the 
impressive pot of De Profundis. Further narrow pot rejoins middle 
section of Birthday Pot. Crawl from De Profundis enters series of 
tunnels and mud floored rifts. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

De Profundis 80 ft. (24:4 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


PIRATE POT NGR SD. 667783 Grade II 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Depth 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 

In dry valley below Lost John’s. Climb down muddy rift beneath 
boards covering the hole. Ends in choke of mud an@ boulders. 
Rope useful for return. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


RIFT ENTRANCE NGR SD. 670789 Grade II 
Alt. 1,160 ft. (353 m.) ‘ 
Length—see Short Drop Cave. 

Shakehole just over wall from main sink. Entrance blocked at 
present. Climb down into end of high rift chamber. Crawl forward 


until twisting passage heightens into traverse to First Oxbow in 
Short Drop Cave. 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


RIFT POT NGR SD. 680769 Grade I 
Alt. 1,210 ft. (369 m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Depth 55 ft. (16:8 m.) 

Massive shakehole S of Marble Steps Pot. Steep slope into high 
rift and climb into cross fissure which narrows at each end. Shored 
shaft in floor to steep scree of gritstone cobbles and a-choke. 
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RUMBLING BECK CAVE NGR SD. 671791 Grade II 
Alt. 1,170 ft. (356 m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) 

Entrances at the sink.of Rumbling Beck. The stream enters a wet 
crawl to the dry entrance and an even wetter crawl under a boulder 
and skylight to a fine deepening trench discharging into the pit of 
Rumbling Hole, 25 ft. (7-6 m.) below the surface. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


RUMBLING HOLE NGR SD. 671791 Grade IV 
(Fairies Workshop) 

Alt. 1,115 ft. (352 m.) Length 700 ft. (213 m.) 

Depth 390 ft. (119 m.) 

Explored fully 1932, Y.R.C. 

Impressive open shaft with isolated tree. Use stile to cross fence 
and belay ladder to stake or tree. A rope is handy for the climb 
down the gully and under the waterfall into a long fault passage 
with a series of cascades. Second pitch may be hung dry via a 
passage to the right and a window communicates with the water- 
fall. Above the third pitch is a short dry passage and the fourth 
pitch is brief but wet. Last ladder hangs down a waterfall and the 
succeeding canal soon sumps. A 3 ft. (0-9 m.) awkward duck under 
calcite leads to a waterlogged chamber and an outlet with diminish- 
ing fissure airspace. 

An inlet below the last pitch has a wet crawl bypassed by a 
higher level before the trench rises to a bedding plane sump. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 100 ft. (30:5 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 140 ft. (43 m.) 
Gully —_ — 70 ft. (21-3 m.) 
2nd 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 80 ft. (24:5 m.) 
3rd 40 ft.(12-2m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
4th 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Last 55 ft. (17 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 80 ft. (24:5 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


SHORT DROP CAVE NGR SD. 670789 Grade II—III] 
Alt. 1,160 ft. (353 m.) Length 7,900 ft. (2,350 m.) 
Depth 180 ft. (55 m.) 
Explored 1898, Y.R.C.; extended 1966, U.L.S.A. & B.S.A. 

An impressive system suitable for novices. 
Through Cave 

Top entrance is small hole at termination of shallow dry valley. 
Short drop into stream passage. Upstream is a canal, traverse and 
further canal until rift becomes tight. Downstream easy going to 
First Oxbow where stream takes crawling route, and dry rift 
passage (with high level complex) rejoins water at junction with 
Rift Entrance Passage. On return journey crawl to Short Drop 
Entrance is easily missed. : 

Walking passage continues to split level meander complex at 
Masochist Junction and higher canyon leads on to shower al 
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junction with Main Inlet. Stream continues its steady-descent past 
short oxbow until gradient slackens and canyon enlarges to im- 
pressive dimensions beyond entry of South Inlet. Main Drain swings 
N past Avens Inlet on right before resuming the NW trend of the 
cave to Breakdown Inlet. Beyond is the remarkable boulder bridge 
just before the massive passage terminates in a choked roof chamber 
and the stream cuts down into a narrow meandering canyon. Short 
cascades end at lip of 16ft. (4°8m.) fall, which is a serious 
climb without aid, into chamber. High canyon meanders on to 
head of last waterfall pitch and 20 ft. (6-1 m.) climb into sump pool 
wifich chokes at a depth of 30 ft. (9:1 m.). Just upstream of pitch is 
high level complex of rifts and series of climbs out to daylight at 
SE end of Gavel Pot, reached by ascending traverse from upstream. 


Masochist Passage 

Obvious inlet at Masochist Junction. Starts in a promising way 
as a high rift but developes into tortuous going with traverses and 
crawls through mud. After a long struggle the passage becomes too 
narrow and tortuous only a short distance from a small sink near 
Rumbling Hole. 


Ancient Highway and Avens Inlet : 

At Masochist Junction the highest level is an abandoned outlet 
in the form of a twisting meander. This drops into a circular 
chamber with a crawl onwards into a pool. Wriggle over calcite flow 
(Tollgate Squeeze) to passage with soft ““moon-milk” ledges. Gours 
descend to loose chockstone above formation chamber and outlet 
ends above pitch into Avens Inlet. Roomy chamber below leads to 
“T” junction. To right is another aven and low crawl. To left is 
climb down into Main Drain. 

Tackle 
Ladder, 20 ft. (6-1 m.); Belay, 8 ft. (2:4m.). 


Main Inlet 

Above cascades water rises from low bedding plane but traverse 
back over falls gains a pleasant rift passage. Crawl over cobbles soon 
opens up and rejoins stream which sinks in the floor. Upstream 
over boulders is choke, which is beneath Main Sink. 


South Inlet y 
T-section passage divides after 100 ft. (30:5 m.). Right is crawl 

into narrow rift choked by stal and sludge after 100 ft. (30-5 m.); 

left is a small passage which subdivides and becomes impassable. 


Breakdown Inlet : 

Large passage on two levels which unite at a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) cas- 
cade. Calcite infilling reduces passage size and water rises under 
right wall. Ahead is boulder-strewn passage to narrow slot and fiat 
roofed cavern. From breakdown chamber a suicidal crawl in water 
beneath boulders terminates in choked sump. 


Tackle We) 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 30 ft. (9 m.) 
2nd 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) €0 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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STEPS POT NGR SD. 680771 Grade III 
Alt. 1,230 ft. (375 m.) Length 130 ft. (39:5 m.) 

Depth 75 ft. (22:9 m.) 

Explored 1966, U.L.S.A. and 1968, M.U.S.S. 

WARNING—Pitch is tight and difficult to reverse. 

First opening on right of slope down to gully of Marble Steps Pot. 
Descend through chamber into crawl to a high rift and pitch. This 
is very restricted and finally becomes too tight at a depth of 60 ft. 
(18-3 m.). Across the pitch the crawl divides and then is choked by 
calcite. 


Tackle 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Steps Pot 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 


Permission, Masongill Hall, Westhouse, via Carnforth. 


WEE POT, NGR SD. 665793 Grade II 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (358m.) Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Small hole just N of gateway in the wall. Rift descends as a 
pues of steps to a mud floor where trickle of water sinks into a 
ssure. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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AYGILL CAVERNS NGR SD. 663818 Grade III 
(Aygill Hole) 

Alt. 990 ft. (302 m.) Length 8,000 ft. (2,440 m.) 

Depth 180 ft. (55 m.) 

Explored 1965, N.S.G.; extended 1966, H.W.C.P.C.; 

1965, R.R.C.P.C.; and 1971 U.L.S.A. 

A fascinating system developed at several levels in the Dent 
Thrust. Hole under cliff on right bank of Aygill is surrounded by a 
rampart of stones. Climb down into a crawl which enlarges and 
then chokes. Way on is climb up further back into another crawl 
and squeeze to a short drop and traverse into the First Chamber.~ 
Beneath large boulders are a series of crawls to a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 
pitch into the Inlet Series but the normal route out of the First 
Chamber is the obvious exit down to the Traverse Pitch. The pitch 
may be laddered or avoided by an exposed traverse (rope advisable). 
Large passage below rises to a boulder choke and slot under pitch 
is the way forward. Clean crawl leads to small chamber and chute 
to head of Second Pitch, belayed through a thread above small 
ledge at base of the chute. Landing is in a high chamber where the 
main inlet enters and falls over a series of fine cascades. A chimney 
up the canyon above the cascades brings one onto a massive block 
and ledges on each wall. Two side passages at this level are narrow 
and soon choke. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Traverse 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
2nd 35 ft.(10-6 m.) 6 ft. (1-8 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 


Junction Complex and the Sump 

From the chamber below the cascades several passages radiate at 
different levels. To the left 5 ft. (1:5 m.) above the stream is a high 
rift with a traverse and oxbow to a muddy passage and 6 ft. (1°8 m.) 
drop into a wet crawl which connects back with a floor passage. At 
the beginning of the rift a roof passage communicates, with three 
more high level routes originating in the roof-of Cascades Chamber. 
Up to the right at stream level a ramp ascends to Bridge Chamber 
where one of the high level routes is encountered. A climb up steep 
boulders has a visual connection with Middle Series and leads to a 
muddy passage choked by boulders. The stream can be followed out 
of Cascade Chamber into a wet crawl or a dry crawl taken to the 
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right which pops out in a small chamber with two exits. At roof 
height a passage splits to communicate with Bridge Chamber and 
Cascades Chamber, at high level. The way on is down a ramp into 
a wide low passage and from here the stream may be rejoined or 
a dry crawl followed left to Sand Junction. As a finishing touch two 
routes at stream level and two high level crawls from Sand Junction 
unite in Shatter Chamber which has an unstable choke high in 
the roof. 

Downstream a simple crawl emerges in Middle Chamber with steep 
choke to left and roof quickly lowering to the Wet Crawl which 
has low airspace (liable to flooding) for 60 ft. (18-3 m.). Fine tunnel 
continues to the impressive terminal sump. Stream reappears in 
Bull Pot of the Witches. 


inlet Series 

Proceed upstream from bottom of second pitch to junction of 
streams. Ahead (right) are a series of chutes and pools rising into a 
maze of shingle crawls. Left is a climb into the roof above a water- 
fall into a stream passage. Waterlogged section may be avoided by e 
dry crawl up into a chamber where oxbow rejoins the passage. 
There are a series of crawls partway round the oxbow and an exit 
into a strike passage where small streams enter and sink into the 
floor. Slot:from oxbow chamber leads to stream again but also rises 
into higher level strike passage where stream is encountered once 
more and 15 ft. (45 m.) climb at N end leads to a short sandy 
passage. 15 ft. (4:5 m.) pitch at end of crawl from First Chamber 
in Entrance Series lands in this strike passage. 


New Year Series 

From Sand Junction continue N along a roomy tunnel past a sump 
on the left toa stal chamber. Step up into a crawl to rift with a 
biind aven. The crawl continues to a grotto where a manhole drops 
to a sump and tight upstream passage. Easier high level crawl from 
grotto joins stream below boulder pile rising into Curtain Chamber 
where a fine aven climb ends in choked roof passages. From the 
chamber a wet crawl enlarges and passes under three avens. In the 
third aven a crawl to the right ends in a boulder choke and a stair- 
case to the left leads to a tube crossing a deep pool but the passage 
splits into two levels which both choke. ~ ; 

At boulder pile below Curtain Chamber crawl upstream into 
good going to a cross joint where water rises from an impassable 
bedding plane. Climb up into roof passage with boulder ramp across 
pit and crawi forward towards New Year Cavern. Small inlet at 
N end soon closes down but main inlet is flat out crawl at back 
of cavern. The crawl rises dramatically into a fine passage which 
eventually chokes with mud and boulders just beyond a high aven. 


Middle Series 

Ciimb up into passage in right wall of Middle Chamber and 
crawl past formations (care) to complex junction. Up to the right 
is a maze of passages at three levels and low level route soon chokes 
but straight ahead is a crawl to a ‘““T” junction. Right is easy going 
to a steep,sand slope and crawl to a calcite choke where the 
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waterfall in Waterfall Series can be heard. Back over sand slope is 
a high level passage with odd traverses over the ‘““T” junction until 
it enters the maze area. Up to the right is a mud slope and tunnel 
to yet another junction. Left leads back into the maze and right 
soon splits again. To the right the active branch is a squeeze into 
two choked chambers while straight ahead a mud floored crawl 
leads to a boulder choke and a visual connection with Bridge Cham- 
ber in the Junction Complex. 


Waterfall, Lefthand and Red Rose Series 

Just before terminal sump climb up into a large window to two 
passages. The Lefthand Series crosses an eyehole over the sump and 
rises to a “T” junction. Right leads to a squeeze and choke while 
left becomes tortuous and splits into two blocked passages. Right 
above the climb quickly reaches a crossroads and a stream channel 
in the floor emerges at the sump. Upstream a handsome passage 
ends in an ayen and noisy waterfall with an accessible inlet rising 
tortuously to a sump and dry passage to a choke. 

Opposite the stream channel at the crossroads is a narrow high 
fissure which continues beyond a choked branch and small chamber 
to a crawl above a small stream. The streamway becomes very low 
but to the left a crawl breaks out into Red Rose Chamber—a 
fusion of avens. Ascend flakes into a much higher passage which 
becomes narrow but up through sharp rock is a section of larger 
passage choked by mud at each end. 


Precambrian Series Grade IV 
Two passages may be entered by swimming across the terminal 
sump pool. Straight ahead is a crawl 50 ft. (15:3 m.) long which 
becomes tight. Precambrian Series is gained by a similar passage to 
the left. The crawl passes through a duck and a squeeze to a 
junction with a streamway. Downstream after 100 ft. (30:5 m.) is a 
pool with diminishing airspace. Upstream a 5 ft. (1:5m.) high 
meandering passage (Carotid Passage) leads to an inlet bedding 
plane, which has been forced to a chamber and zig-zag passage 
above a small fall. Carotid Passage continues to a waterfall and 
alternative climb up into a chamber whose exit is a long inclined 
bedding plane. Beyond a small inlet a low crawl at water level enters 
an aven with a narrow fissure near the roof. This point is very 
close to the end of Casterton Pot. 
Permission, Estate Office, Cowan Bridge. 


BAT CAVE NGR SD. 675805 Grade Ti 
Alt. 1,090 ft. (332 m.) Length 350 ft. (106 m.) 

High entrance in obvious rift opposite Swindon Hole where a 
stream emerges. Twisting canyon to a junction. Right soon splits 
into two impassable branches while left continues some distance to 
small chambers and tight inlets. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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BEST’S HOLE NGR SD. 676806 Grade II 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (327m.) Length 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 

F Slit entrance at stream level in left bank of Ease Gill. Twisting, 
sideways going for 40 ft. (12-2 m.) to impassable inlet on the left. 
Short crawl into small chamber and window to wide aven. Roof 
inlet is too tight and outlet is a muddy crawl. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


THE BOREHOLE NGR SD. 677807 Grade III 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (327m.) Length 4 mile (0-4 km.) 

Explored 1964, North Lonsdale Speleological Club & R.R.C.P.C. 
WARNING—The entrance section and further parts lower down 
the system flood completely and rapidly in times of wet weather. 

Large open entrance in SE bank of Ease Gil some 275 yds. 
(252 m.) upstream from County Pot. A short length of descending 
passage leads to a 10 ft. (3 m.) pitch, followed by a long meandering 
streamway with a deep canal in places. This gives way to a well 
decorated bedding section leading to a further length of winding 
stream canyon which enlarges to the head of a 50 ft. (15:3 m.)-pitch. 
Top of pitch is loose boulders and is best laddered by climbing 
into roof back from edge, and belaying ladder to large block near 
head of pitch. Two small passages can be followed by traversing on 
beyond top of pitch. 

From foot, in a clean washed chamber, an inlet can be followed 
up to a choke, whilst downstream continues as a narrow snake 
passage descending quickly until it emerges in a large chamber 
with a steep boulder floor. Several inlets enter here and a number of 
high level chambers lie above. From far end of chamber a boulder 
slope leads down into a bedding passage containing the stream, 
which enters a low tight crawl. Several small passages branch off 
from this and one enters T-piece Passage just upstream of its 
junction with Green and Smelly Passage whilst another on the left, 
The Eccles By-pass, emerges a few yards downstream of the choke 
at the head of Green and Smelly Passage. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 20 ft. (61 m.) 
handline 

2nd 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 75 ft. (23m.) 

Permission, C.N.C.C. ; 

BOULDER CAVE NGR SD. 667683 Grade I 


Alt. 900 ft. (274m.) Length 30 ft. (9:1 m.) ; 
100 yds. (915 m.) upstream of Mistral Hole behind a boulder « 

against scar. Short crawl into chamber with floor of boulders 

separated by deep fissures. Bedding plane at rear of chamber soon 

closes down. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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BOUNDARY POT NGR SD. 679808 Grade III 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) Length 2,200 ft. (671 m.) 

Depth 145 ft. (44 m.) 

Explored 1950, N.P.C. and R.R.C.P.C. 

WARNING—Entrance passages liable to total flooding after a little 
rain. Watch out for loose boulders in Hiroshima Chamber. 

The furthest upstream entrance in the left bank of the gill, in a 
long open depression. A short low crawl and climb down lead to 
a chamber where daylight enters from a fenced shaft 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
above on the bank. Way out drops to a wide crawl followed by 
climb down to a second chamber. Passage straight ahead ends in a 
mud choke after 120 ft. (36-6m.) but crawl to right leads to a 
clean-washed passage which originates in an inlet chamber -with a 
roof connection to the daylight chamber. Way forward is flat crawl 
under left wall to short drop into a dark aven. Tortuous passages 
enlarge to a shingle crawl which chokes where a small downhill 
tube (Bar Stewards’ Passage) meets a high inlet dropping to a fine 
pitch. Belay to blade of rock directly over pot. 

Below is the massive Fusion Cavern with a complex of inlets. 
Up to the right is a high chamber with further climbs up into a 
complex of oxbows and deserted streamways. At the end of Fusion 
Cavern a tight crawl bypasses a boulder choke into a wide arched 
passage with fine formations and false floors (care) leading to 
Hiroshima Chamber. Just before the chamber is a short passage 
up on the left and a 20 ft. (6:1 m.) climbable pitch past jammed 
flakes to a small stream trench amongst boulders. Hiroshima has 
choked roof passages and an extensive bedding plane to the NE 
where a tight ‘“‘L’’ shaped slot leads to an old inlet and the inevitable 
choked boulder chamber. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Fusion Cavern 50 ft 2 3m.) 15 ft. (4:5.m.) 70 it. (21-4 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C 


BULL POT OF THE WITCHES NGR SD. 662813 


Grade III 
Alt. 960 ft. (293 m.) Length 14 miles (2:4 km.) 
Depth 175 ft. (53 m.) 
eee Y.R.C.; extended 1966 and 1968, B.S.A. and 1969, 
RAR. CPC, 

A es with fossil phreatic development at several levels in a 
thrust plane. Large open shaft where stream sinks, a short distance 
along track behind Bull Pot Farm. The entrance pitch can be 
laddered but the more usual route is via a short passage leading off 
from the slope at the S side. This passage leads to an easy chimney 
descent into the wide South Chamber a few feet from the open 
hole. South Chamber is just one of several routes leading from the 
entrance and it can be followed to where the mud floor gives way 
to a climb down into the extensive, boulder-filled Cavern 32. At the 
far end of this chamber an awkward climb up leads to a further 
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length of passage and a dangerous choke whilst under the left wall 
was the original route through to Hidden Pot, now blocked. 

At the opposite end of the open hole lies North Chamber and a 
short section of rift passage leading to further small chambers and 
a mud choke. At the start of North Chamber a route down through 
boulders, The Cathole, leads to a 25 ft. (7-6 m.) pitch to join the 
route taken by the stream, and a further short climb drops down 
to join Burnett’s Passage. 


Burnett’s Passage Area 

_ The last passage out of the open hole turns sharply back along- 
side South Chamber and a series of drops, best laddered, reaches 
a large passage. A climb up over boulders enters a chamber, and : 
climb up on the left leads via a dangerous route into Cavern 32 
whilst to the right comes to a “T” junction after only a few feet. 
The large passage to the left leads via either of two levels to a 
climb down into the large Burnett’s Great Cavern. The main route 
on quickly leads to a choke which can be penetrated a short 
distance via a climb to an upper level whilst high in the left wall, 
reached via a 40 ft. (12:2 m.) scale is the short B.S.A. Passage. A 
further passage can be entered from shelf on the right and an awk- 
ward climb leads up to where the way on is too tight. 

To the right from the “T” junction is Burnett’s Passage, a hands 
and knees crawl which enlarges where the main stream enters on 
the right. A few feet further on in a recess to the right is a large 
aven which can be scaled to a short length of rift passage and a 
further aven. This is free-climbable, and 30 ft. (9:1 m.) up enters 
Robert’s Inlet, an awkward crawl which terminates very close to 
the surface streambed where the way on is choked. 


Upstream Passage 

From the foot of the first aven a large passage slopes away to the 
left and ends at a muddy climb up into a hading rift. A traverse 
along this followed by a climb up leads into the beautiful Gour 
Chambers, whilst continuing along the rift by-passes a sump in the 
upper section of the bottom stream passage to emerge in a large 
sloping chamber. A traverse across a mud slope and a careful 
descent reach the start of the Upstream Passage. The first few 
yards consist of a low air-space crawl in the stream, but soon the 
roof lifts and the way continues as an easy walk. An obvious climb 
up leads into the high level ’49 Cavern, or a low passage following 
the stream meets a slope down from the far end of the chamber. 
Only a few yards on is the upstream sump where water from 
Aygill Caverns enters, This has been dived for 220 ft. (67 m.) to an 
air bell with a further sump, as yet un-dived, leading on. 


Long Gallery to Downstream Sump ; 

_ If, instead of leaving the large passage below the series of drops, 
the continuing passage is followed, a climb down leads to an 
enlargement in a roof bedding, and an extremely tight crawl runs 
off to the left to emerge at the head of a small aven at the choke 
at the downstream end of the Long Gallery. A short distance on 
downstream is Hidden Pot Pitch of 17 ft. (5-1m.) which is an— 
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awkward climb, possibly best laddered. At the bottom a short length 
of passage and a short climb down reaches the bottom stream 
paisage which can only be followed a few yards in either direction 
bejiore sumps are reached. However, just to one side is a short 
clinb up into The Long Gallery which by-passes both sumps. 

\Jpstream is a hands and knees crawl in a slanting passage to 
where the way slopes down to the right to the stream and the 
bottom end of the sump by-passed via Robert’s Passage and the 
hading rift. In the opposite direction The Long Gallery reaches the 
aven and choke already mentioned, and just before this twin holes 
against the right wall lead down an easy climb to The Canal. 
Upstream here sumps immediately but downstream leads into a wide 
but low passage running to a complex junction. 

‘To the right is a large complicated oxbow whilst to the left is 
Junction Chamber and a way through a choke up into the Far 
Gallery, and also The Dry Way. This is a large abandoned passage 
which finally re-unites with The Wet Way, a low crawl, in a roomy 
chamber containing~a large sump. This has been dived downstream 
for approximately 400 ft. (122m.) to emerge in Wilf Taylor’s 
Passage in Lancaster Hole. 


Tackie 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 50 ft.(15:3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 75 ft. (23 m.) 


Cathole Pitch 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Main Route 
Ist 30 ft. (9:1 m.) Sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
2nd 20 ft. (6:1 m.) Long sling 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 

At least 40 ft. (12:2 m.) of scaling pole is needed to reach B.S.A. 
Passage, and 25 ft. Ae 6m.) to reach Robert’s Inlet. 
Permission, C.N.C.C 


. 


CASTERTON POT NGR SD. 663816 Grade II 
(Tip Pot) 

Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 120 ft. (36:5 m.) 

Depth 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 

Explored 1959, E.P.C. 

Midway between Bullpot Farm and Aygill are twin shakeholes. 
One contains a mass of scrap iron—the other is Casterton Pot. 
Climb down into the first chamber and continue via the second 
chamber to Guillotine Pot where the small stream sinks. A rift 
leads to an aven and wet crawl which becomes too tight only a few 
feet short of Precambrian Series in Aygill Caverns. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Guillotine Pot 30ft.(9:1m.). 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Permission, Estate Office, Cowan Bridge. 


CLIFF CAVE NGR SD. 674805 Grade II 
Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
On ledge in cliff on S bank of Ease Gill and opposite Houe Gill. 
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Low crawl meets a small stream and enlarges but beyond an im- 
passable side passage the way is blocked by a boulder. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


CORNER SINK NGR SD. 675805 Grade I 
Alt. 1,056 ft. (322m.) Length 120 ft. (37 m.) 
WARNING—Liable to rapid flooding if gill starts to flood. 
Entrance is in right bank on corner where gill turns sharply to 
the left. A squeeze down over large boulders enters a rift passage 
which quickly becomes a crawl. Beyond a small oxbow to the right 
the floor starts cutting down and walking is possible to a climb 
down into a pool. On far side of this the fissure narrows and the 
only way on is in a wide bedding crawl to where the passage is 
blocked by cobbles. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


COUNTY CAVES NGR SD. 675805 Grade I—II 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (327 m.) 
l.-Length 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 

Obvious bedding plane entrance across Ease Gill from County 
Pot. Quickly lowers to a crawl and choked passages. Two other 
caves to left and right of No. 1 are short and choked by boulders. 
2. Length 110 ft. (33-5 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 

Upstream of No. 1 and higher in the scar. Stooping passage to 
sudden entry into a fine chamber. Climb down overhanging blocks 
to floor with blind holes and short passage. Climb up onto shelf 
with two inlets—one a narrow fissure, the other easy going to a 
small aven. 

3. Explored 1951, N.P.C. Length 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 

Immediately left of No. 2 is a sideways slide into a high canyon 
and easy trayerse past a short side passage on the right, to a boulder 
choke. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


COUNTY POT NGR SD. 675805 Grade III 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) 
Length included in Ease Gill Caverns total. 
Excavated 1952, N.P.C. and R.R.C.P.C.; extended 1972, M.U.S.S. - 
The most popular route into the ramifications of Ease Gill 
Caverns. Excavated entrance shaft with steel lid, on right bank ot 
gill 80 yds. (73 m.) up-valley from Cow Dub. An easy climb down 
into a low passage quickly enlarges to become a winding canyon 
with several short climbs down to the head of a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) pitch. 
Below is a chamber with an inlet entering on the right, and a short 
passage on the left to an 8 ft. (2:-4m.) climb down into a spacious 
passage, The Broadway. Upstream to the left is an easy walk to a 
crawl and aven, with a short climb into upper passage which 
emerges in a large chamber with a waterfall inlet. 
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Oxford Circus downstream to Molluscan Hall and beyond. 

Almost opposite the point of entry into The Broadway is Oxford 
Circus. The downstream passage continues from here as a twisting 
streamway to a high level junction on the left with Green Passage, 
a low crawl which soon becomes too tight. On downstream reaches 
Toadstool Junction, where a large inlet, Butterfield’s Passage, enters 
on the left. This can be followed up a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) waterfall into 
a long crawl to a choke. The main way continues with several 
cascades to Razor Passage where small climbs down over break- 
down finally lead to Platypus Junction. 

From here the well decorated North-West Passage degenerates 
in size to a wet crawl to Dismal Junction, with Clough’s Passage 
joining from the left. A further wet crawl enlarges dramatically at 
Molluscan Hall, and from the far end of this chamber several 
routes lead onward. One route leads into a wide, but low bedding 
plane carrying a large stream and emerges at Surprise Junction 
between boulder chokes in the main Ease Gill streamway. Dry route 
is climb up to a muddy crawl and through a series of boulder 
chambers, eventually rejoining the stream. 


Molluscan Hall to Cornes’ Cavern 

Several passages radiate from here and the largest traverses 
several deep holes to reach a junction. The way to the right chokes, 
but the other enters a 35 ft. (10-6 m.) aven. Scaling this leads to a 
series of large passages running back to the left to The Surprise, a 
large chamber, and a considerable length of passage beyond. To one 
side of the chamber is a 10 ft. (3 m.) climb up into the Sideline, a 
low crawl which eventually emerges 20 ft. (6-1 m.) up the wall of © 
Snail Cavern in Lancaster Hole. The other route from the top of 
the aven, The Mancunian Way, leads via a series of low chambers 
to a larger passage which enters Cornes’ Cavern in Lancaster Hole, 
behind a tremendous dropped block. 


Oxford Circus to Poetic Justice 

Back at Oxford Circus a further passage leads off up and over a 
rack slope and down into Showerbath Passage. Easy walking in a 
twisting streamway brings one to Confusion Corner and the junc- 
tion with the original route from Oxford Pot. Also at Confusion 
Corner is a large abandoned upper passage which enters a highly 
shattered area with a connection through to The Upper Trident 
Series in Battle of Britain Chamber. On down the main streamway 
leads to a climb down into Spout Hall which can be by-passed via 
an old route on a shelf to the left. Spout Hall slopes steeply down 
to two outlet passages which quickly unite, and only a few feet 
further on, tucked away under the right wall, is the chimney up to 
Poetic Justice and the connection with the further reaches of the 
system. The stream passage continues to Platypus Junction, already 
described, with a further high level connection to the Far Series 
via Ignorance is Bliss. 


Poetic Justice to Eureka Junction 
A short crawl at the head of the chimney—Poetic Justice—leads 
to a drop down into a separate stream passage, and only a few feet 
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downstream is an 18ft. (5:-4m.) pitch into Pierce’s Passage. 
Upstream above the pitch leads via a complex route to a link with 
Carrot Chamber in Lancaster Hole, or alternatively into the Upper 
Trident Series and Spout Hall. Below the pitch Pierce’s Passage is 
easy walking to a large junction on the right where Trident Passage 
enters. This can be followed up to where the way splits into three. 
Scaling any of the waterfalls at the ends of these passages enters 
the complex Upper Trident Series which virtually defies descrip- 
tion. Back in the main passage a climb up a muddy boulder slope 
leads to a drop back down to the stream, and a twisting canyon 
passage which descends numerous cascades, Gradually the gradient 
flattens out and a drop in the roof is followed by a climb up into 
a mud floored section, lowering to a crawl which emerges down a 
pope into the spacious main drain of Ease Gill at Eureka Junction. 
ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Ist 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 10m (San) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
2nd 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Wretched Rabbit Passage 

Just before this point is reached a gap in the right wall leads 
into Wretched Rabbit Passage, a long meandering streamway that 
can be followed up to a climb up into Four Ways-Chamber where 
a route leads to Stop Pot at a higher level. The main way on 
continues, twisting and turning, and climbing steadily, until 
eventually it ends at a high rift with a choked bedding passage off 
to one side. This section is very close to the end of New Cave in 
the gill. 
Eureka Junction to Stop Pot 

At Eureka Junction the stream can be followed down in a 
gradually lowering passage until a flat crawl in the stream takes one 
to a climb up through a tremendous collapse area into the complex 
below Snail Cavern. Upstream from the junction is a large passage 
which enters an enlargement on a corner. Here there are two routes 
on, that to the left following the stream through a bouldery section, 
whilst up the slope straight ahead a low bedding crawl can be 
followed, to where both ways emerge into the vastness of Stop Pot. 
A climb up the huge boulder slope leads to an iron ladder and 
climb up to the usual connection with the high level route through 
from Lancaster Hole. 
Stop Pot to Holbeck Junction 

From the foot of the slope two passages can be entered from 2 
rock shelf on the right. The first one, Depot Passage 2, can be 
followed as a crawl to a choke whilst the other, and more obvious 
passage, Depot Passage 1 is more complex. Commencing as a wide 
crawl it gradually narrows and passes three sharp bends to a long 
straight section. At the end of this two chambers can be entered, 
and the far one has an awkward 12 ft. (3-6 m.) climb to an upper 
level. Further small passages continue to more small chambers and 
-a further climb to a junction, both ways soon becoming too tight. 
-On the opposite side of Stop Pot a climb up a loose slope takes 
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one to the start of Double Decker Passage which after a short 
climb up enters the large high level Straw Chamber at roof level. 
At the far end of the chamber a steep slope up boulders leads to 
the well decorated start of Dry Dock Passage, a walking size 
passage which terminates in an extensive choke. To the left of the 
entrance to this passage is the climb up into the link passage to 
Green and Smelly Passage, whilst under the left wall a hair-raising 
descent down loose boulders brings one back into the main stream 
passage just upstream from Stop Pot. From here an involved route 
over huge fallen blocks leads to a narrow section, and a climb 
down to the>stream at Holbeck Junction. 

Permission, €-N.C.C. 


COW POT NGR SD. 664808 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,000 ft. (305 m.) Length 800 ft. (244 m.) 

Depth 250 ft. (76 m.) 

Explored 1899, Y.R.C.; extended 1948, N.P.C. and 1969, B.S.A. 

An interesting route into Lancaster Hole, with a classic final 
pitch. Open shaft at end of stream course, in walled enclosure at 
corner of field. The entrance pitch can be laddered in several 
positions, the easiest being down the gully on the east side. Lead- 
ing off from the sides of the open shaft are several short inlet 
passages, and one old outlet passage with a blind 20ft. (6:1 m.) 
pitch; all reached by climbs up from the foot of the shaft. 

Almost opposite the bottom of the fadder a large, meandering 
passage descends several short cascades to where the roof lowers, 
and a short crawl over large cobbles leads to a wide but low 
chamber formed in a washed out shale bed. A number of passages 
radiate from here, the first one being on the left of the point of 
entry. This is a short crawl running back in the direction of the 
entrance and soon chokes. Only a few feet on round the wall from 
the start of this passage is a further short crawl in a phreatic tube 
several feet above floor level. Moving on round the chamber a hole 
in the floor down through large boulders is met, and this can only 
be followed a few feet before choking completely. 

The next passage is up a shelf in the washed out shale bed, and 
a crawl leads to a step up of 3 ft. (0°9m.) into an old phreatic 
tunnel. Continuing past a hole in the floor leads to a junction, the 
way to the left spiralling back round into the chamber, or con- 
tinuing on to the top of a short pitch. The other direction continues 
as a stooping walk to a further junction. To the left leads up an 
inlet to a choke very close to the foot of the entrance waterfall, 
whilst to the right is a squeeze and 6 ft. (1:8 m.) climb down into a 
small chamber, the only outlet being an impassable slot taking the 
stream. 

The final exit from the chamber is the one that connects with 
this last passage, but to one side is an opening giving straight onto 
a 13 ft. (3:9 m.) pitch. From the foot a short crawl leads to an acute 
corner and a short drop into a small chamber. The way on is an 
awkward squeeze in the right wall and this ends abruptly at the 
lip of a further pitch of 13 ft. (3-9 m.), A small chamber at the foot 


mW 


EASE GILL 


leads to a very narrow rift passage which becomes too tight within 
a few feet. 
Fall Pot route 

The only other passage leading off from the entrance shaft is up 
the rock slope to the right of the ladder, and is the route which 
connects with Lancaster Hole. This starts as a narrow rift which 
quickly swings to the right and after a short climb down reaches 
a junction. To the right ends at a choke after a few yards, whilst 
to the left is the main way on in a low crawl. After passing several 
acute bends a stream inlet enters on the left and the crawl is 
through a long pool. Gradually the passage enlarges until a short 
climb down into a wide chamber is reached, a thick shale bed 
being evident in the walls. The stream descends a series of steps 
in a gully to the lip of a big pitch into Fall Pot in Lancaster Hole, 
or a traverse at the upper level leads to a more direct route down 
into the vastness of Fall Pot. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 75 ft. (23 m.) Sling 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
Old Series 

Ist 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 10 ft. 3m.) 25 ft. (7-6m.) 
2nd 20 ft. (6:1 m.) Sling 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Lancaster Hole Route 

Fall Pot 150 ft.(46m.) 20 ft. (6 m.) 180 ft. (55 m.) 


A 50 ft. (15:3 m.) handline is useful if stream gully is used. 
- Permission, C.N.C.C. 


THE CRUMBLES NGR SD. 666803 Grade II 
Alt. 875 ft. (266 m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) 

Depth 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 

Explored 1972, H.W.C.P.C. 

WARNING—Much shattered rock; take care. 

Entrance in cliff 100 ft. (30°5m.) down Ease Gill from Mistral 
Hole. Drop into loose chamber with precipitous slope and cross to 
short roof passage. In alcove on right is Black Rabbit Chimney 
which descends to Square Cavern with twin chimneys on each side. 
W chimney leads to a series of crawls and avens, while E chimney 
drops into Mint Crawl leading to a climbable pot and very unstable 
boulder choke. 

Hole at bottom of entrance chamber opens into South Chamber 
which has .a muddy crawl straight ahead blocked by boulders. A 
hole to the left connects with Mint Crawl and a slot between 
blocks drops into a lower chamber. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


DRAGON HOLE NGR SD. 678807 Grade II 
Alt. 1,100 ft. (329m.) Length 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) : 

Hole under boulder up on S bank of Ease Gill drops 12 ft. 
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(3:6 m.) into roomy passage. One end chokes at once but the other 
continues through a deep pool to a very tight twisting fissure. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


EASE GILL CAVERNS 
Length 204 miles (33 km.) including Bull Pot of the Witches and 
Lancaster Hole. 

This extensive and highly complex system defies adequate des- 
cription in a book of this type and for a more detailed account of 
the passages reference should be made to the excellent publication, 
“Lancaster Hole and the Ease Gill Caverns” by J. Eyre and P. 
Ashmead; Cave Research Group Transactions Vol. 9, No. 2 (1967). 

For clarity the passages of the system are described here under 
the headings of the three usual entrances. The Top Sink descrip- 
tion covers the upstream passages down to Holbeck Junction; Pool 
Sink deals with this entrance and associated inlets, whilst the 
County Pot section extends upstream to Holbeck Junction—the 
linking point of each description—and includes the various passages 
and connections to Lancaster Hole between Stop Pot and Cornes’ 
Cavern. On the main route Stop Pot has been taken as the dividing 
line between Lancaster Hole and the Ease Gill Caverns. _ 

All newcomers to the system are advised to make their first 
explorations in the company of someone who knows the system 
well. Great care should be taken to avoid damage to the marvellous 
formations, which have already suffered severely at the hands of 
earlier visitors. 


FINGER POT NGR SD. 674805 Grade II 
Alt. 1,030 ft. (314m.) Depth 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Explored 1954, R.R.C.P.C. 

Top of shaft is covered by boulders in thick patch of bracken 
about 60 ft. (18:3 m) down-valley from the wall joining Ease Gill 
at Cow Dub, and well up on left bank near large pointed boulder. 
A straight descent in a rift lands on a sloping floor which funnels 
down to a short drop and a squeeze into a section of larger passage. 
This quickly chokes in both directions. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Stake & Sling 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 

GALE GARTH POT NGR SD. 662809 Grade III 


Alt. 988 ft. (301m.) Length 750 ft. (230m.) Depth 90ft. (28 m.) 
Explored 1971, R.R.C.P.C. 

Entrance is excavated shaft in shakehole by track between Bull 
Pot and Lancaster Hole. Below the short shaft is a squeeze and 
way through a boulder choke into Octopus Chamber. Ahead is a 
breakdown cavern with roof inlets and a high level route back 
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over Octopus Chamber to a choke under the entrance shakehole. 
Wide crawl at N end of breakdown cavern soon leads to a rift 
and pitch on the right down into a large abandoned passage and 
mud choke. The crawl continues via the China Shop and Dracula’s 
ey to Equality Crawl and a large choked fault chamber. 

ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist,,; 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 12 ft. (3-7 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 

GELDER HOLE NGR SD. 675805 Grade III 


Alt. 1,070 ft. (326 m.) 

Directly below Bat Cave. Water falls into a nasty wet bedding 
plane. Blocked at present. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


GINTRAP HOLE NGR SD. 676806 Grade I 
Alt. 1,100 ft. 335m.) Length 30ft. (9-1 m.) 

Notable shakehole on bench above Ease Gill. Short bouldery 
cave strewn with straw and earth. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


HAIRY FISSURE NGR SD. 668803 Grade II 
Alt. 900 ft. (274m.) Length 20ft. (6-1m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
Explored 1970, H.W.C.P.C. 

Rift in rock outcrop in the bed of Ease Gill. Tight section part- 
way down is easy to reverse for small people—almost impossible 
for fatties. Ends in a series of constricted shingle-choked crawls. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


HELLOT HOLE NGR SD. 662806 Grade II 
Alt. 970 ft. (296m) Length 65 ft. (19:8m.) Depth 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
Explored 1946, B.S.A. 

Shaft by track to Hellot Scales Barn is straight descent into a 
passage. Inlet to the NW ascends rapidly to become tight and 
choked. Small stream runs down tunnel which chokes where water 
sinks into a narrow fissure. 


Tackle ee 
Pitch Ladder. Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 80 ft. (24:4 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


HIDDEN POT NGR SD. 662813 Grade II 
Alt. 970 ft. (296m.) Depth 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 


Explored 1927, Y.R.C. 
On opposite side of track, and only a few yards from Bull Pot 


“of the Witches in a steep sided, fenced shakehole with drainage 
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gulley entering. A straight climb down leads to small chamber and 
loose boulder choke. At one time a passage through this led into 
Cavern 32 in Bull Pot of the Witches. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. i 

HOWGILL SINK NGR SD. 672804 Grade III 


Alt. 975 ft. (298 m.) Length 450 ft. (137m.) Depth 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
WARNING—Entrance is underwater when Ease Gill flows beyond 
Cow Dub. 

Explored 1970, R.R.C.P.C. 

Beneath bedstead on left bank of Ease Gill below the confluence 
with Houe Gill. Small climbs drop to first squeeze into a wider 
passage and Hanging Death Squeeze past loose blocks in a choke 
at entrance to Consortium Cavern. At base of steep upward boulder 
slope are two short drops into a wide, low streamway. Upstream is 
a wet crawl to a breakdown chamber, and downstream is a wide 
silted bedding plane to 150 ft. (46 m.) of easier going to a junction. 
Straight ahead soon ends in a boulder blockage and choked avens 
while the crawl continues for 200 ft. (61 m.) to a low chamber and 
sump. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


INNOMINATE SINK NGR SD. 675805 Grade IT 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (327 m.) 
Explored 1951, N.P.C. 

Up side valley immediately above Cow Dub. Climb down into 
short passage and further drop into choked bedding cave. Blocked 
at present, 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


KIRK POT NGR SD. 662802 Grade II 
(Upper Gunbarrel) (Sputnik) 
Alt. 825 ft. (251-5 m.) Length 600 ft. (183 m.) 
Depth 125 ft. (38-1 m.) 
Explored Y.R.C. and extended R.R.C.P.C., 1958 
WARNING—Total flooding within minutes when Ease Gill floods. 
At base of dry waterfall in Upper Ease Gill Kirk. Twin entrances 
behind large flakes on the S bank unite in a series of rifts and 
bedding planes. Fissure crawl into descending bedding plane and 
small passage to a 10 ft. (3 m.) chockstone climb and the spiralling 
pitch and final climb down into a large passage. Upwards over 
boulders soon chokes but other branch descends through pools to 
crawl over boulders into wider section. Continuing wide passage 
lowers into choked sump. 
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Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

ish 45 ft. (13:7 m.) 8 ft. (2:4 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 

LANCASTER HOLE NGR SD. 664807 | Grade III 


Length 204 miles (33 km.) including Bull Pot’ of the Witches and 
Ease Gill Caverns. 

Explored 1946, B.S.A.; extended by many other clubs since, 
particularly the R.R.C.P.C., N.P.C. and E.P.C. 

Lancaster Hole is one entrance to the superb, vast series of caves 
connecting with Bull Pot of the Witches and Ease Gill Caverns to 
form the longest and most intricate cave system in the Dales. A 
more detailed description than there is room for here is given in the 
Cave Research Group’s Transactions, Vol. 9, No. 2, ‘Lancaster Hole 
and the Ease Gill Caverns’ by J. Eyre and P. Ashmead (1967). 

For convenience the description here is divided into three main 
sections: West of Fall Pot, East of Fall Pot, and Stake Pot Series 
and Inlets. These are further divided into many sub-sections. The 
division between Lancaster Hole and the Ease Gill Caverns is taken 
as Stop Pot. 

Great care should be taken of the superb formations, which have 
already been severely damaged by careless visitors. 


WEST OF FALL POT 

Thejlidded entrance shaft of 110 ft. (33 m.) lies in the shallow 
valley to the S of Cow Pot, by an isolated group of boulders. 
Narrow at the top, the shaft soon opens out to large dimensions, 
passing two ledges to reach a boulder floor. A short climb up leads 
into a large rift passage with a slot in the floor and a short walk 
emerges at the top of a steep boulder slope down into Bridge Hall. 
Immediately on the left are two routes into the Sand Cavern Series 
which ultimately chokes whilst slightly further down the slope, 
and also on the left, is a concealed crawl which leads to fixed iron 
ladder and The Graveyard Series. 


The Graveyard Series 

From the foot of the ladder the passage enlarges quickly, and 
a branch to the left ends in two fine avens. Ahead a large chamber 
with a further aven is entered, and beyond stretches The Graveyard 
itself. The mud floor, abundantly “decorated with stalagmites, is 
split by a gully containing a small stream, and this can be followed 
upstream to a choke beneath Bridge Hall, or downstream to a 
junction. The right passage joins the Stump Cavern Extension, 
whilst the left passage descends two pitches of 25 ft. (7:6 m.) and 
10 ft. (3 m.), to reach a small sump. i 

Continuing beyond the gully a slope up and a crawl leads into 
Stump Cavern, from the far end of which a further crawl over 
breakdown eventually enlarges at a junction with a far larger 
passage. To the left here leads to the Skittle Alley and a deep sump 
which has been dived unsuccessfully, whilst to the right.leads to a 
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muddy sump, Aqua-Mud Sump, which can be bailed to enter 
Montagu South Passage. This commences as a low passage, but 
enlarges into a rift, seemingly to terminate at a blank wall. How- 
ever, a 25 ft. (7°6 m.) scale followed by a similar pitch down enters 
a large chamber, Newton Hall. From the far end of this a large 
passage gradually degenerates into a wide, low crawl which can be 
followed for about 200 ft. (61 m.) to where it gets too low. 
Bridge Hall and Colonnade Chamber 

By continuing down the slope into the chamber proper, and 
passing a hole down through boulders at the lowest point, Kath’s 
Way, a mud slope can be ascended on the right to a blind 20 ft. 
(6:1 m.) pitch, Barker’s Pot. To the left at the bottom of the slope; 
an easy climb up and a traverse round to the right enters a large 
passage. This closes to a short crawl which enters the Colonnade 
Chamber with its beautiful columns. At the far end of the chamber 
the way swings to the right and narrows to a rift which quickly 
chokes, as also does a high level route reached oy a 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
climb. 


Bill Taylor’s Passage 

At the foot of Kath’s Way a low crawl is reached, with a branch 
off to the right into a complex low series connecting with Sand 
Caverns and the slot in the floor of the passage from the entrance 
pitch. The main route enlarges to an alcove on the left where a 
showerbath descends, and just beyond, a couple of holes to the 
right lead to The Craters. A descent of the largest enters a squeeze 
to a sump which can be bailed. Beyond, a small passage leads to 
a climb into a Jarger section and a 60 ft. (18:3 m.) pitch into the 
Master Cave canal just upstream of the final sump. A low crawl 
continues beyond the pitch for 300 ft. (91 m.) to a small sump. 

Back in Bill Taylor’s Passage the way on enlarges’ considerably 
and then splits in two, both ways uniting in the vastness of Mon- 
tagu East Passage where it encounters Fall Pot. If the left hand 
route is taken, a descent of several small steps leads to a cleft in 
the floor which is an 80 ft. (24:4m.) pitch into the Master Cave. 
A careful traverse round to the left here, on a sloping mud-floored 
shelf, leads to the start of Montagu West Passage. This in turn joins 
in its further reaches with Waterfall Passage and Wilf Taylor’s 
Passage—two separate routes back down to the downstream section 
of the Master Cave. 


_ Montagu West Passage 

A climb up the mud slope leads to a narrow passage and a 
strategically placed fixed ladder. A short descent enters a larger 
section, and a short crawl emerges in a chamber with several holes 
in the floor leading direct to the Master Cave nearly 100 ft. (30:5 m.) 
below. Alternating stretches of walking and stooping leads to a 
junction with the far larger Portcullis Passage. To the left here 
narrows in to a rift with two holes in the floor which connect with 
Waterfall Passage 30 ft. (9:1 m.) below, whilst beyond them another 
junction is quickly reached. Both ways, which have been excavated, 
soon end, and it is possible that this area is connected to Montagu 
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South Passage. 

. To the right at the junction with Portcullis Passage continues as 
a hands and knees crawl, past The Portcullis itself, to where the 
mud floor slopes down to a rock floor. Just beyond the roof lifts and 
two rifts cross the floor, the first of which connects on the left with 
Waterfall Passage. the continuing passage now has banks of sand 
and shingle along the sides, and eventually a “T” junction is reached 
at Cross Passage. To the left here leads in a few feet to a drop 
down into the active streamway of Waterfall Passage, whilst to the 
right enlarges considerably as it enters Wilf Taylor’s Passage. 


Waterfall Passage 

A short climb down from Cross Passage enters a narrow canyon 
passage which can be followed upstream for a short way to where 
the roof lowers and the stream splits in two, both routes sumping 
almost immediately. Downstream from the point of entry continues 
as a high, narrow canyon passage with dark mud-covered walls. 
Easy walking leads steadily on to where the gradient increases to 
descend several small chutes, and finally, an easily descended 12 ft. 
(3:6 m.) sloping waterfall. At the foot is a large cross rift, and the 
stream flows into the right hand extensions and sumps: The 
chamber itself, Waterfall Chamber is fairly spacious and very tall, 
and from the far side a narrow rift leads down a steep mud slope 
to enter the Master Cave at a sharp corner. 


Wilf Taylor’s Passage 

At the junction with Cross Passage a step down leads into the 
large Wilf Taylor’s Passage, and to the left (upstream), can be 
followed in a gradually lowering route to a pool which finally 
sumps. It is here that the underwater connection to Bull Pot of the 
Witches commences. Downstream from the junction the passage 
narrows and becomes a high rift with clean washed rock floor and 
walls — obviously. a flood route in wet weather. Easy walking 
leads to a series of chutes and Double Decker Pot with a fairly - 
easy climb down to the floor of the chamber, although rather 
frightening when viewed from above. From the far end of the 
lower chamber twin rift passages quickly unite, and a zig-zag 
route with several small chutes emerges finally from an un-inspiring 
entrance into the Master Cave only a few yards upstream from the 
junction with Waterfall Passage. : 


Fall Pot and downstream section of the Master Cave _ 

By following one of several routes from the end of Bill Taylor’s 
Passage, taking care of the deep holes in the floor, the lip of Fall 
Pot itself is reached, with. the stream entering from Cow Pot far 
above. To the right is a fixed iron ladder descending to a tremen- 
dous fallen block, with a further short ladder leading down to a 
boulder floor. To the right at the foot of a short slope is a 40 ft. 
(12:2 m.) pitch taking the water, or to the left a rope descent 
down between the boulders, both uniting in the Master Cave, here 
some 12 ft. (3-6 m.) wide and 16 ft. (4:8 m.) tall. | 

On downstream the passage skirts the boulder pile of Fall Pot, 
enlarging suddenly into a tall rift, and after only a few yards a 
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small, keyhole passage enters on the right at floor level. This is 
Burgess’ Passage, and scaling two climbs here leads into Aardvark 
Country, a series of crawls one of which chokes, the other entering 
an inlet region with pitches down to water level and a large aven. 

Only a few paces on downstream lies the entrance to Wilf 
Taylor’s Passage — already described — and a similar distance 
brings one to the large slope up into Waterfall Passage at a sharp 
bend to the left. Ahead is a long straight passage with a steadily 
lowering roof, and deepening canal to the final downstream sump 
which has been dived unsuccessfully. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay; Lifeline 
Entrance 110 ft.(34 m.) Short Spreader 125 ft. (38 m.) 
Graveyard Gully Passage 

Ist 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 15ft. (4:5 m.) 40 ft. 12:2 m.) 
2nd 12 ft. (3°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 


Montagu South Passage 

25 ft. (7-6 m.) of scaling ladder or pole and electron ladder. 

Ist 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Bill Taylor’s Extension (Crater Passage) 

Ist 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 75. ft) (23 m;) 
Fall Pot 

A 60 ft. (18-3 m.) lifeline is useful for climb down to Master Cave. 
Burgess Passage and Aardvark Country 

At least 30 ft. (9:1 m.) of scaling gear is needed to enter, with 
sufficient ladders and lines to match. 

Ist 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 6ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
2nd 50 ft. (15 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 7 1t(23im.) 


EAST OF FALL POT 


Upstream section of the Master Cave 

Continuing upstream from the foot of Fall Pot the passage 
is a high rift with several boulder obstacles to where the way 
narrows and a series of deep pools and small chutes are encoun- 
tered. Eventually more breakdown is reached and the passage 
swings left beneath the large collapse area of Stake Pot. A narrow 
passage entering on the right here is one way into the Stake Pot 
Inlets and the Stake Pot Series (E.P.C. ’71 Series) — whilst 
another route can be followed from the high level route of 
Montagu East Passage. The inlet passage can be followed to a 
squeeze and a crawl which emerges in a large chamber containing 
four avens. To the left another crawl enters a further chamber with 
a high level route through dangerous boulders to near Bob’s Boss 
on the upper route. 

On up the Master Cave from Stake Pot the roof lifts and there 
are some fine formations, until after about 300 yards (275m.) a 
large passage enters from the right up in the wall. An easy climb 
enters Breakdown Passage which although large initially, gradually 
closes down with piles of collapsed blocks littering the floor, to 
where the way on is completely choked. This passage should be 
treated with caution as the roof appears in danger of imminent 
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collapse. Beyond the entrance to this passa e the main way on 

be followed through boulders to Oxhay Cote: a nee ee 

on the left, to end not far beyond in a complete choke where the 

passage decreases in size. 

Maracaibo 

Explored 1973, R.R.C.P.C. 

Length, 2,500 ft. (763 m.) — included in Lancaster Hole total. 
Various entrances downstream of the oxbow at Oxbow Corner 

lead to a fairly narrow inlet passage. Lengthy walking and crawling 

along a well decorated streamway degenerates into a more restricted 

section where the widest level must be sought. Any passing body 

wreaks havoc amongst delicate formations and regular visiting can 

only result in their destruction. Passage ends in chokes under Ease 

Gill. Crystal pool in side passage is particularly liable to damage 

and must not be crossed since passage ends just beyond. 


Montagu East Passage and the high level route to Stop Pot 

From the bottom of the fixed ladders at Fall Pot a steep boulder 
slope leads up to the continuation of Montagu Passage, here a fine 
wide passage with a mud floor. Holes in the floor should be 
avoided, and soon the gaping hole of Stake Pot is reached. A fixed 
ladder leads down onto a boulder bridge, from where a steep slope 
leads down into the Master Cave below, and a climb up the 
opposite side leads into the continuation of the upper route. Again 
the way on is large with many formations to where a short iron 
ladder at Bob’s Boss marks the way on. The floor gives way to 
boulders and the passage narrows in to the Painter’s Palette, 
beyond which the twin holes of Scylla and Charybdis are soon 
reached. The traverse round these should be treated with care as 
they drop direct into the Master Cave far below. 

Ahead, the boulder floor causes confusion until the top of a 
steep boulder slope on the left is encountered. This leads down 
to the Master Cave at Oxbow Corner, whilst the way on lies in a 
crawl over mudbanks along the right wall. A sharp turn to the 
left after a small chamber leads to a larger chamber, and off to 
the right here is Diamond Hall, a large passage which soon ends in 
a tight crawl and choke. The main way on enlarges dramatically 
at Oakes Cavern, and stops as abruptly at the start of the Minarets 
— a series of parallel fissures linked by short crawls. At the far 
end a climb round a tremendous fallen block reveals the huge 
Cornes Cavern stretching away into the distance. A central gully 
can be followed through this, with banks of mud and boulders 
sloping up to the walls. Tucked away behind a large block against 
the right wall is the start of the Mancunian Way leading into the 
Ease Gill Caverns at Molluscan Hall. 

Cornes Cavern narrows in somewhat and then enlarges when 
Snail Cavern is entered. To the right here is the way down into 
Lower Snail Cavern, whilst a few feet further on lies Main Line 
Passage which provides an alternative route to Main Line Ter- 
minus, usually reached by following the large open passage to 
where it splits into four separate passages, one being the other end 
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of Main Line Passage. Straight ahead leads through a crawl to 
enlarge again, and end in Carrot Chamber, whilst the other passage 
on the right is a winding fissure terminating in a choke. The large 
passage on the left leads over fallen blocks for a short distance to 
the top of Stop Pot, where a fixed ladder drops to the steep 
boulder slope down into the Main Drain, and the vast ramifications 
of the Ease Gill Caverns. 

The whole of this high level route should be treated with respect 
as parts of it are, confusing, as well as the more obvious dangers 
of the holes down to the Master Cave, slippery mud slopes and 
loose boulder piles. 


STAKE POT SERIES AND INLETS 


Stake Pot Series Grade III—IV 
(E.P.C. ’71 Series) 
Explored 1971, E.P.C. Length 23 miles (4-3 km.) — included in 
Lancaster Hole total. 
WARNING — When the stream is running in Lower Ease Gill 
all the passages below the 88 ft. (26:8 m.) pitch flood to the roof. 

Follow the right wall of Stake Pot towards Ease Gill and take 
an irregular arched passage to a pit at Streamway Junction. Down 
the pit the passage is choked by stal upstream but straight ahead 
is a climb over a flake in a fissure and long joint passage to Thirsty 
Junction. Left is the streammway which soon terminates in Razor 
Aven but to the right is a roomy, sandy passage which splits into 
three branches. Only the right branch “goes’’ as a short draughty 
crawl to Canuck Climb which requires combined tactics to scale. 
A fixed ladder is in position at present. 
Equinox Hall 

To NW the passage rises over calcited boulders and is too low 
100 ft. (30-5 m.) forward. In opposite direction crawl upwards into 
square chamber and wide sandy crawl. Down to the right a gothic 
crawl ends in a tight fissure and oral connection with Canuck 
Climb. Crawling left over sand into wide passage to Bridge 
Chamber. Decorated aven on right just before steep ravine in 
floor, which may be bypassed via a crawl. Continuation soon leads 
to a dribbly climb down into large passage. Further climb down 
boulders into chamber and the Subway — 400 ft. (122 m.) of small 
streamway to a choked sink. Below dribbly climb a large dry 
tunnel is Brew Chamber. Its continuation closes in to a 
crawl and final wriggle into Equinox Hall — a massive low 
chamber with a roof aven. Exit crawls soon choke. : 
Long Gallery and Mortuary Passage 

In Brew Chamber a low bedding plane under the W wall leads into 
a small cavern and an oral connection with Equinox Hall. Near 
this bedding plane is a manhole and chute into The Long Gallery 
which has loose passages at two levels at its S end. Various holes . 
in the floor communicate with a streamway, which is best reached 
by sliding behind a boulder at the N end of Long Gallery. 
Upstream is easy to traverse to tributary straight ahead where © 
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cascades rise to base of Archway Aven. Main passage continues 
as interesting traverse followed by easy walk until mud wall 
blocks stream. Climb into high level with small pot back into 
water, which emerges from the Mucky Ducks. A low wet passage 
develops into a rift and ends after 500 ft. (153 m.) in an aven. The 
high level at the Mucky Ducks continues as the gothic: crawl of 
Mortuary Passage. Beyond a tortuous crawl is a climb up a boulder 
choked rift into another large aven. 


Maple Leaf Junction and Ramsden’s Crawl 

Downstream below Long Gallery are shattered chambers and 
two routes unite in Rat Pit Chamber. Crawl past formation and 
traverse forward to head of 88 ft. (26-8m.) pitch. To the right 
at same level is an abandoned passage with stal masses until a 
short crawl expands at Maple Leaf Junction. The obvious way to 
the right is a crawl up into a wide passage and a high chamber 
with a roof inlet which chokes under Equinox Hall. The main 
crawl continues flat out as Ramsden’s Crawl through pools of 
water for 600 ft. (183 m.) to the junction with Far Pinnacle Stream- 
way. Upstream the impressive passage quickly lowers to a sump 
after 400 ft. (122 m.) and downstream are small drops into a’ high 
rift cavern. Pinnacle Pot drops to a static sump but a narrow slot 
and two 20ft. (6-1m.) climbs emerge at Sausage Junction in 
Wormway. 


Cape Kennedy and Maple Leaf Passage 

_ At Maple Leaf Jynction a muddy crawl to the left passes 
crystal pool (care!) td a roomy passage with choked deep pit to 
the right into Maple Leaf Aven. Narrow upward slit emerges in 
Cape Kennedy and Fire Hydrant Chamber with fine formations. 
Crawl beyond Fire Hydrant terminates in the 30 ft (9-1 m.) high 
Redhead Aven. To the left Maple Leaf Passage opens out above 
a déep stream trench with a 70 ft. (21-4 m.) pitch down Maple 
Leaf Aven into Cellar Passage. Inlet on right brings in trickle 
from Redhead Passage. Up main stream is a fine high level route 
above the trench for 500 ft. (153 m.) until the large tube silts up. 
Smaller inlet passage may be followed past climb. At collapse aven 
climb up 20 ft. (6-1 m.) into a large tunnel 150 ft. (45:8 m.) long and 
choked at each end. The way upstream, or an alternative high 
lével crawl from the tunnel, unite in an aven. Above a 30 ft. 


(9:1 m.) waterfall is a narrow streamway to a Series of cascades and 
a 40 ft. (12:2 m.) aven. 


The Lower Stream Passages f ; ; 

Belay ladder for 88 ft. (26:8 m.) pitch to bolt in roof. Fine climb 
landing in pool. Under wall of high chamber low crawl meets 
Cellar Passage with 70 ft. (21:4 m.) aven and tortuous inlet up- 
~ stream. Downstream is easy going for 700 ft. (214 m.) until Worm- 
way enters straight ahead. Combined streams flow right into 
sump. Up Wormway is the inlet rift at Sausage Junction and 
beyond the passage first lowers then gains height. Dry oxbow 
bypasses sump and at the next junction The Grind is to the left. 
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Wormway continues past short choked inlets to the left until it 
terminates in the towering Echo Aven, climbed for 80 ft. (24:4 m.). 

Up The Grind crawl under barriers on right into Zeppelin Aven. 
Muddy tube develops into tight meandering rift until Letterbox 
Junction is reached. Main passage ends in boulder choke 170 ft. 
(51:9 m.) forward. Letterbox squeeze into clean tubular crawl past 
oxbow junction. Left Passage soon becomes too low but larger 
crawl to right. After 200ft. (61m.) pools appear and 500 ft. 
(153 m.) forward exploration is terminated by a sump. 


Tackle 

Pitch, Ladder Belay Lifeline 

88 ft. Pitch 90 ft. (27-4m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
Pinnacle Pot 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
Maple Leaf Rift 60 ft.(18-3m.) 15 ft. (4-5 m.) 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 


The Magic Roundabout Grade IIJ—IV 
(Stake Pot Inlets) 

Explored 1973,C.P.C. Length 1,800 ft. (549m.) — included in 
Lancaster Hole total. 

Proceeding up the master cave from Stake Pot the first inlet 
on the right leads to Stake Pot Series and the second passes under 
Bob’s Boss (chain in place) to an aven. Two 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climbs 
separated by a squeeze, bypass the aven, which can be laddered 
for larger cavers. Ahead is Brass Monkey Passage with 300 ft. 
(91:5 m.) of wet going and cascades to Aquarius Pot and a passage 
on a ledge which is a fossil series dropping back into Brass Monkey 
Passage. Bolt route of 75ft. (23 m.) up wet shaft to more walking 
passage and another aven. 35 ft. (10°6 m.) above is a roof passage 
running towards Razor Aven (Stake Pot Series) as the beautiful 
Pristine Way (care!) which ends in a calcite choke. In the opposite 
direction the Old Kent Road terminates in abandoned inlets and 
a complex of climbs leading to a wall.slot opening out dramatically 
over Arson Shaft. Passage at 135 ft. (41 m.) level connects with the 
Lancaster High Level Route whilst at the bottom is a series of 


muddy tunnels linking Bob’s Boss with the master cave at Stake) - 
Pot. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

First Aven 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 8 ft. (2-4 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Aquarius 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 
Third Aven 40 ft.(12:2m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
Arson Shaft 180 ft.(55m.) 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 


200 ft. (61 m.) 
Permission C.N.C.C. 


LECK BECK HEAD NGR SD. 660800 Grade I 
Alt. 700 ft. (213 m.) Lengths 35 ft. (10-6 m.) and 75 ft. (23 m.) 

The rising for all the major caves between Aygill and Ireby 
Fell. Situated in a small side valley to the N of the main Ease 
Gill, there is no passable cave at the point of resurgence, but a 
few yards further up the same side valley at the foot of a small 
scar, are two obvious entrances. That to the left is the smaller of 
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the two caves although it has the larger entrance. A short slope 
down leads into a wide chamber with a silt bank along the left 
wall. Quickly the passage closes down, and after a step up over 
boulders, chokes completely. Just before this point an impossibly 
tight slot down to water can be observed in the left wall. 

The other cave to the right is again entered via a slope down 
over boulders to reach a long chamber with the floor completely 
covered by a pool. Almost opposite the point of entry is a narrow 
passage which can only be followed for a few feet before becoming 
too tight — at times this passage is a complete sump. To the right 
of the entrance is blind, whilst to the left quickly ends in a sump. 
This has been dived, and after 20 ft. (6:1m.) emerges in a rift 
with a usable air-space for 25 ft. (7-6m.), after which it sumps 
again. This too has been dived and was found to be 10 ft. (3 m.) 
deep, ending after 35ft. (10°6m.) in a badly choked bedding 
passage. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. ~ 


LOWER KIRK CAVES NGR SD. 660799 Grade I 

Alt. 760 ft. (232 m.) 

Three small caves all situated by the Lower Ease Gill Kirk. 

1. Length 20 ft. (6:1 m.) Large open rift in right bank below Kirk 
can be followed to where way on is too narrow. 

2. Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) Reached by a climb up on left bank is 
a straight passage, obviously of phreatic origin. The walls are 
covered in a powdery stalagmite deposit, and the way on 
terminates at a choke. 

3. Length 25 ft. (7-6 m.) Obvious opening in left bank at foot of 
waterfall leads into a chamber. To the right pinches out, but 
to the left an easy climb up a series of steps leads out to an 
upper entrance above the fall. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


MERLIN HOLE NGR SD. 668802 Grade II 
Alt. 975 ft. (298 m.) Depth 35 ft (10-6 m.) P 

In large gully up on left bank of Ease Gill downstream of 
Hairy Fissure. Narrow rift on left to pitch into a small chamber 


and pool. 

Tackle 7 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


MISTRAL HOLE NGR SD. 667803 Grade IV 
Alt. 875 ft. (226m.) Length 60 ft. (18-3 m.) Depth 35 ft. (10-6 m.) 


Explored 1974, U.L.S.A. ; 
WARNING—For slim cavers only. On reversing the crux moves are 


different to those on the inward trip. 
Prominent covered pit under cliff set back from Ease Gill. May 
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be climbed with care to a hole into a cross passage. Right is 
choked but left is a tortuous passage with an awkward bend and 
three interesting squeezes. Emerges above the 12 ft. (3-6 m.) climb 
beyond the Hobbit in Pippikin Pot. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


NEW CAVE. NGR SD. 676806 Grade II 
Alt. 1,070 ft. (327 m.) Length 150 ft. (45 m.) 

Explored 1972, R.R.C.P.C. 

WARNING—Liable to severe flooding in wet weather. 

Low bedding entrance in right bank immediately downstream 
of Slit Sinks, and some 200ft. (61m.) down-valley from the 
obvious entrance to The Borehole in the left bank. A low crawl 
for 30 ft. (9:1 m.) reaches the head of a short pitch, below which 
a tight squeeze leads to a short length of canal passage which 
quickly chokes. From the head of the pitch a climb up leads into 
a dry, meandering canyon passage to top of another short pitch. 
At the foot is a small chamber with two small inlet passages 
entering, and the outlet passage can be followed in a twisting 
fissure passage until choked with sand. This possibly connects 
with the upper end of Wretched Rabbit Passage. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Either Shaft 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 

NIPPIKIN POT NGR SD. 667801 Grade Til 


Alt. 1,060 ft. (322m.) Depth 180 ft. (55 m.) 
Explored 1929, G.C. 

Large open shaft 150 yards (137 m.) N of boundary wall running 
down fell from Leck Fell House, and at end of shallow valley. : 
The open shaft is 60 ft. (18:3 m.) deep, and is completely choked. 
However, from a shelf situated 10 ft (3 m.) below the fence at the 
SE side of the pot a tight opening gives onto a 70 ft. (21-4m.) 
pitch which quickly bells out into a large shaft. At the foot a slope 
to the SW runs back up to the underside of the choke in the 
open pot, whilst to one side a climb up into a large washed out 
shale bed leads to a crawl to a junction with a small inlet passage 
entering on the right. By dropping down into the stream channel 
it can be followed down to a boulder bridge, and the top of the 
second pitch of 47 ft. (143 m.). 

The foot of the pitch is a small chamber with a very restricted 
opening at the far side leading directly to the third pitch of 
33 ft. (10 m.). Returning through, this is awkward, and at times is 
very wet. The chamber at the foot,is about 17 ft. (5:1 m.) long and 
6 ft. (1:8 m.) wide, the outlet being & narrow fissure some 5 inches, 
(125 mm.) wide. By traversing at the fop of the third pitch ladder 
it is possible to enter a cross rift, and a 10 ft. (3 m.) climb up and 
short crawl reaches the head of a 35 ft. (10:6 m.) rift pitch into the 
continuation of the narow fissure. There is no passable way on 
from the foot. 
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Tackle = 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Open Pot 35 ft.(10°6m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Ist 70 ft. (21-4m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 90 ft. (27:5 m.) 
2nd 50 ft. (15-3 m.) Long Sling 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 
3rd 35 ft.(10°6 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


OWL HOLE NGR SD. 671804 Grade II 

Alt. 975 ft. (298 m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 
Entrance 150 yd. (137m.) downstream of Howsgill Sink in 

boulders at foot of bank 15 yd. (13-7 m.) from beck. Pitch in rift 

to short tight crawl into small chamber with boulder floor. 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Entrance 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 5 ft. (1:5 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


OXFORD CAVES NGR SD. 675805 Grade II 

Alt. 1,100 ft. (335 m.) 

- Series of caves associated with the tributary gill opposite Oxford 

ot. 

1. Length 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Resurgence cave where rapids rise to a low sharp crawl. 

' 2. Length 150 ft. (46 m.) 
Below prominent scar in bedded limestone. Wriggle into 
wider passage where stream sinks in floor. Upstream is a 
pleasant crawl to a series of impassable or choked inlets 
beneath the surface stream bed. 

3. Length 70ft. (21-4m.) Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
Covered entrance manhole is up the gill on the right. Climb 
down and “T”’ section passage lead to a chamber and further 
twisting passage which develops into a tortuous traverse. 

Permission, C,N.C.C. 


OXFORD POT NGR SD. 675805 Grade I 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320 m.) Length included in Ease Gill Caverns total. 
Explored 1947, B.S.A. 

On right bank of Ease Gill only a few feet down-valley from the 
lidded entrance to County Pot, beneath large boulders. A short 
drop leads directly onto a 50 ft. (15:3 m.) pitch, below which a 
low wet crawl leads into a larger passage descending small cascades 
to a climbable 10 ft. (3 _m.) pitch. At the foot is a junction with a 
small inlet, and the continuing passage is the tortuous, twisting 
“Snake”. Sideways shuffling and occasional crawling eventually 
leads to an enlargement and a junction with a large passage 
entering on the left. This point is Confusion Corner of the near 
series of the Ease Gill Caverns. 
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At present the top of the entrance pitch is blocked by collapse 
of the unstable boulders, although it is possible to enter the shaft 
part way down via a tight passage a few feet from the bottom of 
the entrance climb to County Pot. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


PEGLEG POT NGR SD. 663802 Grade III 
(Lower Ease Gill Pot) ' 

Alt. 850 ft. (259 m.) Length 2,600 ft. (790 m.) 

Depth 140 ft. (43 m.) 

Explored 1958, N.P.C. 

ye ere entrance and lower passages are very flood 
iable. 

The pot is located within a massive rampart of boulders and 
scaffolding 100 yds. (91-5 m.) upstream of Upper Ease Gill Kirk. 
Drop through boulders into a clean passage and drainpipe crawl 
to a roomy tube choked at both ends. The outlet, through a pool, 
leads to a fine 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climb into the second chamber and 
exit around an undercut block into a fine passage under two avens 
with short inlet crawls. Down through pools to 68 ft. (21 m.) pitch 
into.a high but narrow rift. Stream flows over shingle into a deep 
pool with diminishing fissure airspace. Upstream a succession of 
dry climbs rejoins the water which emerges from a canal. 

A traverse at the top of the 68 ft. (21 m.) pitch enters a roof 
passage to a 22 ft. (6:7 m.) pitch. Above this on the right is a small 
trench to an alternative 78 ft. (24m.) pitch into the downstream 
rift and a high level passage which soon chokes. A climb down 
below the 22 ft. (6:7 m.) pitch is difficult to reverse and lands in a 
blind muddy chamber. Above the climb a series of crawls unite 
and suddenly emerge in Surprise Hall, a flat-roofed cavern 80 ft. . 
(24-4m.) by 60 ft. (18:3 m.) and 30 ft. (9:1m.) high. At far side 
of the hall the floor shelves into a massive trench but a choked 
pool soon terminates the right branch. A muddy passage in the 
roof of Surprise Hall has floor slots communicating with the right 
branch and ends in two choked inlets. 

The left branch of the trench continues above a great slab as 
the impressive Pennine Way to a side passage up on the left and a 
13 ft. (4m.) pitch into a gravel-floored chamber. The Pennine Way 
lowers to a boulder choke and a low bedding plane to the right to 
a climb down a chimney with a-chute into a tiny chamber. 

A small exit at floor level is the Mud Tube Crawl towards the 
enticing sound of running water. Straight ahead a mud slope 
plunges into a static sump with a greasy, mud-choked inlet but 
the Reverse Streamway is gained by turning right. The water falls 
into a sump and upstream soon enlarges to walking size. Above 
the first cascades is a side passage on the left but it chokes with 
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mud and ancient calcite after 30 ft. (91 m.) A wide pool marks 
the start of the second series of cascades up to a short crawl out 
into the large Mystery Passage, which. lowérs to a flat crawl just 
before a high chamber choked by calcite and boulders. The only 
way forward is a meandering canyon to a junction. Right soon 
ends in a draughting blockfall but left is more extensive and is 
eres at roof level. Eventually it splits and both branches become 
tight. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Rift 70 ft.(21-4m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30:5 m.) 
22 Tt: 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 3 ft. (0-9 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
der tts 15 ft. (4:6 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


PETERSON POT NGR SD. 667799 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,090 ft. (332m.) Length 380 ft. (116 m.) 

Depth 130 ft. (40 m.) 

Explored 1929, G.C.; extended 1969, H.W.C.P.C. 


WARNING—Very tortuous in parts. Think of the return journey. 


Entrance is 100 ft. (30-5 m.) S of Smokey Hole. Scramble down 
to the first pitch onto a scree slope and the second pitch with a 
choked crawl in the floor. On right is a small tube in a shale bed 
(Roly Poly Passage). This awkward crawl continues to a narrows 
and sharp bends below an aven to an inlet. Upstream is another 
aven but downstream at floor level becomes too tight. A roof crawl 
continues to a narrow rift and sudden exit above a 6ft. (1:8 m.) 
climb. The third, fourth and fifth pitches follow in rapid succession 
and the stream runs into an impenetrable crack. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 14 ft. (4:3 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
2nd, 13 ft. (4 m.) 4 ft. (1:2 m.) AO ft. (12:2 m.) 
3rd 28 ft. (8-5 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
4th 12 ft. (3°7 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
5th 19 ft. (5:8 m.) — — 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 


PICKWICK POT NGR SD. 678808 Grade I 
Alt. 1,120 ft. (335 m.) Length 35 ft.(10-7m.) Depth 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 


Explored 1956, P.P.S.G. 
About 100 ft. (30:5 m.) SW of Boundary Pot eyehole. Bouldery 


rift covered by rusty wire. Climb down sharp rock into chamber 
and narrow passage to an inlet waterfall. Downstream a low 
passage chokes beneath the entrance chamber. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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PIPPIKIN POT NGR SD. 667800 Grade IV—V 
Alt. 1,070 ft. (326 m.) Length 4 miles (6-4 km.) 

Depth 370 ft. (112-9 m.) 

First descended 1929, G.C. Main explorations 1970, H.W.C.P.C. 


WARNING—Entrance series is narrow and strenuous. Keep the 
return journey in mind. 

A superb complex system, hydrologically linked with Lancaster 
Hole. Walk from Bull Pot Farm, or call at Leck Fell House, and 
follow wall down into allotment above Ease Gill. Pippikin is found 
by locating a shallow valley carrying the stream which enters the 
cave. 


Entrance Series 

Dry opening at sink drops quickly to first pitch into roomy 
chamber. Exit in low bedding plane crawl to the top of Cellar Pot, 
a broken ladder climb succeeded by a 7 ft. (2:1 m.) drop into the 
stream of Cellar Passage. The water sinks into a joint and low 
bedding plane but upstream is the East Chamber 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
long, 8 ft. (2-4 m.) wide and 40 ft. (12:2 m.) high with a complex of 
active and abandoned inlets. 

Traverse across Cellar Pot (care!) to a shelf and short constricted” 
tube to an awkward 7 ft. (2:1 m.) drop. A window drops into a rift 
with two constrictions before a 15-ft. (4:5 m.) pitch and below is a 
cross rift trending towards E Chamber. Beyond a further constric- 
tion is the shale bed above the 3rd pitch. A passage continues in 
the shale bed to a small blind rift and tight passage. Belay 3rd 
pitch to bolt and wriggle forward from base of ladder to an 
interesting 18 ft. (5-4 m.) rift climb where a rope is useful. Immed- 
iately following is the 4th pitch and the junction with the stream- 
way. The 5th pitch is short and damp leading to a stooping passage 
and an awkward 5 ft. (1:5 m.) climb into a pool—great fun on the 
return! All but midgets are advised to traverse the next 150 ft. 
(45:8m.) until a high level passage enters a high chamber with 
formations. A scramble: over and under calcited blocks emerges 
above the 6th pitch back into the stream through the roof of a 
chamber. A boulder strewn passage is an oxbow and a similar 
feature downstream intersects the Ratbag Inlet. 

Now the streamway is an easy walk with occasional formations 
and odd interesting roof passages—one providing a link with Leck 
Fell Lane. Eventually the water runs into a boulder choke beneath 
the Hall of the Ten. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 12 ft (3:6 m.) 60 ft. (18-3 m.) 
2nd 16 ft. (4:8 m.) 2 ft. (0°6 m.) 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
3rd 50 ft. (15:3 m.) Spreader 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 
Rope 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
4th 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 2 ft. (0°6 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
5th 10 ft. (3 m.) 2 ft. (0°6 m.) 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 
6th 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Cellar 40 ft.(12:2m.) 4 ft. (1-2 m.) 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 
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Ratbag Series 

Ratbag Inlet provides easy going at first. Features of interest are 
an aven on the right, a short inlet to another aven on the left and 
fissures choked by cobbles again on the left. The main passage 
lowers slightly at the next junction, the most uninviting passage 
being straight ahead. This is Surveyors Dog Inlet which soon sub- 
divides. The right branch quickly closes in but the left provides 
500 ft. (153 m.) of low crawl which has not been forced to any 
conclusion. 

The Ratbag Inlet continues in easy style past fine formations 
(care!) to a squeeze over a huge stal. blockage. Traversing and 
walking forward to a deep pool and 5 ft. (1:5m.) climb into the 
low crawl to Golden Wonder Aven. Scaling or prussiking tackle 
needed for 26 ft. (7-9m.) ascent into short passage emerging at 
base of Andromeda Aven—as yet unscaled. 


Hall of the Ten-—Gour Hall 

Crawl forward and upward in Pippikin streamway choke to 
enter the Hall of the Ten—a massive passage 60 ft. (18:3 m.) high 
and wide. Ascend the S slope to silt balcony and junction of 
tunnels. The left route descends into the Hall of the Mountain 
King (floor connection with Leck Fell Lane) where Wellington 
Traverse gains the high level passages of Gothic Series and Hall of 
the Damned with its remnant fill and avens. To the right beneath 
an inlet the tunnel opens out into a wide chamber with fine 
stalagmites. At the far end is a silted link with Gothic Series and 
a crawl above a complex pot in the floor leads to a slot down to 
the Lower Streamway. The main route continues wide and low 
to the vastness of Cross Hall where aven inlets sink into a mass of 
boulders. A bolting route only leads to a small roof chamber. The 
tunnel beyond soon breaks out into a_rift which ascends into 
Gour Hall—a massive chamber floored by a dome of fine gour pools 
(care!). This floor descends rapidly into a small antechamber and 
a stal. choke. 


Lower Streamway 

Crawl forward in the Pippikin streamway choke under the Hall 
of the Ten into the continuation of the stream passage. A fine 
tunnel eventually lowers to a wet section before the water sinks 
and a dry 7th pitch and 15 ft. (4:5 m.) climb drop into Waterfall 
Chamber where the stream sumps. The waterfall has been climbed 
via two pitches to an impassable bedding plane near the sink in 
Leck Fell Lane and a low wet inlet on the left may be forced for 


300 ft. (91:5 m.) 


Tackle ae 
Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
7th 40 ft. (12°2m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 100 ft. (30-5 m.) 


Dusty Junct.—Red Wall Chamber 

Take N slope out of Hall of the Ten and proceed along sandy 
tunnels to Dusty Junct. where three ways diverge. Left is the way 
to the Hobbit, straight ahead is a wide but silted bedding cave and 
right descends into a crater chamber. Across the crater is a wide 
passage and climb over blocks to the top of Red Wall Chamber. 
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From here a scramble up and “U” section crawl leads into White 
Wall Chamber. 

Back at the crater Dickeries Inlet is reached by descending a 
hole next to the obvious pit. Downstream the passage drops to a 
choke, bypassed by a hole in the roof. The water runs into a dismal 
canal with diminishing airspace. Upstream easy going lowers to a 
crawl and a junction where the arched passage straight ahead soon 
sumps. The inlet crawl continues past a high joint to Dropout Aven 
where a climb reveals 60 ft. (18-3 m.) of passage to a choke. Below, 
the crawl has been forced another 200 ft. (61 m.) to a tight sump. 

Intercounty Passage starts in the roof of the Pippikin streamway 
just before the boulder choke. The crawl drops into a streamway 
which may be followed down to the choke under the Hall of the 
Ten. Good going upstream to tributary terminating in an aven and 
200 ft. (61. m.) beyond this is another aven through a window on 
the left. Now the way forward is a crawl to a high fissure and a 
further crawl to the bottom of Red Wall Chamber. Those wishing to 
complete the round must continue the crawl to an oxbow and aven 
rising into White Wall Chamber. A final waterlogged tube emerges 
between the first two inlets in Ratbag. 


The Hobbit . 

The left passage at Dusty Junct. drops into a muddy crawl finally 
relenting at an aven. 20 ft. (6:1 _m.) above at this point is Dinner- 
time Series, 500 ft. (153 m.) of high level passages and chambers 
which are close to The Crumbles in Lower Ease Gill. 

Ascending a slope in the next chamber N leads to the Hobbit— 
a flat roofed cavern. A crawl at the back breaks out into a shattered 
rift where a 12 ft. (3-6 m.) drop is the way into 200 ft. (61 m.) of 
passage and low crawls to a sump. To right is route up through 
unstable choke and down into 100 ft. (30:5m.) of large passage 
(The Frontier) to a choke. Back in the lowest tunnel a crawl over 
eroded calcite passes through a chamber to a three way junction. To 
the right a trickle emerges from an aven with a complex of passages 
in the roof. This trickle may be followed into a muddy crawl 
which becomes impassable beyond a chamber. The way forward is 
back to the left into Canyon Streamway which is 400 ft. (122 m.) 
of walking to a sump. 50 ft. (15:3 m.) before the sump is a crawl 
over blocks into an aven chamber succeeded by a larger passage to 
further avens until it intersects the Far Streamway rising from a 
wet bedding. 

The Streamway is large and blockstrewn for 400 ft. (122 m.); the 
water sinks amongst boulders. Above the final choke is a climb into 
a roof chamber, whilst a passage to the left ends in a stal. choke. 
From the Jatter passage a crawl ends in a series of rift climbs. 
Leck Fell Lane and Cigalére 

Climb into roof 100 ft. (30:5 m.) before Pippikin streamway choke 
and crawl along muddy passuge to emerge in roof of the canyon 
passage of Leck Fell Lane. Upstream is an abrupt choke but a climb 
on the right leads to a bedding plane crawl, aven and fine rift 
passage of Misty Mountain Series. 300 ft. (91:5 m.) before the ter- 
mination of the passage a series of fine climbs enters avens floored 
by flowstone. 
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Down Leck Fell Lane the Cigalére enters as a noisy cascade and 
flows into a choke beneath a way upwards into the impressive 
gloom of the Hall of the Mountain King. The Cigalére begins as a 
series of refreshing cascades and potholes to rapids and a rough 
crawl. Suddenly the floor drops into a deep canal, beyond which 
lies the atmospheric Grand Cascade. The 60 ft. (18-3 m.) waterfall 
is best scaled as two sections (pole required). The succeeding 
passage is again well supplied with rushing water. To the left 500 ft. 
(153 m.) of well decorated dry passage with a loose. traverse ends in 
a flowstone blockage. Straight ahead is a superb little climb into a 
gothic streamway for 600 ft. (183 m.) to a chamber and further 
waterfalls. At a fine rift chamber the stream splits; part falling from 
a low bedding plane high up and the rest spilling out from a shelf. 
The latter may be followed, through a decorated chamber and 
cascades, into a rocky crawl. After a long oxbow the streamway 
gradually diminishes in size as it splits into smaller passages. 
Permission C.N.C.C. 


POOL SINK NGR SD. 677807 Grade III 
Alt. 1,090 ft. (332 m.) 

Length included in Ease Gill Caverns total. 

Explored 1956, P.P.S.G. 

An entertaining direct route into the far reaches of Ease Gill 
Caverns. Entrance is a small opening in right bank of gill on rock 
shelf beside deep pool, 45 yards (43 m.) upstream from The Bore- 
‘hole entrance in opposite bank. A tight crawl leads round two 
acute bends to where the passage enlarges, and the head of the 
first pitch is reached. From foot a further short drop leads into a 
stream passage flowing from right to left. Upstream is an easy walk 
to a junction, the way to the right continuing as a high rift passage 
to terminate shortly in a choke, whilst the other way is a high 
meandering canyon passage which eventually emerges in Magpie 
Grotto. A short side passage here ends in a waterfall. 

Downstream from the foot of the pitch continues in a large 
passage, Upper “T” Piece Passage, to the 2nd pitch which can be 
by-passed by climbing into oxbow and a careful descent to the 
stream below pitch. The next pitch is only a short distance on 
downstream, and usually very wet. The 4th pitch follows almost 
immediately with a useful flake belay to keep ladder out of line of 
water. A high level traverse, very exposed in places leads to a climb 
down to the stream again thus by-passing the pitch, but this is best 
avoided, At the bottom a, steeply descending streamway with 
numerous cascades leads to Jacob’s Ladder, a spiral climb down 
which requires care, and aftér a further 8 ft. (2:4 m.) cascade the 
passage levels out into Lower “‘T” Piece Passage. 

Easy walking, with occasional scrambling over boulders reaches a 
junction with a large passage, Green and Smelly Passage in a 
rather complex area. Turning left here soon brings one to a choke, 
with the crawl connection to the Borehole dropping down and 
under the left wall, whilst just before this point is reached a passage 
leads off to.the right into the start of Spiral Staircase Passage, a.long 
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narrow streamway which eventually ends in a choke. Downstream 
from the junction with Green and Smelly Passage continues in a 
most impressive passage with a large upper level, and a.deep stream 
canyon. Finally, the passage enlarges and the stream leaves via a 
passage on the left to enter the Ease Gill main drain a short 
distance downstream from Holbeck Junction, whilst a dry 
abandoned level continues to a further junction. The narrow 
passage off to the left can be followed to emerge at the head of a 
climb down into the impressive high level Straw Chamber, and the 
ai route continues to reach Holbeck. Junction after a few yards. 
ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 5) ft. C1678 m:.)9 > 20. ft.(6-1 1m.) 75. tt (23m) 
2nd 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
3rd 20 ft.(6-1m.) Sling 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Ath 30 ft.(9-1m.) Sling 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 


The by-pass routes to the 2nd and 4th pitches are both best tackled 
with a lifeline. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


ROSY SINK NGR SD. 675805 Grade II 
(Slaughterhouse Drain) 

Alt. 1,045 ft. (319m.) Length 150 ft. (45 m.) 

Explored 1951, N.P.C. & R.R.C.P.C. 

A low bedding entrance at foot of scar on right bank of gill a 
few yards downstream from County Pot. Crawl gradually enlarges 
where trench cuts down in floor, and meandering passage can be 
followed to a 20 ft. (6:1 m.) pitch, or awkward climb down just 
upstream of short pitch in County Pot. The entrance is blocked at 
present by rocks and flood debris. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist ?0 ft. (6°1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 

ROWAN TREE RIFT NGR SD. 678807 Grade II 


Alt. 1,094 ft. (333-5 m.) Length 55 ft. (16:8 m.) 
Explored 1956, P.P.S.G 

Prominent rift in scar by Ease Gill Beck. Letterbox entry shaft 
to tight section and easy going to the Keyhole and wide passage. 
After a few feet debris reaches nearly to roof directly over boulder 
choke in Upper “T” Piece Passage of Pool Sink. Blocked at present. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


SECOND BEST HOLE NGR SD. 676806 Grade II 
Alt. 1,090 ft. (332m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 

Small shallow cave above tributary waterfall just upstream of 
Best’s Hole. Enter from above into passage which quickly lowers to 
an impassable crawl. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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SHEEPFOLD CAVE NGR SD. 675806 Grade II 
(Ice Palace) 
Alt. 1,075 ft. (327-4m.) Length 130 ft. (39-6 m.) 

At back of prominent sheepfold upstream of Swindon Hole. Dry 
crawl to stream in a 4 ft. (1-2 m.) high passage and a junction. Right 
is sideways going for 60 ft. (18-3 m.) to a shingle choke. To the left 
the main inlet is an awkward struggle to a small waterfall where 
it is possible to emerge beneath a huge boulder at the sink. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


SLIT SINKS NGR SD. 676806 Grade III 
Alt. 1,070 ft. (327m.) Length 600 ft. (183 m.) 

Explored 1951, N.P.C. and R.R.C.P.C. 

WARNING—Extremely dangerous in wet weather as the gill totally 
floods the entrance. 

Entrances are in right bank 150 ft. (46 m.) downstream of The 
Borehole. Low crawl to small drop into the start of a narrow 
canyon. Tight sideways shuffle to a climbable 12 ft. (3:6 m.) pitch 
and two ways forward. At foot of climb the trench leads to another 
climb and a 30ft. (9:1m.) pitch into the same chamber as the 
Borehole pitch. 

Below the 12 ft. (3:6 m.) climb a crawl to the right meets a sep- 
arate streamway which can be followed up to a tight section near 
the Borehole sink. Downstream is another pitch onto a large ledge 
overlooking the Borehoie chamber once more. : 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist Oa tai2 2imi- ee 0 Gt. (loed m0.) eo Ott (1 5:80m.) 
Right Hand Route 

Ist 55 ff 7am) 25 ft. (7°6 m.) AOMtaZl my) 


2nd 20 ft. (6 m.) 12 ft. (4 m.) 30 ft. (9 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. ‘ 


SMOKEY HOLE WNGR SD. 667799 Grade II 
Alt. 1,090 ft. (332m.) Length 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 

Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Explored 1950, R.R.C.P.C. 

Deep shakehole in wall kink near Peterson Pot. Old route 
between entrance chamber and second chamber is blocked at 
present but may be bypassed by scaling 20 ft. (6:1 m.) into an eye- 
hole and pitch into second chamber. Choked rift in floor. 

Tackle : ae 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Ist 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 50 ft. (15-3 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. - Bi 


SWINDON HOLE NGR SD. 675805 Grade I 
Alt. 1,050 ft. (320m.) Length 350 ft. (106 m.) 
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Approximately midway between Corner Sink and County Pot is 
fissure entrance in right bank. A few feet of passage leads to step 
down into a bedding passage, and crawl through a pool. At far end 
of this a far larger passage is entered with a short inlet running off 
to the right. On downstream gradually enlarges, with a small cham- 
ber on the left, until eventually a complete choke is met. This point ° 
is very close to Upper Trident Series of Ease Gill Caverns. 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


TOP SINK NGR_ SD. 680811 Grade IV 
Alt. 1,145 ft. (349 m.) 

Length included in Ease Gill Caverns total. 

Explored 1952, N.P.C. : 

The furthest upstream entrance to the Ease Gill Caverns, situated 
in the right bank of the gill 220 ft. (67m.) up-valley from the 
sheepfold. A’ climb down leads into a tight passage which quickly 
reaches a junction with a short inlet on the left. From here the 
floor starts to cut down in a typical meandering canyon passage 
to the head of Walrus Pot. At the foot the passage doubles back 
underneath itself and continues as an awkward series of bends, 
hence the name “zr?” Passage. The passage finally starts to enlarge, 
and Penknife Pitch of 15 ft. (4:5 m.) is reached, at the bottom of 
which is a junction with Wisdom Tooth Passage entering from the 
left. This can be followed via a short climb up into a high, winding 
streamway which eventually chokes; two short inlets on the left 
rapidly becomes impassable. 

The combined waters at the foot of Penknife Pitch flow into the 
long, winding, hands and knees crawl of Bradshaw’s Passage which 
eventually emerges at the complex Limerick Junction; a series of © 
abandoned oxbows at various levels. If the upper level is followed 
for the last stretch of Bradshaw’s Passage two passages lead off to 
the left and both soon join at the start of the C.R.G. Extension, an 
old dry passage. Two climbs up lead into a high passage which 
requires traversing in places to a junction, with a climb down into a 
passage on the right. The other passage leads to a steep, loose 
boulder slope up into a sandy chamber from which a slit leads back 
and up a further slope to a low crawl. This emerges in Cobweb 
Chamber which has several choked inlets. Down the‘slimb another 
passage can be reached, which eventually leads to a choke, whilst 
a hole down leads into the very tight Booth-Eyre Crawl: 

From Limerick Junction two routes lead into Limerick Passage, 
and a traverse above the stream leads to a passage off on the right. 
This is Old Limerick Passage, and it can be followed along an 
abandoned route past several avens and chambers to a final crawl 
and choke somewhere in the vicinity of Nagasaki Cavern. On up- 
stream in Limerick Passage leads past several obstacles to choked 
inlets off on either side. 

Downstream from Limerick Junction in the main passage takes 
one on with the stream through a chamber with an 18 ft. (5-4 m.) 
pitch to a series of cascades to a complex collapse area, and an 
impassable bedding, At the upper level a traverse on loose material, 
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The Bridge of Sighs, leads to a narrow rift section which emerges 
dramatically at the tremendous Rock of Ages which one passes 
beneath. On downstream is the start of Nagasaki Cavern, and soon . 
twin holes in the floor are encountered. These lead down to the 
_ stream again, and from here it can be followed down into Far East 
Passage to a 10 ft. (3m.) pitch, and the junction with another 
passage on the left which can be followed a short distance to a 
boulder chamber and inlet which becomes tight above a waterfall. 
The stream entering here is that last seen at the end of Booth-Eyre 
Crawl. Upstream in Far East Passage a route has been forced 
through calcite squeezes to Limerick Junction. 
Continuing on along Nagasaki Cavern the route is a. series of 
climbs up and down over great heaps of collapse boulders in a 
very unstable area, to where the route funnels down into a smaller 
chamber at the far end of the Cavern. A large meandering passage. 
leads on, past two holes in the floor, to a short drop into a large 
unstable chamber, The Assembly Hall. Almost opposite the point of | 
entry into this chamber is the short climb up which leads into the 
beautiful Easter Grotto, from the far end of which a tight crawl 
runs to Gypsum Caverns, whilst a hole down through the boulder 
floor leads to a further climb down into the White Way, and 
Thackray’s Passage, which contains the main stream. 
The first part of this passage is a well decorated rift passage, but 
gradually the height decreases to a hands and knees crawl. At this 
point a crawl through a stalactite grill up a rock slope on the left is 
the only way on as the streamway is too low. A short section of 
larger passage leads back down to the stream, and a further stretch 
of easy going leads to Holbeck Junction. A climb up to the right 
here leads into the start of the large series of chambers comprising 
Gypsum Caverns, and it is possible to make a complete loop round 
in them. : 

Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

Walrus Pot 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 75 ite (2 o011,) 
Penknife Pitch 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Permission, C.N.C.C. 


WHITTLE HOLE NGR SD. 659799 Grade I 

Alt. 670 ft. (203-5 m.) Length 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
On left bank of Leck Beck 100 yds. (91-4m.) downstream of 

Leck Beck Head on limestone shelf. Short oxbow cave with a 

narrow active inlet. 

Permission, C.N.C.C. 


WITCHES CAVE NGR SD. 660799 Grade I 
Alt, 715 ft. (216m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) : 

Obvious Ate entrance in right bank of Ease Gill, below the 
Lower Kirk. In times of wet weather this normally dry entrance 
resurges large volumes of water. A clean washed passage, of stoop- 
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ing height, leads past several water-filled slots in the floor to a final 
pool and sump. This has been dived for 17 ft. (5:1 m.) to a further 
chamber, the floor of which is entirely covered by a deep pool. 
Diving here only revealed a number of tight slots with no apparent 
way on. This chamber can also be reached by scaling a 15 ft. (4:5 m.) 
climb above the sump and following a short passage to a pitch 
down to the pool chamber. 

The first flooded rift in the main passage has been dived, and 
found to enter a submerged passage running back towards the 
entrance. This leads to a wide chamber, and a hole in the floor was 
followed down to a final depth of 110 ft. (33 m.) 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Climb up 20 ft. (6:1 m.) of oratice ladder, or pole 

Ist 25 ft. (7°6 m.) 10 ft. (3 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 


Permission, C.N.C.C. 
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BARBON POT NGR SD. 666838 Grade IV 
(Secret Pot) 

Alt. 930 ft. (284m.) Length 1,050 ft. (320 m.) 

Depth 120 ft. (36-6 m.) 

Descended 1952, N.P.C.; extended 1963, G.C.; 1966, N.S.G. 

Open shaft used as dump for dead sheep in line of shakeholes 
150 yds. (137 m.) S of Barkin Gills. Close to track up to fell from 
gate at roadside. 

Entrance shaft is best laddered from ledge 15 ft. (4-5 m.) down, 
reached by climb down E side (beware of loose rocks) and enters 
Main Chamber—60 ft. (18-3 m.) long with floor of mud-covered 
blocks. Crawl near foot of shaft descends to choked rift. At south 
end, climb down 10 ft. (3 m.) between boulders to short crawl into 
Whoop Hall with aven inlet passage at far side. Keep to right in 
descent of unstable boulder slope into Main Passage, which is - 
choked beneath Main Chamber. Hidden in narrow trench is small 
stream joined via mud chute 50 ft. (15:3 m.) downstream. At first 
aven, a short, choked inlet contains delicate mud formations. 25 ft. 
(7-6 m.) further is ’63 Chamber where stream sinks. 

Descend hole in floor to tight fissure passing beneath boulder 
choke. Over boulders on left is large aven and progress in Main 
Passage is made by crawling 10 ft. (3 m.) above stream level. Where 
passage widens, an abandoned inlet leads back to slot at base of 
aven, Easy walking follows except where false floor forms two 
levels. Size increases beyond and boulder floor descends into ’66 
Chamber which contains fine straw stalactites. Stream sinks but is 
seen again in final bedding plane reached by a crawl and muddy 
descent from far end of chamber. Behind right wall are an aven 
ley ane a high phreatic passage 70 ft. (21:4 _m.) long. 

ackle 


Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 
Entrance Climb 30 ft. (9*1 m.) 
Ist 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 15 ft. (45 m.) 70 ft. (21:4 m.) 


Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 


BARKIN CAVE NGR SD. 666840 Grade III 
Alt. 800 ft. (244m.) Length 210 ft. (64 m.) 
Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 

Obvious pothole in stream bed’at foot of lower waterfall in North 
Barkin Gill. Best to enter through subsidiary hole and use lifeline 
for 15 ft. (4:5m.) climbable descent. Roomy passage for 35 ft. 
(10-6 m.) to 2nd pitch, climbable with care after traversing to far 
side. Crawl from chamber below gets too tight but in opposite wall 
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is squeeze through rift and tight drop into Hidden Stream Passage 
—a low tube carrying water from Holly Tree Sink to Crystal Cave 
and sumped in each direction. 

A climb. up from entrance passage enters high rift running paral- 
lel for 60 ft. (18-3 m.). 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay Lifeline 

lst 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
2nd 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 


Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 


BECKSIDE CAVE NGR SD. 674857 Grade II 
Alt. 820 ft. (250m.) Length 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Explored 1974, G.C. 

A small hole on E bank of stream. Downstream crawling to a 
constricted sump. 


BRITANNIA CAVE NGR SD. 671852 Grade II 
Alt. 740 ft. (216 Sp 350 ft. (106°8 m.) 


Explored 1953, R.R.C.P.C. 

The only open cave on W bank of Barkin Beck. Where smail 
stream emerges 560 yds. (513 m.) upstream from Short Gill bridge. 
Mainly a narrow, twisting rift passage but with two low, wet, crawls 
in the first 100 ft. (30-5 m.). Stream passage follows steeply inclined 
bedding planes and ends in constricted fissures and sump. 


CRACK POT NGR SD. 670851 Grade F 
Alt. 725 ft. (222 m.) Length 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 


Depth 10 ft. (3 m.) 
A 6ft. (1:8m.) deep rift between Barkin Beck and the road. 


Short crawl descends to stream in impossibly low passage. The 
cave has been used as a dump for farm refuse. 


CRYSTAL CAVE NGR SD. 666841 Grade IV 
Alt. 725 ft. (222 m.) Length 950 ft. (290 m.) 

Vertical range 70 ft. (21-4 m.) 

Explored 1952, N.P.C.; extended 1960, G.C. 

Open cave entrance where stream emerges below rock face 100 
yds. (91:5 m.) from road. The main drain for the Dog Hole system 
and the Barkin Gill sinks. Hands and knees crawling for 100 ft. 
(30-5 m.) to short, flat-out crawl with stream — impassable in wet 
weather. Just beyond is a high chamber, The Hall, and above next 
section of streamway is a decorated roof passage, The Gallery, 
reached by a climb at two points. Above waterfall in Spout Cham- 
ber, stream passage continues for 170 ft. (52m.) to a duck with 
average air-space of 6in. (150 mm.). . ; d 

Roof lifts beyond and straight ahead is a sumped inlet. Main 
stream enters under left wall and can be followed up Second and 
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Third Waterfalls, both about 15 ft. (4-5 m.) high and climbable with 
care. Above, the stream comes from a tube with little airspace which 
has been forced for 100 ft. (30:5 m.), in dry conditions, towards 
Monsoon Chamber in Dog Hole. On left at top of Third Waterfall 
is dry North Passage, choked after 65 ft. (17 m.). Barker’s Passage 
enters at foot of Third Waterfall and leads to an extremely tight 
connection with Hey’s Passage in Dog Hole, passable only to very 
thin cavers. 

Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 


DOG HOLE NGR SD. 667840 

Alt. 820 ft. (250 m.) 

Tength 3,000 ft. (915 m.) (excluding Crystal Cave) 

Depth 80 ft. (24:4 m.) ; 
Near Series Grade III 
Explored 1950, G.C.; 1952, N.P.C. 

A low opening in the N bank of North Barkin Gill, between two 
waterfalls. The rocks at the entrance should be replaced afterwards 
to keep out animals. : 

A muddy descending crawl to the top of a wide rift, Bridge 
Chamber, which descends in steps for 30 ft. (9:1 m.); care is required 
on the initial climb down. To the left from foot of climb, a series 
of wide bedding-plane inlets leads back towards the gill. Main way 
on is- over a shelf into small Boulder Chamber. Hole by left wall 
drops into Hey’s Passage which takes a small stream in wet weather 
and descends past calcite pools to head of pitch. Above on right is 
desperately tight connection with Barker’s Passage in Crystal Cave. 
15 ft. (4:5 m.) pitch is climbable with care, constricted at top but 
wider below. Crawling follows to short drops into Jet Chamber 
where stream runs away down a tube which gets too tight. An old 
inlet rift can be followed up for a short distance. 


Main Stream Series and South Passage Grade IV 
Explored 1966-67, G.C. 

WARNING—A trip to South Passage should only be contemplated 
by an experienced party after acquainting themselves with more 
details of the route than it is possible to give in this description. 

A devious and unpleasant route from Boulder Chamber connects 
with the main stream passage linking the inlets from the upper 
Barkin Gill sinks. Beyond is South Passage which continues beneath 
Barbon High Fell for 4 mile (0:4 km.). 

The first section of the route passes through a complex area of 
breakdown cavities and bedding planes named “The Jungle”. It is 
easy to stray into unstable parts, particularly when returning, so 
careful note must be made of gne’s route. Several restricted inlets 
beneath the North Barkin Gill are passed before the main stream is 
reached at Monsoon Chamber. Downstream is impassable but South 
Gill Passage becomes easier upstream with a height of 4 ft. (1-2m.) 
on average. A strong stream enters from Foreleg Passage which 
ends after 80 ft. (24-4m.) in Gour Chamber. Next inlet is Hindleg 
Passage which rises to small avens beneath South Waterfall Sink. 
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Dry passage ends in breakdown but hole in floor enters lower 
bedding. South Passage starts with a very tight downward crawl into 
cavern 8 ft. (2:-4m.) high and 15 ft. (4:5 m.) wide which continues 
downstream for 300 ft. (91:5m.) with short crawls over gravel 
banks and breakdown blocks. If not silted up, stream may be 
followed through very low crawl 10 ft. (3 m.) long, beneath blank 
wall at end. Phreatic passage continues but after joint-controlled 
canal, stream commences to cut down in deepening trench. Tra- 
verse on ledges in top part of rift to Breakdown Corner where 
upper level swings right to choke and stalagmite grotto. A small 
inlet joins stream in narrow, twisting rift passage beneath. Far 
aoe Passage continues for 200 ft. (61m.) to a sump beyond a 

uck. 
Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 


FLY HOLE NGR SD. 670847 Grade II 
Alt. 820 ft. (250m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) 
Depth 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1970, G.C. 

Opposite Short Gill Cave is a concealed entrance behind em- 
bedded boulder in S bank of gill where walls recede. 

A short, dirty, squeeze permits entry to an inclined bedding 
rift, blocked at the bottom. 


GRID POT NGR SD. 669847 Grade III 
Alt. 760 ft. (232m.) Length 80 ft. (24-4 m.) 

Depth 25 ft. (7:6 m.) 

Explored 1966, N.S.G. 

At foot of Short Gill 100 yds. (91:5 m.) from road. Cave entrance 
in S bank which takes water when gill is in flood. Tight slot in 
floor enters clean-washed crawl which ends at a 10 ft. (3 m.) vertical 
drop into a rift chamber, choked at foot of boulder slope. 


HANGING POT NGR SD. 668844 Grade I 
Alt. 850 ft. (259m.) Depth 20ft. (6-1 m.) 

In blind valley, mid-way between Short Gill and Crystal Cave. An 
excavated sink in shattered rock. The stream is next seen in Short 


Gill Cave. 
Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 
HOLLY TREE SINK NGR SD. 666840 Grade III 


Alt. 800 ft. (244m.) Length 200 ft. (61 m.) 
Depth 40 ft. (12:2 m.) 
Explored 1968, G.C. 

In N bank of South Barkin Gill above a large fall with over- 
hanging walls (normally dry). 

Excavated entrance rift with crawl into parallel fissure. Two 10 ft. 
(3 m.) chimney descents into stream passage. Roof lowers beyond 
further inlets and 70 ft. (21-4 m.) crawl leads to pool with low air- 
space. Water reappears in Barkin Cave. 

Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 
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LOOPHOLE NGR SD. 666840 Grade II 
Alt. 820 ft. (250m.) Length 30 ft. (9-1 m.) ; 

Open entrance in left (S) wall of South Barkin Gill between two 
short walls. A short, clean, passage descends to a pool where day- 
light is seen. In wet weather, stream flows through cave and re- 
appears to sink in dipping bedding cave on opposite side of gill. 
Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 


ROWELL GILL HOLES NGR SD. 674856 Grade I 
Alt. 830 ft. (253 m.) Length 20 ft. (6-1 m.) 
Depth 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 

Two rock-walled shakeholes on N. bank of Rowell Gill above 
sink. Another short, choked, crawl can be entered close to the 
stream. 


SHORT GILL CAVE NGR SD. 670847 Grade III 
Alt. 800 ft. (244 m.) Length 1,800 ft. (549 m.) 

Depth 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 

Explored 1966, N.S.G. 

WARNING—Liable to flooding. 

In the deep part of Short Gill 150 yds. (137 m.) from the road 
Approach by following stream bed. Pothole entrance at stream level 
beneath overhanging N wall. 

Care required on 17 ft. (5:1 m.) climbable descent, awkward when 
returning. Rope advisable for second drop of 10 ft. (3 m.) at end 
of short rift which bells out below. Wide, dry, passage runs north- 
wards and is mainly low with mud and gravel floor for 240 ft. 
(73 m.). A series of well-developed and active gours, up to 3 ft. 
(0-9 m.) deep, occupy next section of cave. Care should be taken 
to avoid damage. The wider, false-floored passage beyond is followed 
by a short, tight, stream trench dropping into the much larger Main 
Stream Passage, 750 ft. (229 m.) long. ; 

A strong stream enters from a constricted sump but can-be 
followed down in a clean-washed streamway. Two sumped sections 
can be bypassed by climbing into a low, muddy roof passage but 
this is absent in the final length of cave descending to the third 
sump. 


Flood Series 

Below the entrance climbs, a stream channel on left of passage 
enters from narrow inlet and can be followed down a diverging 
crawl to join two constricted passages leading back under the gill 
in which water backs up in wet weather. One is a tight crawl ending 
in inlet rifts after 100 ft. (30°5 m.). The other is Reverse Passage 
which starts as descending fissure from hole in floor. Beyond a low 


gravelly crawl, a deep poo! in a rift can be passed to a rising passage 
and choke. 
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SHORT GILL POT NGR SD. 670847 Grade II 
Alt. 850 ft. (259m.) Length 150 ft. (45-8 m.) ' 

Depth 110 ft. (33-5 m.) 

Explored 1950, C.P.C.; 1958, K.C.C. 

A wide rift in S bank of Gill above 20 ft. (6-1 m.) fall, formed 
where vertical shale bed has been washed out. 

A series of climbable rift descents between wider sections which 
extend beneath the stream bed. The third drop is difficult and 
constricted at the top. 

Tackle required—30 ft. (9:1 m.) lifeline. 


SOUTHPAW SINK NGR SD. 667840 Grade IV 
Alt. 830 ft. (253 m.) Length 280 ft. (85-4 m.) 
Depth 50 ft. (15:3 m.) 
Explored 1968, G.C. 
WARNING—The entrance can quickly become impassable in wet 
weather. 

A narrow fissure in South Barkin Gill stream bed 60 ft. (18:3 m.) 
below top of Gill. 

A very tight squeeze from floor of 8 ft. (2:4m.) deep shaft enters 
a fissure passage descending to a 17 ft. (5:1 m.) pitch. This is tight at 
first but is wide below and a ladder is advisable. Below is a short but 
complex system of shattered chambers and squalid crawls. Water 
from nearby sinks is seen in the cave before reappearing in Foreleg 
Passage in Dog Hole. 


Tackle 

Pitch Ladder Belay - Lifeline 

Ist 20 ft. (6:1 m.) 6 ft. (1:8 m.) 30 ft. (9:1 m.) 
Permission, Fell House, Barbondale. 

SPIDER CAVE NGR SD. 670852 Grade II 


Alt. 740 ft. (226m.) Length 50 ft.. (15-3 m.) 

Sink of Barkin Beck in left bank, 40 yds. (37 m.) downstream of 
Britannia Cave. Narrow entrance behind blocks enters a complex 
low chamber. The stream sumps and roof-level crawls are choked. 


STRIKE CAVE NGR SD. 670851 Grade II 
Alt. 735 ft. (224m.) Length 75 ft. (23 m.) 
Explored 1970, G.C. 

Narrow entrance in left bank of Barkin Beck at stream level 90 
yds. (82 m.) upstream from Wonderland Cave. Sideway crawling in 
tight fissure to small chamber where stream sumps after flowing 
from a low passage on left. Subject to flooding. 


SYPE CAVE NGR SD. 669842 Grade III 
Alt. 880 ft. (268 m.) Length 90 ft. (27-5 m.). 
Explored 1966, G.C. 

Resurgence in Yoredale limestone for a very small stream at head 
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of shallow gully 350 yds. (320 m.) ENE of ae Cave. Crawling 
with the stream until passage gets too tight. A cross-rift at 60 ft. 
(18:3 m.) gives turning space. 


WATERFALL SINK NORTH NGR SD. 667840 Grade II 
Alt. 820 ft. (250 m.) Length 40 ft. (12-2 m.) 
Explored 1964, G.C. 

Sink of North Barkin Gill at foot of upper waterfall, 15 yds. 
(14 m.) upstream of Dog Hole. A low bedding cave with stream 
sinking through boulders. 


WATERFALL SINK SOUTH NGR SD. 667839 Grade IIT 
Alt. 840 ft. (265 m.) Length 25 ft. (7-6 m.) 
Explored 1969, G.C. 

At foot of short waterfall at top of entrenched part of South 
Barkin Gill. A tight descending crawl soon choked. Stream enters 
Hindleg Passage in Dog Hole. 


WONDERLAND CAVE NGR SD. 669850 Grade II 
Alt. 735 ft. (224m.) Length 250 ft. (75 m.) 
Explored 1953, R.R.C.P.C. 

Entrance in projecting rock spur on left bank of Barkin Beck, 
300 yds. (275 m.) N of Short Gill Bridge. Stream rises just below. 
Main passage runs parallel to Beck with low crawl at stream level 
and dry passage above, 85 ft. (26 m.) long. On right at first chamber 
is muddy abandoned inlet choked after 50 ft. (15:3 m.). 
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A 


Apprentice Pot 
Ash Tree Cave 
Aygill Caverns 


Barbon Pot 

Barkin Cave 

Bat Cave 

Batty Cave 

Batty Green Cave 
Batty Wife Cave 
Beckside Cave 
Bedstead Pot 
Belvedere Pot 
Best’s Hole 

Big Meanie 

Black Rake Caves 
Black Reef Cave 
Blake Bank Moss Cave 
Blood Pot 

The Borehole 
Boulder Cave 
Boulder Pot 
Boundary Pot 
Boundary Pots 
Braida Garth Pot 
Bread Pot 
Britannia Cave 
Broken Finger Pot 
Browside Cave 
Brows Pasture Cave 
Bruntscar Cave 
Bull Pot 

Bull Pot of the Witches 
Buzzer’s Pot 


Cc 


Calf Pot 

Casterton Pot 
Catamite Hole 
Cellar Hole 

Cliff Cave 

Conduit Spring Cave 
Corkscrew Pot 
Corner Pot 

Corner Sink 

County Caves 
County Pot 

Cove Hole 

Cow Pot (West Kingsdale) 
Cow Pot (Ease Gill) 
Crack Pot 

Crescent Pot 

The Crumbles 
Crystal Cave 

Cuddy Gill Cave 
Cuddy Gill Pots 
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D 


Dale Barn Cave 
Damocles Pot 
Dead Dobbin Pot 
Death’s Head Hole 
Dog Hole 

Double Three Pot 
Dragon Hole 

Dry Gill Cave 
Dungeon Hole 


E 


Ease Gill Caverns 
East Bank Cave 
East Cellar Hole 
Echo Hole : 
Ellerbeck Gill Caves 
Ellerbeck Hole 
Ewes Top Pot 
Eyeholes 

The Eyrie 


F 


Fag Pot 

Fidler Gill Cave 

Finger Pot 

Flatstones Pot 

Fly Hole 

Football Cave 

Force Gill Cave 

Four Stones Rigg Cave 


G 


Gale Garth Pot 
Gatekirk Cave 
Gavel Pot 

Gaze Gill Cave 
Gelder Hole 

Gill Head Cave 
Gintrap -Hole 
Great’ Bank Gill Cave 
Great Bank Gill Pot 
Green Laids Pot 
Greensett Cave 
Greensett Pots 
Green Slack Cave 
Grid Pot 

Growling Hole 
Gunnerfieet Cave 


H 


Hairy Fissure 
Hanging Pot 
Haws Gill Cave 
Haws Gill Wheel 


-Heathen Hole 


Hellot Hole 





Heron Pot 
Hidden Pot 
High Plain Pots 
Holly Tree Sink 
Holme Hill Cave 
Homeshaw Cave 
Howsgill Sink 
Humble Pot 


I 


Innominate Sink 
Ireby Fell Cavern 
Ivescar Caves 


J 


Jingling Caves 
Jingling Pot 


K 


Kail Pot 

Kango Hole 

Katnot Cave 

Keld Head 

Keld Nook Cave 
Keld Nook Pot 

King Pot 

Kingsdale Head Cave 
Kirk Pot 


L 


Lamb Pot 

Lancaster Hole 

Leck Beck Head 
Little Pot 

Long Drop Cave 
Loophole 

Lord’s Top Hole 
Lost John’s System 
Lost Pot 

Lower Brown Hills Cave 
Low Douk Cave 
Lower Kirk Caves 
Lower Paradise Cave 


M 


Marble Steps Pot 
Merlin Hole 
Middle Scar Holes 
Miners’ Cave 

Mini Hole 

Mistral Hole 

The Mohole 


N 


‘Netherscar Pot 

Newby Head Moss Cave 
New Cave 

New Pot 

Nippikin Pot 

North End Pot 

Notts Pot 


oO 


Old Limekiln Green Cave 
Owlet Hole 

Owl Hole 

Oxford Caves 

Oxford Pot 


P 


P.A.G. Pot 
Paradise Cave 
Pegleg Pot 
Peterson Pot 
Pickwick Pot 
Pilgrim Pot 
Pin Hole 
Pippikin Pot 
Pirate Pot 
Plantation Pot 
Polypod Pot 
Pool Sink 


R 


Rapunzel Pots 
Razor Pot 

Rebuff Cave \ 
Red Cave 
Remembrance Pot 
Ribble Head Cave 
Rift Entrance 

Rift Pot 


* River Pot 


Roger Kirk Cave 
Roger Kirk West Sink 
Rosy Sink 

Rowan Tree Rift 
Rowell Gill Holes 
Rowten Caves 
Rowten Pot 

Ruin Pot 

Rumbling Beck Cave 
Rumbling Hole ° 
Runscar Caves 


Ss 


Scales Moor Cave 
Scales Moor Pots 
Scar Top Cave 
Second Best Hole 
Sheepfold Cave 
Sheepfold Pot 
Short Drop Cave 
Short Gill Cave 
Short Gill Pot 
Shout Pot 
Simpson’s Caves 
Simpson’s Pot 
Slanting Cave 
Slit Sinks 


= Sloping Cave 
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Slot Pot 
-Smokey Hole 


Solo Pot 


Southpaw Sink 
Southworth’s Hole 
Spare Wheel Hole 
Spectacle Pot 

Spider Cave 

Stag Night Hole 
Steps Pot (Scales Moor) 
Steps Pot Cae. Fell) 
Stone Man Pot 
Strike Cave 

Suicide Pot 
Surveyor’s Pot 
Swindon Hole 
Swinsto Hole 
Swinsto South 

Sype Cave 


T 


Thistle Cave 
Thorney Pot 
Thorns Dub Hole 
Thorns Gill Cave 
Thunder Hole 
Timber Pot 

Top Sink 

Track Cave 
Turbary Pot 
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U 


Ullet Gill Cave 
Upper Brown Hills Cave 
ypee Kingsdale Head Cave 


Valley Entrance 


Ww 


Waterfall Sink North 
Waterfall Sink South 
Wee Pot 

The West Kingsdale System 
Whisper Pot 

Whit Pot 

Whittle Hole 
Winshaw Gill Cave 
Winshaw Gill Pot 
Winter Cave 
Winterscales Cave 
Witches Cave 
Wonderland Cave 


Y 


Yordas Cave 
Yordas Pot 
Yordas Sinks 


Other Dalesman Caving Books: 


Caves of 
Derbyshire 
TREVOR FORD 


Completely revised edition of the standard guide 
to Derbyshire caving. 


Includes many new surveys of individual caves. 


£1-20 


Underground 
in Furness 
ERIC G. HOLLAND 


An invaluable guide to the caves and mines 
on the south-western fringe of the 
Lake District. 


5324p 


DALESMAN BOOKS, CLAPHAM 
(via Lancaster) 


Allan 
Austin 


Caving and Mountaineering Equipment 


_ Wet Suits, Kits, Accessories 
Carbide Lamps and Spares 
S.R.T. Equipment, 

Ropes in Nylon, Polypropylene 
and Terylene. 


Complete Range of Climbing Equipment 


Permanent Display of Lightweight Tents 


Enormous Range of Waterproofs 


Open until 7 p.m. Fridays 





Closed all day Mondays 
No Parking Restrictions 

JACOB STREET MILLS, JACOB STREET, 

MANCHESTER ROAD, BRADFORD 5 


Telephone enquiries welcome — Bradford 28674 












Competitive Prices 
Prompt Despatch 


Mail Order 


Good Stocks 


Special Offers 





FREE LIST: 
84 Chatsworth Road 
Cheam. Sutton. Surrey, 
Phone 01-644 2727 





CAVE RESCUE 


In case of accident 


telephone 999 and ask for: 


CAVE RESCUE 
SETTLE POLICE STATION 
(or telephone Settle 2542) 


OR 


CAVE RESCUE 
GRASSINGTON POLICE STATION 
(or telephone Grassington 752222 
or Skipton 3377) 


NORTHERN CAVES 
Whernside and Gragareth 


A Dalesman Caving Book 





